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I)ear  friend:

You were  lcind  enong`n  to  reiJly  to  a,  recent   telegram  wiiic`n  enabled

me  tc  go  out  and  see  the  body  of  Booth.     I  took  my wife,   little  girl  and  Mr.

R. obert  H.   Hushes.   head  o±`  the  I.`{ethodist   Book  Concern  of  Chicago,   and  though

the  bo(i.y  was  not   on  erfuibition   I  got  TLtr.   Cordon,   of  521  E  65rd  Street.   to  take

us  arounci  and  let  us   see  it.     I  am  thoro-nghly  convinced  that   it   is  Jchn i,Ti'ilkes

Booth.     He  has  a  niece  who  used  to  be  on  the   stage  with  him  living  in  Minn-

eapolis  by  the  name  ctf  Bla.nche  Booth.     She  is   seventy-five  but   still  recites

at  public  gatherings  and  she  is  very  eager  to  have  a  chance  to  see  that  body.

Says   slle  would  recognize  her  Uncle  at   sight.

At  last  I  have  your  article  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hartman.  Managing

Editor  of  Harper's  Magazine.     He  is  giving  the  matter  a  full  consideration  and

wants  us  tci  get  up  a  thoroughly  authenticated  doc-lament  regardless  of  length  and

will  put  t`ne  whc)1e  thing  into  one  magazine.     I  have  loaned  him  your  book,   and

told  hirri  that   if  he  does  not  want  to  publish  both  that  he  may  have  yours  as  the

•pictur.es  go  with  it  and  that   I  could  not  permit   the  pictures  to  be  ai?propriated

to  go  with  mine  unless  yours  should  be  Published.     I  gave  a  lecture  recently

at  1S'/ilmington  aiid  there  was  a  little  note  in  the  paper  which  I  an  enclosing.

The  week  before  I  gave  it   on  Sunda`y  night   in  the  big  church  at  Delaware.   Ohio,

and   sliowed  the  -.oictures.     I  €i`ot   all   the  Boot'ii  pictures  back  but   some   one   slipped



your  picture  and  so  I  haven't  a  good  copy  for  r\lr.  Hartman.     I  wish  that  you

would  send  me  your  photograph  at  the  earliest  possible  moment   so  that  I  can

furnish  it  if  Hartman  uses  the  article.

Have  you  ever  gotten  a  trace  of  I\.trs.  St.   Helen  and  her  daughter?

She  recently  appeared  here  in  Washington,  went  to  see  the  i,incoln  collection

a,nd.  told  mr.  01droyd  that   she  was  the  o\un  da,nghter  of  .Tohn  Wil±es  Booth  and

that   she  had  come  from  Oklahoma,   I   think  from  the  tcwn  of  Hydro.     I  ha,ve  a,1so

learne'i  that  Jack  Garrett.   the  boy who  got  up  and  gave  Booth  his  bed  to   sleep

in,   is  still  living  and  has  recently  been  the  pastor  of  the  Co-tnt  Street  Baptist

C}iurch  of  Portsmouth,  Virginia.     I  have  not  gotten  into  =tersonal  touch with  him

yet.

Certainly  you  have  put  into  ny  hands  the  +Ljest   subc:,ect  i.or  a  popular

lecture  that  I  have  ever  had  or  heal.i  oi`.     The  people  will  listen  for  two  ncmrs

at  a  time  breathlessly  and  wherever  you  give  it  dot:ens  of  men  will  come  up who

had  been  in  the  drmy,   and  say:  ''1  never  believed  the  story  of  the  soldiers  getting

Booth  and  always  thought   it  was  a  fake  of  I.a.  Baker's  to  palm  the wl.ong  `Dody  off

and  get  the  money."

Wishing  you  the  best  of   s-Jiccess  and  hoping  that   some  time   that  body

may  be  brougjit  here   to  i.7ashi-ng.ton.   Baltimore.  i.``/-ilmington.   and  Philadelrjhia,

where  I  thing  there would  'oe  a  great  interest  in  it,   I  remain.

Very  truly  yours

(Si.gned)  Clarence  True  'ir/i|son,
General  Secretary.


