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Ca.veridish   Vt   June   12"  1915

}i,.ir.   Finis   I   Bat,e8

I   an  sendir^g  you   eilclosed   sor:ie  pictures

of  in:-self,    ori.e   in   unii'orm,   wag   taken   at,18  :,rears   old.

The   photo   was   ta}:en   \.-,then   a.bout,   40   ye`|r8   old.      Cartiiot

you  take  ti'ie  Double   one  and   cut   it   in  halves.

F.riclosed   :.,Iou  will   firid  rriy   st,1ter-lent   of  the   rj.ft'-it   of

Apr.il   141865   as   ',`v-ell   as   I   rener..iber   it.     Do   you  wiint

me   io   send   .the   book   b&ck.

5iricerely  y:,ul.a

F  A  Demorid

Box  141

-+xp`±±£

I-*3,`...-1+.-`'.
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About   tl-ie   First   of   A,.ril   1865  I.iy   Co.   C.3rd.
I€vy.   A.1.+.y.  I`..iasa..  Voll.   w&s   statioried   at   Fort  lfahan.
D   C.About   the   Second   or   Third  'daLy   of   said  mar.th   I   wag
oi..dei`ed   to   report.   to   i.ieut'  D   D   I)ana   at   Fort   Bakr;.I`
for  Provost   Guf`rd   dut-y.        I  did   so   and   was   emplo:.red
in   GUELrdirig  Prisor[Srs   w'2io   \..fas   sav,ting   i-i'3'id   aii±d   also

f=oinLr  down  to   Union  Town  lookirig   i'or   soldiers   `,trithout
passes.      In   fact   doiri,I  police  dut.y.     After  a   fe'w  dL.|ys
I   v7as   sent   d`own  to   Guard   the   erid   of  the   Bridge,      Uo2-air,g
from   \iJashirFcton   I)   a     gLnd   Cros8i{lg  t}ie  East   Potoifac
River  to   Uniori  Toim  Md.       The   nines   of  the   other  men
on  this   Bane   ddt,y   at   the   Union  Town   cnd   of   Bridge  w&B
Corporal   Suliivan  in   charge `of  ike  Guai.d  `;~nd  Priv=ites
Drake   and   Johnsor„     I   cf.nr.ot   remember  the   riven  nanos
ol^  tiien   at   t:'-tis   18.te   day.        At   tr.e   WEishington   cnd
of   Bridge   was   a  deta.il   o±`  men   under   Sor`gt   a,a.9tt.      I
do   not   know  the   naLmes   of  the   rest   of  his   det&ii.

On  i,'.nte   morniri:H   of   the   14"   of   April   1,.I..e
received   orders   not  to  pass   any  one   into   Washinct,on
unless   it   vi.as   for  life   or.  death.        tire  had  no   or.ders
to   stop   Einy   one   comiii.g   from   jJasliington   cc.`s  #TelTIE`~;a
at   that   end   of   Bridge   vt'as   supposed  to   kri.ow  -`,.,Jho   they
passed.        IIow  to   explain  about  i.his   Bridge,   it   v,'Lls
quite  a  long  wooden  one,   not   in  very  f:ood   order.     The
gate   was   at.   tzie   Union  Town   end   of   Bi`idge.  aiid   Ti-as   not
shut,   orily  after  9   oclock  a.i   nirht,,   then  opened  at   7
oclock   in  i.he  mornitig.     This   gate   shut.   up   atcrair,r,t   a
pcist   set.   in  the   ground   `_i`nd   was   built   of  vc-ry  he{avy
timber  to  i.7ithstar`£d  a  siege.     \then  shut   it   closed  up
against  a  Block  House  that   was  built,  to  pr.otect  the
Guard   in   c8LEo   of   aL   raid.      On  the  morning   of  tl^.e   14"
of   April   as   Drake   &nd  myf elf   was   sitting  dovm   on  p4  log
by  the  side   i3f  tile  road,   two  men  cane   along.     They
started  to   go   by  i`hen  I   asked  then  where  to   v,rere   going,.
They  Said   "Only  looking,  around."     ''rwrell"   I   said,    ":yrou
cannot   ,cro  across  the  bridge,   it   is  ar,aiiist   orders  to
allow  any   one  to   cr'oss  +-hat   looks  to  us   as   suspicidu8
persttn8."    I   Eisk.ed  then   for.  their  names   'but  they  would
not   tell  me.         "`I''feJ.i   if   ijrou   wori.'t   we   s;'iall   hold.  }rou
until   we   ,get   or'ders  to  let   L,'ou   go   &s  t'fie   officer  in
command  here   is   over  to  ttry   city,   but   I  think  that   1,rou,"
pointing  to   Booth,"`|re  the  actor  thia~t   I  have   seen  your.
photo   of ."    He  thor,  said  that   I  was   r.i.cf]ht  and  that  his
companion   was  I]erold.        `t=inile  talking  tJ`,7ith   them,   a
soldier   carii,e  alontT:   on  horse   back.      I  had   seeri.  him
before   i,,hen  he   r`odo   by  one  time   .`,./ith   General   Augur.   fie
was   one   of  his   aides,   a   c&pt.   but   I   do   not   know  his
narie.        He  `'/anted   to   know  \.,'h:it   the  tri3uble  was.      Booth
took  him  aside   and   they  talked   for   some  time.     T:len
the   c&pt.   sa}rs  th.`it  i;iey  I.r'e   alright.     I   spoke  io   Drake
about.   it,   a.nd  he   said  vi.e  do   rLot,  take  any  orders   from
him,    oi'`^1y   from   Da.na.         `t,a/ell   he   rode   off .      Before
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c?oing  'ile   made   sorrie   reriark  to   Booth   which   I  did   not.
:.rea`r.      About   2   or   3   oclock   a   ordei.ly   from  Headqti].afters
cL`jne   across  the  bridge   &nd   gave   Corporal   Sulliv€.,n  a
or.der  to   let  the  i-jien   go.     ire   did   so.        `jife  t}iough
was   kind   of   furiny,   but   we  hi'td  to   obey   orders
9   oclock   i-hat   ni,ght   we   a:'iut.   the   gal,e   arid  Drake   \i`j.ent   on
Guard.       He  was  to   be   relieved  by  myself  at   11.     Then
Johnson  was  to   r.e6eive  rie  at   i   bclock   as   Johnson  w8.a
ori  a  pass   and  would   nol`   get   back   until  midriiF:ht.
Just   as   we  wet.e   getting  ready   for   {ruEird  duty,   Danna,
ca!e  clad   told   us   not  io  let   ariyone  throut?h  v.,'iihout
the   pe.s8   word,   T.   T:„   counsel.sign,   T.   8.   road.      fi=Je
tl`,ought.  .that   strEinge   fir  it  wfis  the   first   time  that
we   ever   hc-4d   a  pass   vj-ord  i.o   use   siri.ce   we   \rfere   at   the
Bridge.     '\,ffell  about  iiaif  past  ten  oclock  I  was  lying
dovm   in   the  block  .house   with   the   door   open,      `,'iA.7ien   I
heard  a  hor'se   corfiing  across  the  bridge   on  a   gallop.
Just   i;`ien   Dr.&ke,    `t.rrho   \./as   on   post,    sEir,g   out    m[`J`alk   tzl.a.i
horse"  as   it   was   aga.inst   orders  to  i,rot   act.oss  8.a  ibe
bridge   wELs   old   ai3d>  shaky.     rle   did   not   stop,    so   I)rr.ke
sang  out   again   ']Dern  you,   walk  that   horse   or.  I  will   fir'e
at,   you."     By  that   time   t}.ia   corporal   and  my§i©1f   E}prang
up   and  taken  my   gun  in  my  l|^:ind   I   stepped   into  the
door  1;ray.     Just   then  i.he  man   rode  up   I   saw  th`at,   it
was   lone   of  the  men  that.   v,'e  let   g©   in  the   a.fternoon.
Bra:L:e   sa:.rs"tT.-here   are   }rou   going."       He   said   "Out   ir;to
the   country".   "\that   count.ry",ho   r'eplied`rT  8`.     Dre,ke
said   T.B.   '`.,'hat.     He   Said   "T   8   Road."        He  then   \<y'ant.ed
i.o  ki'io\i,I  if  there  had   been  ani/   one  through   before  he
crH,ie.     ife  told  him  no.     He   said"he   i.a  a  dan  pretty
fellow.   t`Jell   I   cannot  wait."     So   Corporal   Sullivan
said   "D®r!riond,   help   open  tile   gate".        I   did   so   and  he
put   spurs  to  his  horse  9.r,d   rode  away.       In  a  few
minutes  after  we  hoard  af:aim  another  hor.se  trotting
across  the  bridge.     Drake  mnd®  him  walk  his  horse.
when  he   carla   up   l'ie   i-,ranted  to   kr`.ow   if   a   person  had   gorie
throuF'ri.      .'.±i-e  told   him  yes.     He   sc-lid   that   he   was   a
i`Jretty   fellow  &g   he   pror:iised   to  meet  me  here.      :rrFJell
he   w&s   iisked   1,'7rt`.ere  -mc.   you   FToing.      He   sa.id   "T   8,    up   the

a.nd  Drake   sL24id   it   is
fuiiny  what  is  going  on-i oni;ht . r~H.olfi€172TTi;
'1'   iJ   i..:,Lcl'.... e   let   hilri   tiTlrough
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hJ]ur,   t're  heard  a  great  I?.oise   across  the   bridge.     Soon
a  Squad   of  rli.3unted   soldiers   canie  trotting  across.     We
then  l©{rirr,ed   for  the   first,  tine  of  the  assassina.tion
of  tile  President,   i.oo  late  to   stop  them.       Oh,   if  I
only  knew  of  it  before  we   opened  the   gate,     They  never
would  have   got   by   for  I   would  have   shot   t}iem  a8   quick
as   I  would   a  mad  dog.       A  great  deal  has  been  s&id
about   i`he   guard   st.oppi.£ig  the   only  honest  man  when  he
tried  to  pass.     In  the   fir'st  place  he  did  not  have  the
countersign,    &nd   the   next   place   was,   li4e   `'ras   E~'t   tifie   Other
end  of  the   bridge  and  the   E:uards  at  that   end  stopped
inim.             In  res-drds   to   tht:,   I.epord   of   Dana  t}iat,  he  li.p+dI
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removed   i-jie   .guards,    it,   is   all   wrong.        -brJe  v,'ere  there
i.hat   }i.ic:ht   and  v,.as   not   relieved  until   the  16''  \-,hen  I
got   orders   to   return  to  my   Go.        }Jo   gu.ard6   was   on  the
brid,ge   after  Ti'e  left,   as     the  war  was   ended..

If  I  have  our+`!itted  artyt,hing,   you  will   find
ill   ill  my  letter  to  I)anna.       I  saw  him  talking  with
a+n   officer  on  the   bridge,   but   do   not,   kri.ow  who   it
was.        At.   this   lat,a   da.y  it   is   ver.y  hgird   I`or  I.ie  to
r`emember   so   far.  back   a8   I   am   69   years   old.        Was   18
when  this   happened   c!n  1+ie  r+.i.ght   of  14''   Apt.il   1865.

Sgd.      Frederick   A  Demond

Late  Private   Co   C.   3rd  Hvy.   Azi.y.  I,Sass.   Voils.

This   is  to   certify  i,ha:t   I  helve   compfired  t,his  document  with
the  original     and   find  tiio  saLine  a  true

Dearbo}m  lgichigan
October   29th   1920

c   Wayne''gounty ffiichlgan   ~
commission   expires   Sept  -29th-_1924~`


