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Hr  `,.,  K  Edmunds
Ath"8er

The  folio-I-/ing  is  an  excerpt  from Amended  Short  j]aetch  of  the
;iistorical  and  qraditional  Histor:,7  of  Bates  Line  of  Descent  of  Tjestern
Virginia.  art  of  the  Bates-Hill,  Bates-Bourland  and I¥'artin-Houser  Families
\'+ritten  ty  Ti'm.   a  Bates  of  Houston.  itii.sisslppi3

9th.     t`inis  Langdon  Bates.  born  in  ls48,  not  having  completed  such
education  as  fartbel.'s  resources  and  inclination  justified;  on  his  removal
to   T®=cas,   pl=iced  him  la  our  home  care,   from  which  he. entered  the  Su]mer-
ville  Institute.  a  private  institution  conducted  by  Prof.  Gathriggt.  where
he  completed  an  lmperfeet  course  of  education.  returning  to  our  home  ho
read  Iiaw  under ny  supervision,  and  on  being  admitted  to   the  Bar  i3oon  after
married  Lliss  Roberta  £Ioney  of  Carrollton,  REiss. ,   danghter  cjf  Joha tloneSf.
and  fiirt}rer  .f  the  Eon.   Hernando  D Money,  Congressman  and  United  States
Jemtor,  representing  lzi¥sissipi7i  to  the  day  of  his  death.    This  rowley
married  Couple  at  once  remiiveu   to  the  frontiers  of  Texas,  locating  at  t'ce
Village  o±.  dranbury.  i3omty  seat  of  Hood.     'i`ifror..  as  a  young  lawyer  he  soon
gained  the  confidence  of  associates  and  ±`inancial  success.    Among  them,
quito  an  accomplisried  and  ref.ined  man,   though  a  recluse.  and  occupant  of
the  back  room  of  an  eating  h;use.  conductedlrpresided  over  by  another  man.
he  all  t'ae  while  remaining  in  t'n©  background.     In  the  meantime.  this  con-
sern  being  operated  under  an  assumed  name.  and  `navine;  violated  the  Federal
law,  the  name  was  indioted  in  that  court.  and  the  recluse  arrested,  art
brother  was  retaineQ  by  hi!n  to  make  his  defence,  which  the  recluse  under-
stood  established  the  confidential  relations  of  attorney  art  client,  and
at  the  same  time  the  client  revealed  to  his  la`ryer.  that  under  no  circum-
stances  would  he  enter  a  pel.sonal  appeal.ance  in  the  Federal  Court,  lest
he  should  be  idem
of  bills,  stating.fa:::disa:fLa:h:em:::;:::F:uLha:::d£±:e:::::=goat:a;:rLs
and  appe#for me.  enter  a  plea  of  guilty  and  pay all.``     So  the  plan proved  a
success,  whio`n  seemed  to  I.ivit  friendship  and  increased  confidential  rela-
tlcms  between  the  parties.  and  soon  after  the  ]nan,  yet  in  his  seclLislon was
taken  suddenly  sick as  he  expressed.  unto  death,  called  brother  to  his  re-
liei.,  thong.a  still  impl.®ssing  prot.oand  socr®oy.  when  he  revealed  the  fact
that  he  v,'as  the  real  John  \,I/ilks  Booth.  the  assinator  of  President  Abraham
I,incoln®   That  the  e=ocution  of  Hrs.   Sarrat  Tfas  a  discredit  to  the  govern-
ment.  for  she  had  no  oormection  T,¢i'ith  the  plot  culminating  in  his  Assasi:ira-
tion.    i3ontinuing,   then gave  a  full  statement  of  the  manner  of  his  escape
and  his  meanderiz]gs  from  that. period  to  the  date  of  his  revelation  and  con-
fession.  And  since  Ills  suicide  at  Enid.  Omahoma.   this  brother  `nas  writt;en
cLuite  a  creditable  Book.  '`'i.hich  piirports   to  contain  a  full  histol.y  of  this
confessed  assinator  of  President  Lincoln.   sup-ported  by  proofs.  etc.    Not
content  \'/ith  his  Cpexas  ventjre,  he  returned  to  Miss..   settling  for  a  tine
at  Greonville  where  .ne  obtained  an  intrest  in  its  Street  Railroad  and  in
meantime  lost  his  wife.  and  finally  removed  to  Memp'.riis.   Tem„  where  he
opened  his  law  office,  and  again married  a  I.,{iss  I)oyle.,  `nis  children  being  a
son  and  daughter.  t'ne  fruits  of  each  `;flarriage.
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