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HDQRS. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE,
Fort Monroe, Va., February 22, 1866.

General E. D. TOWNSEND, Askistant Adjutant-General:

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose the report of Surgeon Cooper
concerning the state prisoners. Clay is better to-day than he was
yesterday. Ile exercises daily in the open air. 3

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers.

[Inclosure.]

ForT MONROE, VA., February 21, 1866.

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.:

Sir: I respectfully report that state prisoner Jeff. Davis is in the
enjoyment ot moderately good health. During the past week he, for
some thirty hours, suffered from facial and cranial neuralgia.

C. C. Clay is at present quite unwell. He is suffering from malarial
disease; is quite weak, restless, and without appetite.

Your obedient servant,
GEO. E. COOPER, i
Surgeon, U. S. Army.

Deposition of John H. Patten, taken at the office of the Judge- Advocate-
General, in the city of Washington, on the — day of February, 1866.

The deponent being sworn, deposes as follows, to wit: :
Question. Of what State are you a native and where do you now
reside?” :

Answer, I am a native of Georgia, hut for the last two years I have resided at
Saint Louis. I came to Richmond, Va., the latter part of the year 1862 and made it
my home, though not always there until the latter part of the year 1863.

. Question. Were you at any time in the military service of the so-called
Confederate States?

Answer, I was not. T f{urnished a substitute and afterward, as a means of making
a living, entered into speenlations in connection with the supply of the army.

Question. What knowledge, if any, have you of an arrangement or
conspiracy entered into in 1863, or at any other time, for the kidnap-
ing and, if necessary, the killing of the President of the United States?
State fully all thie knowledge and information you have on the subject,
setting forth the connection, if any, of Jefferson Davis with such
arrangement or conspiracy and his action in relation thereto.

Answer, 1 know Jefferson Davis very well and have had two conversations with
him in regard to a project to capture or assassinate I'resident Lincoln. These con-
versations took plaec in July, 1865, in Mr. Davis’ oftice in Richmond. The first con-
versation tock plice under these ciremmstances: A friend of mine named Lamar,
who had served some time in the Confederate Army, said to me that he was about
to set on foot an enterprise which it earvied out would immortalize and enrich all
who engaged in it, and he wished me to join him. I asked him the nature of his
enterprise and he said it was to capture Lincoln and bring him a prisoner to Rich-
mond, A first T thonght he was jesting, as it scemed to me a mad project and noxt
to an impossibility, hut he assired mo he was inearnest. I then asked him who was
the originator of the seheme, and i the President and Seeretary of State, Mr, Ben-
Jamin, were known to it. o said that he had made a writton proposition to the
President and was hacked up hy Seerotary Benjamin and Winder, He further said
that Winder had already assuved Wim that Mr, Davis favored the project, but that
he had not as yet reecived o direet answer from the President himself, 1 told'him if
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1 could see a reasonable prospect of success 1 would go in with him, but that I could
not afford to spend mueg money inso uncertain a business. He said of course the
necessary funds would be furnished us by the proper authorities. He then proposed
that we should go at once to General Winder, which we did. After the nsual formali-
ties General Winder said, in answer to a (uestion by me, that the President fnllz
5p¥rovod Lamar’s project, and furthermore hi:‘l:lannu far as they had been set fort
in his (Lamar’s) communication. I then asked Winder if the Secretary of War, Mr,
Seddon, was in favor of it. Winder answered that the Secretary of War was an old
fogy and was not worth talking to on such a subject. Winder then proposed that,
in order that we might be satistied that the project was fully a proveg by the Presi-
dent, we should call onthe President at once. We did so and Winder introduced
the subject to the President, saying that these men, referring to Lamar and myself,
wanted to hear from his (the President’s) own lips what protection we would receive in
the event of our being captured in executing our undertaking. The President replied
that weshould receive nlfthe protection the Government could aff’ nr(l’ and that if cap-
tured he would hold as hostages two for one until weshould he rel The President
then said, addressing Lamar, that the undertaking he was ahout to engage in was a
dangerous one and required a great deal of skill, caution, and courage, and that the
salvation of the Confederacy possibly depended on hissnccess ; that heshould take care
toengage none but men of sobriety and courage toassist him; that heshould know them
well, and should not disclose his plans until all was ready. President D)uvis further
said that he did not wish shat the life of Lincoln should he taken unless absolutely
necessary; that if he could be brought a prisoner alive it would serve the country
equally as well and perhaps better than to kill him, but that if it was necessary for
our own safety, or we could do no beter, that we shonld mete out to him the deserts
that the greatest tyrant the world ever saw deserves, which is death. Lamar
then spoke about the necessary funds to carry out his plans. Davis said we should
Pe fyrnished through General Winder with all the funds necessary. After a few
words of caation from Mr. Davis we left his office. The next day Lamar received
from General Winder some funds, consisting of greenbacks and Confederate notes.
I received from Lamar $250 in greenbacks and $500 in Confederate notes. We then
went to work to engage men for the project and sent them North, some to Baltimore,
some to Washington, and some to Georgetown, to await orders. I engaged and for-
warded three myulf', and Lamar and other parties engaged and forwarded about
twenty others. The next conversation I had with Mr. Davis took place about a fort-
night later than the one hereinbefore referred to. and after the assistance engaged had
Dbeen sent North. A man named MeCalloh, who had been engaged by Lamar to aid
in the enwrx:ln, had been arrested for dlwiunlng the plot and sent to Castle T'hunder.
As soon as Lamar heard of the arrest he called on me, and we went together to the
office of General Winder tolearn the particulars. We were there informed by Captain
Winder, son of the general, that his father had gone to see the President in regard to
MecCulloh’s case, and Lamar and I forthwith started for the President's oflice. \We
there found the President, General Winder, and Mr. Wright, a Government detect-
ive, in conversation. As soon as wo were admitted General Winder said to Lamar,
““One of your drunken scoundrels has heen raising hell, and unless you strike af
once your schemo will be thwarted.” Mr. Davis then said, ¢ Yes, gentlemen, yon
must proceed to the execution of your project immediately or failure will he cor-
tain. These blockade-runners, such as McC'ulloh has been hoasting to, are half
of them Yankee spies and may lose no time in communicating what they heard
to their Government, and thus place their P'resident on his guard, and thus render
our efforts futile.”  Winder then repeated with an oath, ““ Yes; striko at once and
ring the-monkey here, body and soul, as soon as possible; anfl ll‘yun can't bring his
whole carcnss, fotch his damned sealp.”  Mr. Davis then gaid, “ Gentlemon, yon will
not misunderstand your instructions; it is my wish that you eapture and hring Mr,
Lincoln within our lines withont harming a hair of his head, if possible; hut if
after making the eapture you find there is danger of his heing retaken, yon will
take care that ho does not return to Washington alive. If yon find it impossible to
offect his capture nt all, remember that he is your enomy and Commander-in Chiof
of the Northern Armies, and that yon have the right, and that it is your duty, to
ent him down the same ns any other officer or soldier helonging to those armics.”
Lamar then snid, we had already sent enongh men North to do the work, and that
we were prepared to follow at onee, but that we required more funds for the
exeention of our plans when wo should get North,  Mr, Davis then said, “ General
Winder will see that yon receive all that yon require.” Some instructions were
then given by the President and General Winder to Wright in regard to detaining
the persons who had heard MeCulloh's disclosnres,  After a littlo more conversa-
tion with the President, in which he assnred us of the great importance, in view
of the operstions of Grant about Viekshorg, and of Meade, who wan foreing
Lew bk npon the eapital, of onr proceeding in all haste to the execution of our
project, we left.  General Winder suppliod us with some money and gave Lamar
i letter of erodit to w firm in Baltimore to enable us to draw what funds we
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should require while North. When we reached here we found that some of the parties
had left the points indicated for them to remain at and conld not be fonnd. Several
others we learned had been arrested and imprisoned; and the situation or position
of the armies had so changed that we foundifimpossible to carry out our plans and
finally we abandoned the project. Lamar returned to Richmond, but I had had
enough of the Confederacy [and] proceeded north to Canada.

JOHN H. PATTEN.

Sworn and acknowledged at Washington, D. C., this 24th of Feb-

ruary, 1866, before me.
GEO. C. THOMAS,
Notary Public.

OFFIOE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS,
Washington, D. C., February 26, 1866.
Bvt. Maj. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.:

GENERAL: In compliance with the provisions of General Orders, No.
269, from the Adjutant-General’s Office, dated October 11,1864, I have
the honor to transmit herewith the following unclaimed funds and val-
uables belonging to rebels who have been held as prisomers of war, the
same having been turned over to this otlice by Bvt. Brig. Gen. John E.
Mulford, U. 8. agent for exchange, in pursuance of instructions con-
tained in Special Orders, No. 6, dated War Department, January 6, 1866,
viz: U. 8. Treasury and national bank notes, $1,858.80; package said
to contain gold and silver, $33.60; package said to contain, in Northern
and Southern State bank notes, $424; box containing 66 watches.
Duplicate invoices, with receipts, are herewith inclosed; also a state-
ment giving names of rebels, late prisoners of war, to whom the funds
above mentioned belong, with the amounts and character of funds due
each one specified opposite their respective names.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Major-General, U. 8. Vols., Commissary-General of Prisoners.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., February 26, 1866—12 m.
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS, Crawfordrille, Ga.:

Your letter of the Hth instant just received. The parole heretofore
granted you is hereby amended so as to permit you to visit Washington,
D. O., and such other places in the United States as your business may
render necessary, subject to the conditions imposed in said parole.

ANDREW JOIHNSON,
President of the United States.

Hpers, MiLiTAry Distrior or FORT MONROE, VA,
February 28, 1866,
General . D, TownsEND, Assistant Adjutant- Glenerval :

GENERAL: | have the honor to report prisoners J. Davis and O, O,
Clay, jr., well as usual, and inelose report of Surgeon Cooper, U, S,
Army.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A, MILES,
Major-Generaly, U, S, Volunteers.



