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PRIBONERS OF WAR AND BTATE, ETC.

Ciry PoINT, VA., March 3, 1865.
Lieutenant-Colonel MULFORD:
(Care General Ord.)

Word has been sent to me that there are in Richmond thirty-four
boxes blankets, ten boxes blouses, eighteen boxes shoes, four boxes
socks, two boxes shirts, and two boxes pants. Some measures I think
should be taken to have thc’arse “ﬁm“ r%tutl)';le(ll) or ca{)ed fgr, f(;l(‘l the

f future prisoners. The, roba etter be returned.
- . 4 . {I 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General,

. VARINA LANDING, March 3, 1865,
General GRANT:

General Hayes holds Jndge Ould’s receipt for all packages, public
and private, left in Richmond. They were left subject to our order.
I mentioned the matter to you, and on the understanding I had of the
matter authorized the use, under supervision of our own officers there,
of such articles as might be needed by our men coming into Richmond
from other points, they being m%stly z;ioll(l and wouudgd. 1 lel csll on

s morrow to return whatever he may now have on hand.
: o i JNO).’ E. MULFORD,
Lieutenant-Colonel, d&e.

WASHINGTON, March 3, 1865,
Lieut, Ool. J. E. MULFORD:
Agree upon the 1st of March for an exchange declaration and report

E. A. HITCHCOCK
Major-Gmrai, de.

HpQRs. FIrsT DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF KENTUOKY,
x : Lexington, March 3, 1865.

Maj. G. M. BAasooM, Assistant Adjutant-General :

MaAJor: We have at this place quite a number of Confederate guer-
rillas and other prisoners awaiting trial and sentence by military com-
mission and court-martial. As the rolls and records relating to these
prisoners have been removed to Louisville, I most respectfully suggest
that the prisoners be removed to that point also, the buildings and
prison accommodation at Louisville being better and more suitable
than those at this place, Besides, they will be more securely confined
and less liable to recapture. Oti]er prisoners when captured can be
forwarded to Louisville in charge of railroad-train guard.

fully, your obedient servant
padis i omae % . H. HOBSON,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,
5 Nashville, Tenn., March 3, 1865.

Brigadier-General GRANGER -
gadOommcmdiny District o’f Northern Alabama, Hunt.smue: :
Inform General Roddey that I have applied for the prisoners of war

belo‘ugiug to his command to be sent me for exchange, and as soon as

i i fi rded to Huntsville.
they arrive here they will be forwarde e OMAR.

Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding.

Official Records
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[MAROH 3, 1865.—For Special Orders, No. 52, Adjutant and Inspec-
tor Gepeml’s Office, relieving Brig. Gen. W. M, Gardner from duty as
Cogx)%luisary-(}eneml of Prisoners, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II,
p. 1279, :

MARCH 3, 1865,

Report of the joint select committee appointed to investigate the condition
and treatment of prisoners of war.

[By Mr. Watson in Senate and Mr. Perkins in House. ]

The duties assigned to the committee under the several resolutions
of Congress designating them are—
to investigate and report upon the condition and treatment of the prisoners of war
rospectlvel{ held by the Confederate and United States Governments ; up5§1 the
causes of their detention and the refusal to exchange, and also upon the violations
by the enemy of the rules of civilized warfare in the conduct of the war,

These.subje'cts are broad in extent and importance, and in order
fglly to investigate and present them the committee propose to con-
tinue their labors in obtaining evidence and deducing from it a truth-
ful report of facts illustrative of the spirit in which the war has been
conducted.

NORTHERN PUBLICATIONS,.

But we deem it proper at this time to make a preliminary report,
founded upon evidence recently taken, relating to the treatment of
prisoners of war by both belligerents. This report is rendered spe-
cially important by reason of persistent efforts lately made by the
Government of the United States, and by associations and individuals
connected or co-operating with it, to asperse the honor of the Con-
federate authorities and to charge them with deliberate and willful
cruelty to prisoners of war. Two publications have been issued at the
North within the past year, and have been circulated not only in the
United States but in some parts of the South, and in Europe. One of
these is the report of the joint select committee of the Northern Con-
gress on the conduct of the war, known as Report No. 67.* The other
purports to be a * Narrative of the privations and sufferings of United
States officers and soldiers while prisoners of war,” and is issued as a
report of a commission of inquiry appointed by “The U. S. Sanitary
Commission.”

This body is alleged to consist of Valentine Mott, M. D., Edward
Delafield, M. D., Gouverneur Morris Wilkins, esq., Ellerslie Wallace,
M. D., Hon. J. J. Clarke Hare, and Rev. Treadwell Walden. Although
these persons are not of sufficient public importance and weight to give
authority to their publication, yet your committee have deemed it
proper to notice it in connection with the Report No. 67 before men-
tioned, because the Sanitary Commission has been understood to have
acted to a great extent under the control and by the authority of the
United States Government, and because their report claims to be
founded on evidence taken in solemn form.

* Report No. 67, House of Representatives, Thirty-eighth Congress, first session.
tPrinted for the U. 8. Sanitary Commission by King & Baird, 607 Sansom street,
Philadelphia, Pa., 1864.
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THEIR SPIRIT AND INTENT.

A candid reader of these publications will not fail to discover that,
whether the statements they make be true or not, their spirit is not
adapted to promote a better feeling between the hostile powers. They
are not intended for the humane purpose of ameliorating the condition
of the unhappy prisoners held in captivity. They are designed to
inflame the evil passions of the North; to keep up the war spirit among
their own people; to represent the South as acting under the dominion
of a spirit of cruelty, inhumanity, and interested malice, and thus to
vilify her people in the eyes of all on whom these publications can
work. They are justly characterized by the Hon. James M. Mason as
belonging to that class of literature called the ‘sensational”—a style
of writing prevalent for many years at the North, and which, beginning
with the writers of newspaper narratives and cheap fiction, has grad-
ually extended itself until it is now the favored mode adopted by med-
ical professors, judges of courts, and reverend clergymen, and is even
¢hosen as the proper style for a report by a committee of their Congress.

s PHOTOGRAPHS,.
‘Nothing can better illustrate the truth of this view than the ¢ Report

-No. 67” and its appendages. It is accompanied by eight pictures or

photographs, alleged to represent U. S. prisoners of war, returned
from Richmond, in a sad state of emaciation and suffering. Concern-
ing these cases, your committee will have other remarks, to be pres.
ently submitted. They are only alluded to now to show that this
report does really belong to the “sensational” class of literature, and
that, ¢ prima facie,” it is open to the same criticism to which the yellow-
covered novels, the “narratives of noted highwaymen,” and the ¢ awful
beacons” of the Northern bookstalls should be subjected.

The intent and spirit of this report may be gathered from the fol-
lowing extract:

The evidence proves, beyond all manner of doubt, a determination on the part of
the rebel authorities, deliberately and persistently practiced for a long time past,
to subject those of our soldiers who have been so unfortunate as to fall in their
hands to u system of treatment which has resulted in reducing many of those who
have survived and been permitted to return to us to a condition, both physically
and mentally, which no language we can use can adequately describe.—Report, p. [1].

And they give also a letter from Edwin M. Stanton, the Northern
Secretary of War, from which the following is an extract:

The enormity of the erime committed by the rebels toward.our prisoners for the
last several months is not known or realized by our people, and cannot but fill with
horror the civilized world when the facts are fully revealed. There appears to have
been adeliberate system of savage and barbarous treatment and st:}rvatlfm, the result
of which will be that few (if any) of the prisoners that have been in their hands dur-
ing the past winter will ever again be in a condition to render any service or even
to enjoy life.—Report, p. 4.

And the Sanitary Commission, in their pamphlet, after picturing
many scenes of privation and suffering, and bringing many charges of
cruelty against the Confederate authorities, declare as follows:

The coneclusion is unavoidable, therefore, that these privations and sufferings have

been designedly inflicted by the military and other authorities of the rebel Govern-
ment, and could not have been due to causes which such authorities could not

control.—P. 95.
TRUTH TO BE SOUGHT.

After examining these publications your committee approached the
subject with an earnest desire to ascertain the truth. If their investi-
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gation should result in ascertaining that these charges (or any of them)
were true, the committee desired, as far as might be in their power and
as far as they could influence the Congress, to remove the evils eom-
plained of and to conform to the most humane spirit of civilization;
and if these charges were unfounded and false, they deemed it asacre(i
duty, without delay, to present to the Confederate Coygress and peo-
ple and to the public eye of the enlightened world, a vindication of
their country, and to relieve her authorities from the injurious slanders
brought against her by her enemies. With these views we have taken
a considerable amount of testimony bearing on the subject. We have
sought to obtain witnesses whose position or duties made them familiar
with the facts testified to, and whose characters entitled them to full
credit. We have not hesitated to examine Northern prisoners of war
upon points and experience specially within their knowledge. We now
present the testimony taken by us, and submit a report of facts and
inferences fairly deducible from the evidence, from the admissions of our
enemies, and from public records of undoubted authority.

FACTS AS TO SICK AND WOUNDED PRISONERS.

First in order, your committee will notice the charge, contained both
in “Report No. 67” and in the *“sanitary” publication, founded on the
appearance and condition of the sick prisoners sent from Richmond to
Annapolis and Baltimore about the last of April, 1864. These are the
men, some of whom form the subjects of the photographs with which
the U. S. Congressional committee have adorned their report. The
disingenuous attempt is made in both these publications to produce
the impression that these sick and emaciated men were fair representa-
tives of the general state of the prisoners held by the South, and that
all their prisoners were being rapidly reduced to the same state, by
starvation and cruelty, and by neglect, ill-treatment, and denial of
proper food, stimulants, and medicines in the Confederate hospitals.
Your committee take pleasure in saying that not enly is this charge
proved to be wholly false, but the evidence ascertains facts as to the
Confederate hospitals, in which Northern prisoners of war are treated,
highly creditable to the authorities which established them, and to the
surgeons and their aids who have so humanely conducted them. The
facts are simply these:

The Federal authorities, in violation of the cartel, having for a long
time refused exchange of prisoners, finally consented to a partial
exchange of the sick and wounded on both sides. Accordingly, a num-
ber of such prisoners were sent from the hospitals in Richmond.
General directions had been given that none should be sent except
those who might be expected to endure the removal and passage with
safety to their lives; but in some cases the surgeons were induced to
depart from this rule by the entreaties of some officers and men in the
last stages of emaciation, suffering not only with excessive debility,
but with “nostalgia,” or homesickness, whose -cases were regarded as
desperate, and who could naot live it they remained, and might possibly
improve if carried home. Thus it happened that some very sick and
emaciated men were carried to Annapolis, but their illness was not the
result of ill-treatment or neglect. Such cases might be found in any
large hospital, North or South. They might even be found in private
families, where the sufferer would be surrounded by every comfort that
love could bestow. Yet these are the cases which, with hideous viola-
tion of decency, the Northern committee have paraded in pictures and
photographs. They have taken their own sick and enfeebled soldiers;
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have stripped them naked; have exposed them before a daguerreian
apparatus; have pictured every shrunken limb and muscle—and all
for the purpose, not of relieving their sufferings, but of bringing a false
and slanderous charge against the South.

OONFEDERATE SIOK AND WOUNDED—THEIR CONDITION WHEN
RETURNED.

The evidence is overwhelming that the illness of these prisoners was
not the result of ill-treatment or neglect. The testimony of Surgeons
Semple and Spence, of Assistant Surgeons Tinsley, Marriott,- and
Miller, and of the I'ederal prisoners, E. P. Dalrymple, George Henry
Brown, and Freeman B. Teague, ascertains this to the satisfaction of
every candid mind. Butinrefuting this charge your committee are com-
pelled by the evidence to bring a counter-charge against the Northern
authorities, which they fear will not be so easily refuted. In exchange,
a number of Confederate sick and wounded prisoners have been at
various times delivered at Richmond and at Savannah. The mortality
among these on the passage and their condition when delivered were
8o deplorable as to justify the charge that they had been treated with
inhuman negleet by the Northern authorities.

Assistant Surgeon Tinsley testifies:

I have seen many of our prisoners returned from the North who were nothing but
skin and bones. They were as emaciated as a man could be to retain life, and the
photographs (appended to Report No. 67) would not be exaggerated representations
of our ruturnetr prisoners to whom I thus allude. I saw 250 of our sick brought in
on litters from the steamer at Rocketts. Thirteen dead bodies were brought off the
steamer the same night. At least thirty died in one night after they were received.

Surgeon Spence testifies:

I was at Savannah and saw rather over 3,000 prisoners received. The list showed
that a large number had died on the passage from Baltimore to Savannah. The
number sent from the IFederal prisons was 3,500, and out of that number they deliv-
ered only 8,028, to the best of my recollection. Captain Hatch can give you the
exact number. Thus about 472 died on the plmsnro. I was told that 67 dead bodies
had been taken from one train of cars between Elmira and Baltimore. After being
recoived at Savannah they had the best attention possible, yet many died in a fow
days. In carrying out the exchange of disabled, sick, and wounded men, we deliv-
ered at Savannah and Charleston about 11,000 Federal prisoners, and their physical
condition compared most favorably with those we received in exchange, although of
course the worst cases among the Confederates had been removed by death during
the passage.

Richard H. Dibrell, a merchant of Richmond and a member of the
« Ambulance Committee,” whose labors in mitigating the sufferings of
the wounded have been acknowledged both by Confederate and North-
ern men, thus testifies concerning our sick and wounded soldiers at
Savannah returned from Northern prisons and hospitals:

I have never seen a set of men in worse condition. They were so.enfeebled and
emaciated that we lifted them like little children. Many of them were like living
skelotons. Indeed, there was one poor boy, about seventeen years old, who pre-
sented the most distressing and deplorable appearance I ever saw. He was nutln_n;_i
but skin and bone, and besides this he was literally eaten up with vermin. He die
in the hospital in a fow days after being removed thither, notwithstanding the kind-
est treatment and the use of the most judicious nourishment. Our men were in so
reduced a condition that on more than one trip up on the short passage of ten miles
from the transports to the city as many as five died. The clothing of the privates
was in a wretched state of tatters and filth. The mortJnllt,y on the passage from
Maryland was very great as well as that on the passage from the prisons to the port
from which they started. I cannot state the exact number, but I think 1 heard that
3,500 were started, and we only received about 3,027. 1 lm‘ve l(mln'-ql at the photo-
graphs appended to Report No. 67 of the committeo of the Federal Congress, and do
not hesitate to declare that several of our men were worse cases of emaciation and
sickness than any represented in these photographs.
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The testimony of Mr. Dibrell is confirmed by that of Andrew John-
ston, also a merchant of Richmond, and a member of the “Ambulance
Committee.”

Thus it appears that the sick and wounded Federal prisoners at
Annapolis, whose condition has been made a subject of outery and of
widespread complaint by the Northern Congress, were not in a worse
state than were the Confederate prisoners returned from Northern
hospitals and prisons, of which the humanity and superior management
are made subjects of special boasting by the U. 8. Sanitary Commission,

CONFEDERATE HOSPITALS FOR PRISONERS.

In connection, withthis subject your committee take pleasure in
reporting the facts usc&ta.ixmd by their investigations concerning the
Oonfederate hospitals for sick and wounded Fede .1 prisoners. They
have made personal examination, and have taken evidence specially in
relation to “Hospital No. 21,” in Richmond, because this has ‘been
made the subject of distinet charge in the publication last mentioned.
It has been shown not only by the evidence of the surgeons and their
assistants, but by that of Federal prisoners, that the treatment of the
Northern prisoners in these hospitals has been everything that human-
ity could dictate; that their wards have been well ventilated and
clean; their food the best that could be procared for them, and, in fact,
that no distinction has been made between their treatment and that of
our own sick and wounded men. Moreover, it is proved that it has
been the constant praectice to supply to the patients out of the hospital
funds such articles as milk, butter, eggs, tea, and other delicacies
when they were required by the condition of the patient. This is
proved by the testimony of B. P. Dalrymple, of New York; George
Henry Brown, of Pennsylvania, and IFreeman B. Teague, of New
Hampshire, whose depositions accompany this report.

CONTRARST.

This. humane and considerate usage was not adopted in the U. S.
hospital on Johnson’s Island, where Confederate sick and wounded
ofticers were treated. Col. J. H. Holman thus testifies:

The Federal authorities did not furnish to the sick prisoners the nutriment and
other articles which were prescribed by their own surgeons.  All they would do
was to permit the prisoners to buy the nutriment or stimulants necded, and if they
had no money ghey could not get them. I know this, for I was in the hospital sick
myself, and I had to buy myself such articles as eggs, milk, flour, chickens, and -
butter after their doctors had preseribed them. And I know this was generally the
case, for we had to get up a fund among ourselves for this purpose to aid those who
were not well supplied with money.

This statement is confirmed by the testimony of Actg. Asst. Surg.
John J. Miller, who was at Johnson’s Island for more than eight
months. When it is remembered that such articles as eggs, milk,
and butter were very scarce and high-priced in Richmond and plentiful
and cheap at the North, the contrast thus presented may well put to
shame the Sanitary Commission and dissipate the self-complacency with
which they have boasted of the superior humanity in the Northern
prisons and hospitals,

CHARGE OF ROBBING PRISONERS.

Your committee now proceed to notice other charges in these publi-
cations, It is said that their prisoners were habitually stripped of
blankets and other property on being captured. What pillage may
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have been committed on the battle-field after the excitement of com-
bat your committee cannot know. But they feel well assured that
such pillage was never encouraged by the Confederate generals, and
bore no comparison to the wholesale robbery and destitution to which
the Federal armies have abandoned themselves in possessing parts
of our territory. It is certain that after the prisoners were brought
to the Libby and other prisons in Richmond no such pillage was
permitted. Only articles which came properly under the head of
munitions of war were taken from them.

SHOOTING PRISONERS.

The next.charge noticed is that the guards around the Libby Pri-
son were in the habit of recklessly and inhumanly shooting at the
prisoners upon the most frivolous pretexts, and that the Confederate
officers, so far from forbidding this rather encouraged it, and made it
a subject of sportive remark. This charge is wholly false and base-
less. The rules and regulations appended to the deposition of Maj.
Thomas P. Turner expressly provide, “Nor shall any prisoner be
fired upon by a sentinel or other person, except in case of revolt
or attempted escape.” Iive or six cases have occurred in whieh pris-
oners have been fired on and killed or hurt; but every case has been
made the subject of careful investigation and report, as will appear
by the evidence. As a proper comment on this charge, your commit-
tee report that the practice of firing on our prisoners by the guards
in the Northern prisons appears to have been indulged in to a most
brutal and atrocious extent. See the depositions: of C. €. Herrington,
William F. Gordon, jr., J. B. McCreary, Dr. Thomas I’. Holloway,
and John P. Fennell. At Fort Delaware a cruel regulation as to the
use of the ¢sinks” was made the pretext for firing on and murdering
several of our men and officers, among them Licutenant-Colonel Jones,
who was lame, and was shot down by the sentinel while helpless and
feeble and while seeking to explain his condition. Yet this sentinel
was not only not punished, but was promoted for his act. At Camp
Douglas as many as eighteen of our men are reported to have been
shot in a single month. These facts may well produce a convietion in
the candid observer that it is the North and not the South that is open
to the charge of deliberately and willfully destroving the lives of
the prisoners held by her.

MEANS FOR SECURING CLEANLINESS.

The next charge is that the Libby and Belle Isle prisoners were
habitually kept in a filthy condition, and that the officers and men
confined there were prevented from keeping themselves sufficiently
clean to avoid vermin and similar discomforts. The evidence clearly
contradiets. this charge. It is proved by the depositions of Major
Turner, Lieuntenant Bossieux, Reverend Doctor Mc¢Cabe, and others,
that the prisons were kept constantly and systematically policed and
cleansed; that in the Libby there was an ample supply of water con-
ducted to each floor by the city pipes, and that the prisoners were not
only not restricted in its use, but urged to keep themselves clean. At
Belle Isle, for a brief season (about three weeks), in consequence of a
sudden increase in the number of prisoners, the police was interrupted,
but it was soon restored, and ample means for washing both themselves
and their clothes were at all times furnished to the prisoners, It is
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doubtless true that, notwithstanding these facilities, many of the pris-
oners were lousy and filthy, but it was the result of their own habits
and not of neglect in the diselpline or arrangements of the prison.
Many of the prisoners were captured and brought in while in this con-
dition. The Federal General Neal Dow well expressed their character
and habits. When he came to distribute clothing among them he was
met by profane abuse, and he said to the Confederate officer in charge,
“You have here the scrapings and rakings of Europe.” That such
men should be filthy in their habits might be expected.

CHARGE OF WITHHOLDING AND PILLAGING BOXES.

‘We next notjce the charge that the boxes of provisions and clothing
sent to the prisoners from the North were not delivered to them, and
were habitually robbed and plundered by permission of the Confederate
authorities. The evidence satisfies your committee that this charge is
in all substantial pointsuntrue. 1for a period of about one month there
was a stoppage in the delivery of boxes, caused by a report that the
FFederal authorities were forbidding the delivery of similar supplies to
our prisoners; but the boxes were put in a warehouse and were after-
ward delivered. For some time no search was made of boxes from the
Sanitary Committee intended for the prisoners’ hospitals, but a letter
was intercepted advising that money should be sent in these boxes, ‘“as
they were never searched,” which money was to be used in bribing the
guards and thus releasing the prisoners. After this it was deemed
necessary to search every box, which necessarily produced some delay.
Your committee are satisfied that it these boxes or their contents were
robbed the prison officials are not responsible therefor. Beyond doubt
robberies were often committed by prisoners themselves, to avhom the
contents were delivered for distribution to their owners. Notwith-
standing all this alleged pillage, the supplies seem to have been sufficient
to keep the quarters of the prisoners so well furnished that they fre-
quently presented, in the language of a witness, *“the appearance of a
large grocery store.”

THE FEDERAL COLONEL SANDERSON'S TESTIMONY.

In connection with this point your committee refer to the testimony
of a Federal officer, Col. James M. Sanderson, whose letter is annexed
to the deposition of Major Turner. le testifies to the full delivery of
the clothing and supplies from the North, and to the humanity and
kindness of the Confederate officers, especially mentioning Lieutenant
Bossieux, commanding on Belle Isle. Ilis letter was addressed to the
president of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, and was beyond doubt
received by them, having been forwarded by the regular flag of truce.
Yet the scrupulous and honest gentlemen composing that commission
have not found it convenient for their purposes to insert this letter in
their publication. Had they been really searching for the truth this
letter would have aided them in finding it.

MINE UNDER THE LIBBY PRISON.

Your committee proceed next to notice the allegation that the Con-
federate authorities had prepared a mine under the Li_bb_\' Prison, and
placed in it a quantity of gunpowder for the purpose of blowing up the
buildings, with their inmates, in case of an attempt to rescue them.
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After ascertaining all the facts bearing on this subject your committee
lu.*liv\’(‘ that what was done under the circumstances will meet a ver-
dict_of approval from all whose prejudices do not blind them to the
truth.  The state of things was unprecedented in history, and must be
Judged of according to the motives at work and the 1'1‘sult.ncvmnplislwd.
A large body of Northern raiders, under one Colonel Dahlgren, was
approaching Richmond. 1t was ascertained, by the reports of prison-
ers captured from them and other evidence. that their design was to
enter the city, to set fire to the buildings, public and private, for which
purpose turpentine balls in great number had been prepared; to mur-
der the President of the Confederate States and other prominent men;
to release the prisoners of war, then numbering 5,000 or 6,000 to put,
arms into their hands, and to turn over the city to indiseriminate pil-
lage, rape, and slaughter. At the same time a plot was discovered
among the prisoners to co-operate in this scheme, and a large number
of knives and slung shots (made hy putting stones into woolen stockings)
were detected in places of concealment about theirquarters,  To defeat
a plan so diabolical, assuredly the sternest means were justified. If it
would have been right to put to death any one prisoner attempting to

escape under such circumstances, it seems logically certain that it

would have been equally right to put to death any number making
such attempt.  But in truth the means adopted were those of humanity
and prevention rather than of exeention. The Confederate anthorities
felt able to meet and repulse Dahlgren and his raiders if they could
prevent the eseape of the prisoners.

The real object was to save their lives as well as those of our ¢iti-
zens.  The gnard foree at the prisons was small; and all the loeal
. troops in_and around Richmond were needed to meet the threatened

attack. IHad the prisoners escaped, the wemen and clildren of the
city, as well as their homes, would have been at the mercy of 5,000
outlaws.  Humanity required that the most summary measures should
be used to deter them from any attempt at eseape,

A mine was prepared under the Libby Prison;: a suflicient quantity
of gunpowder was put into it, and pains were taken to inform the
prisoners that any attempt at, escape made by them would be effectually
defeated.  The plan succeeded perfectly.  The prisoners were awed
and kept quiet.  Dahlgren and his party were defeated and seattered.,
The danger passed away, and in a few weeks the gunpowder was
removed. Such are the facts. Your committee do not hesitate to
make them known, feeling assured that the conscience of the enlight
ened world and the great law of self preservation will justify all thag
was done by our country and her officers.

CHARGE O INTENTIONAL STARYV ATION AND CRUELTY.

We now proceed to notice, under one head, the Tast and gravest
charge made in these publieations. They assert that the Northern
prisoners in the hands of the Confederate authorities have been starved,
frozen, inhumaniy punished, often confined in foul and loathsome quar-
ters, deprived of fresh air and exercise, and neglected and maltreated
in sickuess—and that all this was done upon a deliberate, willful, and
long-conceived plan of the Confederate Government and oflicers, for
the purpose of destroying the lives of these prisoners, or of rendering
them forever incapable of military serviee, This charge aceuses the
Southern Government of a erime so horrible and unnatural that it could
never have been made except by those ready to blacken with slander
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men whom they have long injured and hated.  Your committee feel
bound to reply to it calmly but emphatically.  They pronounce it false
in fact and design; false in the basis on which it assumes to rest, and
false in its estimate of the motives which have controlled the Southern
authorities.

HUMANE POLICY OF THE CONFEDERATIE GOVIERNMENT.

At an early period in the present contest the Confederate Govern-
ment recognized their obligation to treat prisoners of war with
humanity and consideration. Before any laws were passed on the
subject the Fxecutive Department provided such prisoners as fell into
their hands with proper quarters and barracks to shelter them, and
with rations the same in quantity and quality as those furnished to
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the Confederate soldiers who guarded these prisoners. Ihey also
showed an carnest wish to mitigate the sad condition of prisoners of
war by a system of fair and prompt exchange: and the Confederate
Congress co-operated in these humane views. By their act, approved
on the 21st day of May, 1861, they provided that—
all prisoners of war taken, whoether on land or at sea, doring !lw ]w_nnling' h('wiililivs
with the United States shall be transferred by the captors from time to time, and
as often as convenient to the Department of War; and it shall ho the daty of the
Seeretary of War, with the approval of the Iresident, to ixgue such instruetions to
the Quartermaster-General and his subordinates as shall provide for the safo custody
and sustenance of prisoners of war; and the r:llinnn.l'nrnhllml prisoners u! war
shall be the same in quantity and quality as those furnished to enlisted men in the
Army of the Confederacy.

Such were the declared purpose and policy of the Confederate Gov-
ernment toward prisoners of war; and amid all the privations and
losses to which their enemies have subjected them they have sought
to carry them into eflect.

RATIONS AND GENERAL TRIEATMENT.

Our investigations for this preliminarvy report. have been confined

chiefly to the rations and treatment of the prisoners of war at the

S . . . N . m a2 = : e
Libby and other prisons in Richmond and on Belle Isle. This we have
done Dbecause the publications to which we have alluded refer ehietly
to them, and because the Report No, 67 of the Northern Congress
plainly intimates the belief that the treatment in and avonnd Riechmond
was worse than it was farther South.  That report says:

It will be observed from the testimony that all the witnessos who testif
that point state that the treatment they recoived while contined at Columbiz -
Dalton, Ga., and other places, was far more himmane than that they received at
Richmond, where the authorities ot the so-called Confederacy were congregated.—

v upon
S

Report, p.3.

The evidence proves that the rations furnished to prisoners of war
in Richmond and on Belle Isle have been never less than those fur-
nished to the Confederate soldiers who cuarded then, and have at
some seasons been larger inquantity and betterv in quality than those
furnished to Confederate troops in the field,  This has bheen hecause
until Febraary, 1861, the Quartermaster’s Department I‘lnlnishql the
prisoners, and often had provisions or funds when the Commissary
Department was not so well provided.  Onee, and only onee, for a
few weeks the prisoners were without meat, but o Lirger quantity
of bread and vegetable food was in consequence supplicd to them,
How often the gallant nren composing the Confederate Army have heen
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without meat, for even longer intervals, Your committee do not deom
I necessary (o say. Not o dess than sixteen ounces of bread and fonr
ounces of hacon, or six onnees of heet, together with beans and soup
IIV:I\‘G' heen furnished per day fo (he prisoners. During most. of lln:
time the quantity of meat furnished to them has been greater than
llwxf‘ amountss and evenin times ol the greafest S(':II‘('“; they have
l'l't't‘l\.l‘ll as much as the Southern soldiers who guarded them.  The
searcity of meat and of hreadstufls in the South in certain places has
been the rexult of the savage poliey of our enemies in burning barns
lill‘q-(! with wheat or corn, destroying agricultural impln-mmrl.\' and
driving «.-ll' or wantonly butchering hogs and eattle.  Yet :|mi‘(l all
these privations we have given to their prisoners the rations above
mentioned. s well known that this quantity of food is sufficient,
to keepin health a man who does not Tabor hard. A1l the learned dis
quisitions oft D lerslic Wallace on the subject of starvation mivht
have been spared, for they areall fonnded on'a false basis. 1 will e
nVIiH(‘I‘\'.l‘ll'lll:ll few (I any) of the witnesses examined by (he Nanitary
Commission speale with any acceuracy of the quantity (inl\\'«-i"lnl\ of the
food actually furnished to them. Their statements are :'ﬁm-«l\- con
Jectural and comparative, and cannot weigh against the |m.\'ili\'4'. testi-
mony of llm:‘ruv who superintended the 1|¢'li\'¢"|"\' of Targe quantities of
‘i:;}.:'I|‘:n'-:)l':|:«l-:r. ;:‘.l-..'ll, distributed according to a fixed ratio, for {he number

FALSEHOODS PUBLISHED AS 10O PRISONERS FREBZING ON BELLE
INLE.

The statements of (the Sanitary Commission as to prisoners freezing
to death on Belle Isle are absurdly false.  According to the .\'I:II(‘III(.‘II;‘
Twas common, during acold spell in winter, to see several priwm-r.\‘-
frozen to death every morning in the places in which they had slept.,

Phis picturve, it corveet, might well excite onr horror: hut, unhappily

forits sensational power, it is hut a clumsy daub, founded on the
faney of the painter. The facts are, (hat tents wore furnished saf’
clent to shelter all the prisoners; that the Confederate commandant
:!IHI ,'\l'ltll'l‘lxnll the island were Todeed in similar tents: that o li'nk \‘\‘l\"
fenishedineachof thems that the prisoners fved as wellas their "ll'll'(i\:
and that only one of them was ever frozen to deathy and he \\':I:II.‘()/P‘I;
by ll|f' vl'lu-.ll) of his own fellow prisoners, who thrust him ont of {he
tent meactreezing might beeanse o was infested with vermin,  The
proofas fo tho healthiness of the prisoners on Belle Isle and {he small
amount of nn‘n'l:llxl‘\ is remarkable, and presents afit comment on the
lugl_llnl'lnns pretures drawn by the Sanitary Commission, cither {rom
Il!vlr own fancies or from the fictions put forth by then false witnesses
Licutenant Bossicnx proves (hat from (he establishment of (he |\|i<u'|;
camp on Belle Isle i June, 1862, 1o the 10th of I'ehruary, 1565, more
(han 20,000 prisoners had heen at various times (here received ;u.ul Vel
that the whole number of deaths during this time was only H;l. Al
this s contivmed by the Federal Colonel Sanderson, who states ilm!
”H'..’I\'l‘l’;l:" mumber of deaths per month on Belle T<le was  from {wo
todives move frequently the lesser number.”  The sick were promptly
removed from the iskand to the hospitals i the eity. '

CHARACTER OF THE NORTHERN WI'TNES

Doubtless the Sanitary Commission have been to some extent led
astray by their own witnesses. whose charelor has been portrayed by
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General Neal Dow,and also by the editor of the New York Times, who
in hisissoe of danary 6, 1865, desertbes the material for reerniting the
Iederal armies as

wretehed vigahonds, of dopraved movals decropit in body, without conrage, self-
rospect, or conseicnce. They are divty, disorderly, thievish, and inecapablo.

CRUEBLTY TO CONFEDERATE PRISONERS AT THE NORTI,

In reviewing the eharges of cruelty, harshness; and starvation to
prisoncrs made by the North, your committee have taken festimony as
to the treatment of our own ofticers and soldiers in the hands ol the
enemy.  Ttgives us no pleasure (o be compelled to speak of suaflering
intlicted upon our gallant men, but the self andatory style in which the
Sanitary Commission have spoken of their prisons makes it proper
that the teath should bhe presented,  Your committee gladly acknowl
cdee that in many eases our prisoners experienced Kind and considerate
treatment: but we are equally assored (hat o nearly all the prison
stations of the North aft Point Lookout, Fort: Mellenrvy, Fort: Dela-
ware, Johnson™s Ishnd, Flmiva, Camp Chase, Camp Douglas, Alfon,
Camp Morton, the Ohio penitentiary, and the prisons of Saint Louis,
Mo.—our men have suffered from insuflicient food, and have heen sub
jected to ignominious, eruel, and harbarous practices, of which thereis
no parallel in anything that has oceurved in the South. The witnesses
who were at Point Lookout, Fort Delaware, Camp Morton, and Camp
Douglas testify that they have offen seen our men picking up the seraps
and refuse thrown out from the Kitehens with-whieh fo appease their
huneer. Doctor Hervington proves that af Fort: Delaware unwhole
some hread and water produced diarrhea in numberless cases among
our prisoners, and fhat

their sutfermes wore creatly accrayated by the reculation of the camp, which for
hade more than twenty men ot o tome ot meht tooco to the sinks T have seen as
many as Hho0 men meacrow warbme fhere tone e consequence was that they were
obliged to use the places where they weres This prodoced great want of cloanlimess
and aeervated the disens

= Our men were compelted to Tabor inunloading Federal vesselsand in
putting up buildings tor Federalofficers, and if they refused were driven
to the work with elubs,

The treatment of Brie, Gen. 2T Morgan and his oflicers was brotal
and tenomimions in the extreme,  Hewill be found stated in the deposi-
tions of Capt. M. DL Logan, Licut. W, P Crow, Lieat. Coll dames B,
MeCreary, and Capt. B AL Traey that they were put in the Ohio peni
tentiary and compelled to subnnt to the treatment of felons, Their
heards were shaved and then han was enf elose to the head, They were
contined in conviets” cells and forhidden to speak to each other. For
attempts to eseape and for other offenses of aovery hieght charvacter
they were subjected to the horrible punishment of the dungeon. In
midwinter, with the atmosphere nmany decrees below zero, withont
hlanket or overcoat, they were confined m e cell without five or lierht,
with a fefid and porsonons ane to bhreathe— and here they were kept
until e was nearvly extanet. Thenr condition on coming oul was 8o
deplovable as to deaw tears from their comrades. The blood was oozing
from then hand s and faces. The treatment e the Saint Loms prisons

was equally harbarvons,  Capt. Williaom T Sebring testifies:

Fwo of s, AU Gromes and myself, were carvied ont anta the open o oan the
prison vard on the 2ath of Decembor, 1563 and handeaded oo post Tere we were
|1 Il Ve bt i slect, cnow, and cold We vwere velieved m the davimme, ot acam

bronght o the post and Tandentted totm the evemme—and thos we were bept all
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night ;

miel JRPSIIS Th stual Tllotion was done by order of Cnpiain Byroe, com:
s Sy 3 t y order of Captain Byrne, com-
b~ ! of prisons in Saint Louis. He was barbarous and inu’ult‘iug f‘o' l;‘h’u‘ ?:ln::t

OUR PRISONERS PUT INTO OAMPS INFECTED WITH SMALLPOX.

tll"}" an (4] h“ o n t
1en lOllLd Qi

is proved by the testimony of Thomas P. Holloway, John P. Fen- .

nell, H. H. Barlow, H. O. Barton, O. D
; 5 v, H. O. . D. Bracken :
:é.l?: rgn;' nll):;lsl())(l)frs in large nulmberé were put into “:zo?n'(ll(elgne?i. c};la:;l)(:v;
[ was prevailing, and speedily contracted thi th
some disease, and that as man a8 f B tee - Spes P
y as forty new cases often a 1 dai
among them. Even the Federal officers wl 36 them i
camp protested against this unnatural |o‘.gumdod.tlwm g 'y
R e the o1 ra ut‘routy; yet it was done.
LBl o It the plug’t - wu:eu]s‘o \;'el.e removed to a hespital
L AT Tor s pottod of ‘more th :.nl eady introduced and continued
twelve months the diseas
constantly in the camp; yet our prisoners duri ix-tms wibe
continually brought to i’t and subpect d tr s et S T
do we find evidences of amendmélnt. D
) 1 , the part of our i
withstanding the boasts of the Sani?:r O e 2 o Neahriile
prisoners recently captured from 'Génei"alyu o:xll’mlsglon. S e}
and wounded, have been cruelly deprived ;‘)0 | e st R s
R it other y deprived o all nourishment suited to
' COl prisoners from th
omﬁ-led into the infected Camps Douglas and 31.32238 S
beinanly( oi t(;xe soldiers of General Hood’s army were frost-bitten by
. ?n t;:pO amag' il.)l:)(}lgl;:lgsht 'll‘llll an e}g_loged condition before they were
- t " eir sufferings are truthfully depicted i
the evidence. At Alton and Cam s
e. ' _ p Morton the same inhume¢ -
:i:ﬁ é?lf pilt“;\;l;% g(llllx;. pr;so:etx(')s 1nt(‘)1 camps infected by sn::wllr]l:)g:i p;‘)s:g_
od. v ivalen murdering many of them by ti ’
of a contagious disease. The insuflicient i - O, Merton
e e cient rations at Camp Morton
ar 1 t ger by pounding up and boili
:)oll)nes, picking up scraps of meat and cabbage ﬁ'omihepho:]:it}:logll(? g
Al 8, and even eating rats and dogs. The depositions of Willia.gl
yres and J. Chambers Brent prove these privations.

BARBAROUS PUNISHMENTS.

The punishments often inflicted i
I on our men for slight offi
bleenkshmnetul and barbarous. They have been coglpelle(fxi;oiiggv:
gh:'ilr n(;l;(]y 1f(:)nrlgnul_lestlv;nde, ealled ¢ Morgan’s horse;” to zit down with
) ed bodies in the snow for ten or fifteen minutes, and have
;‘;3%32?1(} at: lt)ggl:gl'lnonln&y gf stripesf from the belts of the;r gum!g:b bﬁﬁ:
24 sed that many of their acts of cruelty hav be
way of retaliation. But no evidence has been fi ek ot
on the partof the Confederate authorities e(l': st Eiy that i the
' ) ) ¢ s, I kable that in t1
case of Colonel Streight and his officers t} ']s Sgity o the
ordinary confinement of prisoners ot: lwa,r le)&“ i ekt e B
used except for specific offenses, and then ti orspe('.lal e o
. ° i ens atest infliction was t
confine Colonel Streight for a Tew we \kl n & bA { the
B " ' eks ‘m a basement room of the
e fuyel. , with a window, a plank floor, a stove, a fire, and plenty
We do not deem it necessar
ary to dwell further on thes jec

Enough has been proved to show that great privations uﬁ&esgll‘lgl?;t? S
have been borne by the prisoners on both sides. =
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WHY HAVE NOT PRISONERS OF“ WAR BEEN BEXOHANGED?

But the question forces itself upon us, Why have these sufferings
been so long continued? Why have not the prisoners of war been
exchanged, and thus some of the darkest pages of history spared to
the world? In the answer to this question must be found the test of
responsibility for all the sufferings, sickness, and heart-broken’sorrow
that have visited more than eighty thousand prisoners within the past
two years. On this question your committee can only say that the Con-
federate authorities have always desired a prompt and fair exchange
of® prisoners. Even before the establishment of a cartel they urged
such exchange, but could never effect it by agreement until the
large preponderance of prisoners in our hands made it the interest
of the Federal authorities to consent to the cartel of July 22, 1862.
The ninth article of that agreement expressly provided that in case
any misunderstanding should arise it should not interrupt the re-
lease of prisoners on parole, but should be made the subject of
friendly explanation. Soon after this cartel was established the pol-
jcy of the enemy in seducing negro slaves from their masters, arming
them and putting white officers over them to lead them against us,
gave rise to a few cases in which ouestions of crime under the inter-
nal laws of the Southern States appeared. Whether men who encour-
aged insurrection and murder could be held entitled to the privileges
of prisoners of war under the cartel was a grave question. But
these cases were few in number, and ought never to have interrupted
the general exchange. We were always ready and anxious to carry
out the cartel in its true meaning, and it is certain that the ninth
article required that the prisoners on both sides should be released, and,
that the few cases as to which misunderstanding oceurred should be
left for final decision. Doubtless if the preponderance of prisoners had
continued with us exchanges would have continued. But the fortunes
of war threw the larger number into the hands of our enemies. Then
they refused further exchanges, and for twenty-two months this policy
has continued. Our commissioner of exchange has made constant
efforts to renew them. In August, 1864, he consented to a proposition
which had been repeatedly made, to exchange officer for officer and man
for man, leaving the surplus in captivity. Though this was a departure
from the cartel, our anxiety for the exchange induced us to consent.
Yet the Federal authorities repudiated their previous offer, and refused
even this partial compliance with the cartel. Secretary Stanton, who
has unjustly charged the Oonfederate authorities with inhumanity, is
open to the charge of having done all in his power to provent a fair
exchange, and thus to prolong the sufferings of which he speaks; and
very recently, in a letter over his signature, Benjamin I, Butler has
declared that in April, 1864, the Federal Lieutenant-General Grant
forbade him “to deliver to the rebels a single able-bodied man ;7 and more-
over, General Butler acknowledges that in answer to Colonel Quld’s
letter consenting to the exchange, officer for officer and man for man, he
wrote a reply,
not diplomatically but obtrusively and demonstratively, not for the purpose of fur-
thering exchange of prisoners, but for the purpose of preventing and stopping the
exchange, and furnishing @ ground on which we could fairly stand.

These facts abundantly show that the responsibility of refusing to
exchange prisoners of war rests with the Government of the United
States and the people who have sustained that Government: and every
sigh of captivity, every groan of suffering, every heart brokon by hope
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’ _defeiredamon these i ;
of Vtvhf hj.ugt. g these 80,000 prisoners, will accuse them in the judgment
th regard to the priso i
other prison stations at Andersonvill i
n‘“‘ﬂ‘ ﬁonQo}(l)th of Richmond, yonr committee haveln(?t’; 1?12,1(;:1::;?5’ 323
satisfied thai', rI; ret?sons which have already been stated Wn
be regretted idvar on{l suffering, and mortality, to an axtint mn%hag
SEs sanals of necle. :V“, among the prisoners there, but they wer:
ot ﬁec , 8till less of (}esign, on the pa.ré of the Ginfede e
for a smalle aste in preparation; crowded quarters, pre ederate
Rave sl resull. tg&lgz)er; want of transportation, and scagsitpa:;f fonly
- mer in which it h m the pressure of the war and the ba.rbaﬂous st
jects your oommi::eebe;:ocogg‘;gmkby our enemies. Upon thesen:;g:
moBm fully hereafter. o take further evidence and to report
< o‘:'tam: llllnoi: enough is known to vindicate the South, and to furnish
States Governmge :IISWOI' to all complaints on the Pal‘t,Of the Un!iltl;:d
-~ oo supplies. Th ;‘ or people that their prisoners were stinted in food
Save bl;o:;.ad od eir own savage warfare has wrought all the evil. Th
B e ot om s ol it and
contraband of
p vstf:d l{y‘zi“-t"’y‘?d the contents of drug stores and -the o nd“l;:v%
our houl;es ::l?sdz&e :gnntry;’ have ravaged our countrypgnrn:d
One of their officers ( nerﬁo g;n:giml)mh::db:m&fing imp’lement.s,
l:iggr:«' ?eaa;tt u; ntge Shenandoah Valley alone he bur:esd 2,01)1(‘) gg:ng?iiﬁl?;
of country, d trgom; that he burned all the mills in the whole tr: et;
every anim’a.lf:avexf etg t?nl; :)lcl:xlt;a;-(;m:lilest()f °‘1'3“" B SO o °"°9:’cff
. , that could contribute t &
B s e e oo
> . nds of our famili
flm?é?ll:a?on(‘l their homes as helpless and destitute r:f[‘ﬁlg:azz h’gﬁ,.‘:?n"“
by whichef o:;tl'ogleél btehe railroads and other means of tra;lsportaﬁioz
outit. Whil ‘:l)x 4 supplied from abundant districts to those with
Of wivilized v:arfus esolating our country, in violation of the usa es.
Necid us: $o ke:mysghey have refused to exchange prisoners; ha,gve
bt fo-at p 50,000 of their men in captivity, and vet hav
their (?wn aetsa t%‘é’:t:a;?lgs (tll;?l i;stutg'ﬁri;x.gs and privations caused b;
ah?ll stanld acquitted, while they mus tabél:sotnh(fe:]lg;] .of civilization we
verlsli :0“‘;, ‘;di“K this é’rellmlpary report we will notice the strange
y of interpretation which has induced the Sanitary oom,ﬁisi’i?f,;

to affix as a motto to thei
Redeemer of mankind: eir pamphlet the words of the compassionate

For I was an hungered, and ye gav
S T b s ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gav
ST prive, anda;eg‘v“i"e ?t:?i ﬁetgzt me not in: naked, and ye clothed mg no?; ﬂ?o?x?
W o
witheal:f::: lyet; lI:o_leam on what principle the Federal mercenaries, sent
s ook bugu 0?11: hl:)a‘.ll;(:: boddgstroy the lives of our people, to v’vaste
3 and barns, and drive us from our
z tr:gc?;(ilnexdﬂtl)y g: as the followers of the meek and lowly Relﬁ%?gsércﬁﬁ
koo captivee byntfst;lth(:; lgl% :;?N:& tY(;t eve;ln these mercenaries wflen
_captiv been treated with proper humani
cruelties inflicted on our prisoners at the North mlz)z.; well ju[:;ltti)t’i7 uc:lil::

applying to the Sani fait
Teacsllx erE anitary Commission the stern words of the Divine

Thou hypocrite, first cast out the b  thi
see clearly to cast out the mote ou: ot?atlllxlyo{::o%‘llg!::,y:.wn PRSI N
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We believe that there are many thousands of just, honorable, and
humane people in the United States upon whom this subject, thus
presented, will not be lost; that they will do all they can to mitigate
the horrors of war, to complete the exchange of prisoners, now happily
in progress, and to prevent the recurrence of such sufferings as have
been narrated; and we repeat the words of the Confederate Congress in
their manifesto of the 14th of June, 1864:

We commit our cause to the enlightened judgment of the world; to the sober
reflections of our adversaries themse‘ivos, and to the solemn and righteous arbitra-
ment of Heaven.”

—_—

Statement of Robert Ould, agent of ewchange, before the | Congressional]
committee.

No interruption in the regular delivery of prisoners occurred before
Friday, the 24th of February. On that day I carried a number of
Federal prisoners to Boulware’s Wharf, and had transportation suffi-
cient to bring back 2,000 of our prisoners. I met Colonel Mulford at
Boulware’s, but received no Confederate prisoners, there being none
at Varina, otherwise called Aiken’s Landing. He stated that none were
coming up the river, and I accordingly agreed to be at Boulware’s
Wharf on the following day (Saturday, the 25th) with steam-boat trans-
portation for 2,000. 1 made the necessary arrangements. On proceed-
ing to Rocketts, however, on the morning of the 25th, I was there
informed by all the captains of the boats that it was impossible to go
down in consequence of the freshet. At my earnest golicitation the
captain of the small steamer Townes consented to take the medical
officer of my bureau, Surgeon Brock. I instructed him to represent
the case to the Federal agent and to the prisoners who, 1 felt sure,
would be at Boulware’s, giving them the option of marching to Rich-
mond or returning to Varina and remaining there until the steam-boats
could come down. I remained to make arrangements in this sudden
emergency for receiving and providing for them. I telegraphed and
sent messengers to General Custis Lee, requesting the necessary guard
and such facilities of transportation as he could furnish. Ialso directed
the Ambulance Committee to do everything in their power. General
Lee furnished the guards and contributed everything he could. The
Ambulance Committee were active and faithful in their efforts.
On Sunday (the-26th) the river was still too high for the steam-boats,
of the Allison intimated that there was some chance of

but the captain i )
his going down the next day. I therefore thought it more expedient to
wait until Monday morning. On Sunday night, however, Oaptain Gif-

ford reported to me that the river was rising again and that he could not
ght to General

go down on Monday. 1 accordingly telegraphed that ni _

Oustis Lee, informing him of the facts and requesting him to notify Col-
onel Mulford that my medical officer would meet him at Boulw are’s 10.30
a. m. Monday morning to make arrangements for the speedy delivery
of our prisoners. Doctor Brock had to wait until 3 p. m. for Colonel
Mulford, and arranged for the marching of the men on Tuesday. I
instructed Doctor Brock to inform Colonel Mulford that I would come
down with the steam-boats, if possible, but if not able to do so I would
make every arrangement I could for helping the prisoners to Blchmond,
if they concluded to attempt the march. The prisoners did so elect,
with a full knowledge of the facts, and every possible facility of guards,

*The evidence referred to in this report is not found
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