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While at Enid, Oklahoma, where we opened a new theater, I met a man by the name of
John Walter Nobison, who represented the "Dramatic Mirror" and who interviewed me
for a write-up, which appeared later in the "Dramatic Mirror,"

I saw Mr Robisom four or five times during a period of two wceks in Enid
and E1 Reno, where we played after leaving Enid., Due to the fear of small pox, an
epidemic of which was in that section at the time, I left the Company at the end of
the Bl Reno engagement. We were to go next to Guthrie and I learned from other mem-
bers of the Company that Mr Robison called to see me there, and he later mentioned
the call in one of the two letters he wrote me, '

lMr Robison appealed to me as being quite cultured and talented, very polished
and a gentleman in every way. He was of military bearing, spoke with a Southern accent
and seemed te have plenty of money. He was much intercsted in my acting and greatly
complimented me on it, He said I compared very favorably with Maxine Zlliott and Julia
Marlowe, and told me that I was too talented to play in the sort of production I was
then in,

"Colonel" Hamilton, the owner of "The Woman in the Case" Company was planning
to bring out the following year a new play "Shadows of Sin" in which I was to star., I
do not remember who was the playwright of "Shadows of 5in" but always had the impres-
sion it was "Colonel" Hamilton., I do not know whether lMr Robison had anything to do
with the writing of this play or not.

"Shadows of S5in" was a melodrama, the plot was based on the wrong done to a
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A Bﬁtes (%éééiese): nifter remaining at the .nstien Fotel for quite & long
¢ &
while vavid E. George (Booth) bought a cottuge at El Heno, paying trirty-five
Lﬁndred dollars for it, where e installed & fumily by the mame of Simmons, who
were to board him for the rent of the place. He told the nnstiags that he was
tired of hotel life anu requested tiem to look for a wife for him, suying in a
Jjoking way that he would pay handsomely for one well suiting his faney, who would
M
be willing to tuke charge of his cottzge home.

The records at ti e Court .ouse, El Heno, January 13, 1921 showed that
bavid E, George paid J. Davig w350.00 through & real estate man by the name of
Vanness and gave bavis & mortgage for .;350.00 or .,700.00 altogether in payment for
tue pluce at 107 S. lMacomb -treet, the cottage to whici lir. Bates refers as having
cost @?EEE. The deed and mortgage were dated rebruary 25, 1902 and the mortgage is
in the book of mortgages #18, page 377 of -ebruary 28, 1902. D. E. George to Jorn
J. Davis, mortgage 350,00, for two years, released liay 10, 1902 by payment. Book 1
of releases, page 4b0. The signature of D.X. George is the same as on check und on
letter and wills. There is then & second mortgage, book 18, page «84 of book of
mortgages, D. E. George t0 Ieo Berry. (Berr;y was a real estate man and had money

to loan) This mortgage was made May 7, 1902. for .500.00 puj.ble two years from

date. This was released Hovember 17, 1902, There is then a deed, David E. George,



to J. W. Simmons, July 3, 1902, for this cottage, the consideration beirg
$1000.00. George had himself painted and fixad the place up after he bought

it amd as a rosult made $300.00 gross on the deal.
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Since this is the only real estate desl of record in the E1l Reno,
Canadian County)b‘ourt House mde by Y, £, George, and the only one the £l
fieno people interviewed ever heard about, there cen be no doubt that the

thirty-five hundred dollar cottage is just another fiction of Ur. Pates'.



in El-Reno,~OXYEKoNE, in Mareh of 1900.  4his time-a woman-was the recipient -

of--the-startling..s

Hewdags: "At Fort Worth we lost sight of Booth for a number of years, but

it seems from the best obtainzble informstion that he drift8d into the vi-
cinity of Guthrie, Oklahoma Territory, but was located at Hennessey, Oklsghoma
Territory, in the year 1896, playing the role of a gentlemam of leisure, under
the name of George D. Ryan, where he raemained until some time in the year 1899
when he located at E1 Reno, Oklghoma Territory, sixty-five miles south of
Hennessy, stopping at the Anstein Hotel, where he was domiciled in 1898 when

I took up the matter with the govermment a thorities at Washine ton.”
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The reference to ¥t. worth 1s te a story told Bates that Gen. Albert

Pike thought he saw Booth on a Fort Worth street in 1883 or 1884, Attempts cea, s;zz«”’/(\{

here to lead the reader to believe that he traced the movements of St. Helen
to Hennessey, while as a matter of fact he knew nothing of George at Hennessy
until after George's death at @nid:

"On Moving to 21 Heno, in 1899, Booth made deposits of money, opening
an account with the State bank of that place, under the name of David 3. Georga.
(This bank was not establisled until 1901) Assuming the character of a journey-
man house painter he took a contract and painted a small cottage for Mr. Anstein,
1':he proprietor of the Anstein potel, and advertised himself as David E. George,
house painter, in the Dai ly {J:alnocrat, a newspaper published at E1 Reno, but tcok
no jobs of painting after that first one for Mr. Anstein, end did no other work
in this nor any other business at E1 Reno."

Whers Mr. Bates gets the name George D. Ryan at Hennessy, Oklahoma, for

David E. George, is a mystery. The following sworn statements show that D. &.

George was painting houses and dyeing his mustache under his own nzme in Hennessy.
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The sworn statements of the Hemnessy and 31 Reno merchants from whom D, 3 Becras
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purchesed his paint,and from Mrs. Anstein, very definitely disprove that George
"took no jobs of painting after that first one for Mr. Anstein,”™ as is claimed

by Bates?
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Enid, Okla., Jan. 11, 1921.
On the morning of Jamuary 13, 1903, I was called by phone to the Grand
Ave. HLotel run by S.S.Dumont. This was soon after I came down to the office. When I

*\ arrived at the hotel, I was taken to a hall bedroom on the second floor, to a man who I
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/ 1 h\reallzed was in the throes of death. In fact he died before I could get a hypodermic

i

pre ared. Ilis death was caused by takﬂﬁ%an over dose of styrehnine. I was informed that

the man's name was George. He made no confession from the time I entered the room,in fact
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he could not speak. The only other person in the room was a Ilir. Lee Boyd, who lived at

the same hotel.

P /blanea3 R A Feild M D
stale of Oklahoma o S
e ; S8 i ,./ e
u / i F s ‘ ™
/ \ | T .
I, A I Butts, ! a notary pgpiic in and.#0r the said County, in

"

Feild, perionallyféiown to me %o be

\

/ ]

'1 ’ ‘
iped tp the foregoing instruhen%, appezred before me this
i 4

the state aforesaié, do hereby certify, t&at Dr.
/

i/ 74
{ X

'3
icned, the said instrupent.

\

-

day in vperson, and acknow,:-éed that he®
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