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Bearbonn,  Hieh.
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tJ  _ _--     . _ ----    ', --±|t:,   Wvvt,Jl-Iarti3lef?.  A  few  years  ago  I  made  sons  local  investigations
for.  tbett®falahoma  Hi3tapl®al  g®eietyn ,and  obtained  some
Very  interesting  imf ormation  ln  cormeotion iFlth  tbe  Baqrid
E.Geopgo  Batten  It  bad been ptunered tnat  a.E.George  }iad
mri.led  in Fran}[1in  GotmtFt¥ermeasee,under  the  name  of  B®®tn.

\Af.ten  inter¥1owing  several  old  people  living  near
Sewanee,Benneg§ee,a  small  toHn  in  th±.q  ®otility,I  learned  tbat
a  8tpange  an&  ¥epy  pe®uliar  nan,to  the  mountain  people.bad
eome  tbere  lp  tile  year.  1S72  and married img  Louia&  J.Pa*ne,
a  widiow,who  h€id  ap  boy  tFho  tras  twelve  Fears  ola  at  the  tine
oF  tne  marriage,named  Gagep  Payne.  I  looked  tlar®ugh  tne
€oturt  I-tee®pds  and  Found  tHe  Original  marriage  113ense  aLnd
ai.,ta6hed  eel-tifi®ate,dated February  £5th,    1S72.

E-onn t7.Booth  to  Louisa  J.Payne.  The  Old residemtg  told
me  th&tt  j¥Lootli  Boon  left  tne  tTom&n.  I  leapned  tnat  Gagep,her
son,lived  at  Fayqtbeville,Termessee  and made  a  tFlp  there
to  see  him®  The  Oklahoma  Histori®al  Society  had  gent  to  me
•gg::3:gri:!`o`ac3:e:.!;g:?geio:a:agoT::g,::®3n!:{g:E§3ge:h£:
of  ini8  Btepf@tber  on  the  wall  and  that  game  trag  the  photograph
®f  the  sane  man  George  whose  piettme  I  had.Ele  then  showed me
other  sEiall  pi€tunes  of  B®obh  and  they  Hez.e  examined  Tery
©losely  and  I  feel  stme  that  David E.George  and the  John W.
Booth  that  married  this  woman were  the  game  man.

Hr.Cagep  Payne  stated that  they  never  diseussed  the  matter
Very  muSli,but  that  he  would  Site  me  aom®  facts  pertaining  to
tlie  mattcl.  fop  the  So®1ety.  He  also  had  enlar.god  phot®graphg
of  his  m®tlier,fiouisa  J.Payne  and  his  sister,Lau[.a  Ida  Booth,
the  daughter  of  John #.Booth,igho  left  before  she  was  born.

Hr.Payne,  stated  that  being  twelTc  FearE5  old  he  remember.ed
=-3oot}-i  Hell  and  that  he  hear.a  him  tell  bl8  moth®p,when  he  did
not  Lmow  that  he  was  about,that  he  Has  Join Wilks  Booth  and
the  saffic  man  who  asg&Birm-ted Irresident  Lincoln,and  that  he
mlEght  hi£¥e  to  leave  at  any  time  and  that  she  need not  think
anything  strange  when  he  I.Fas  gone.  LEtating  that  he  wotild '
REake  ai`fidiiTit  to  these  fa®ts  any  time.He  `qtill  llveg  at
S`ayettevi].1e,germessee.ny  some  means  ±t  soon  got  ritrmol.ed
about  this  ®ounby  tliat  Ems  Payne  had married  J®hn-Wilks
B®oth  i?h®  had  esGa?ed.  I!e  took  her  and  eager  Bent  to  E[emphls
he  passed  a  ®iti=en  on  the  streets  of  Hemph±s  who  turned
round  and  lci®ke€1 back  at  him  and  said  to  the  p€±rty urltn  his

¥!Jith  mtich  ir3terest,I  hate  read  Four.  Jorm WilkB  B®oth
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If  that  isn't  J®ha iFilks  ?So®th,it  ls  his  ghost,B®oth  left
HeHphiB  at  ®nee  and neither  eager  nor  hl§  mother  eTep  heard
®f  n±m  any more  until  eager  iaentified I-i±Iai  at  Enid  Oklahoma
ai.tor  he  wag  dead  under  the  name  of  B®E.George.

The  datighter  Latura  Its  never  sac  her  fatfaep  e%®ept  after
it  i+eras  embalmed.  Her  Eietur'e,which  I  9av  at  eager  Pa]rne§
home,revealed the  fact  that  She  was  a  very fine  looking  igonan,

Em.Payne  told me  that  his  mother  told him and his  half  #ister,
Laur.a  Ida  Booth,that  tile  Booth  slie  had maSried was  none  other
than  John Ffilks  iFho  ea®aped  and  that  an®ttier  man wag  killed
ffhom  they  thougl-it  iFas  Booth.  Ear.Payne  is  an  honorable  ®it±=en
®f  his  ®®REunity  and  states  tllat  witl]  all  the  faetB  and  ®ipeun-
sban©es  tsef®pe  hire  as  1]e  has  them*he  Could  not  believe  anything
else  than  that  John iFiHs  Booth,Johzi gr.Booth  am~i  E.F,.fieorge
are  ®Iie  and  the  saere  Ham  and  that  he  positively faiow9  that
John TF.Hooth  and  E}avid  E.Ge®rg®  are  the  Sane  man.

After  the  €1eath  ®P  F=Ers  Booth,Laura  Ida  li?ed with  HP.Payne
until  she  wag  Fom.t®en  FeEBs  Old  at  that  age  she  developed
baleHt  For  the  Stage,hired her.Self  to  a  braveliFg  eompamy
and has  been  on  the  state  ever  sinee®
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I  have  before  me  a  1€tber  from  her  dated  Januar.y  a9th,1924,
at  that,  time  her  `iLddreEs  was  11®  West  7?th  8t.,#eH  Fork,H.¥®

IH  tl.ie  several  letters  I  have,the  things  she  gtateg  fully
e®robepate  the  §tateEents  ®f  €agep  Eayne.  IIer  Stage  Hame  ls
Hrs  Art  Ef®pmaH.  She  oT]jeetg  t®  the  pufalieitF  ®f  being  the
daughter  ®f  John Wilks  Booth,faut  states  that  it  is  true.

fi±ow  I  have  no  intepegt  in  t5!is  matter  exeept  6ur'i®sitF  and
I,FOHld  like  to  lmow  What  the  faetg  really  are.  ¥®up  lmLrestigatl®n
has  not  yet  peRIo¥ed  the  Idea  from  my  tHind that  J.¥11Hs  Booth,
eB€aped  ELntl  died  at  Enld,01±1ah®ma  under  the  name   ®f  B.H.GeoE.ge.

I  do  not  lmow  anything  about  the  truth  ®f  the  details  ®f
iRE######  JLitlge  Bate'§  story  or  the  gt.Helen matter,but  the
fg:  I:°=3: k: t :;yt8*=:3n£:liz:at 1::±E®=;n:±¥'£8n¥[.±8[=8elsp:E;
an  outline  ®f  the  faet8  before  ne.  I  have  the  full report
of  the  OklahoE3a  Histopleal  So®ietF  ighi®h  e®ncludes  that
Bavid  E.George  waEB  Booth.
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