
I

i

`\t''thile   at  Enid.   Oklahoma,  1+,'hei.e  we  opened  a  net=,'  thea,ter.   I  in.et  a  ran  by  the  nan.e  of

John  ',.j'alter  :`Lobison,   who  I.epresented  the   ''Dramatic  ]'flii`L or"   and  Tv'ho   interview,ted  me
for  a  -\'y'rite-up,  \7rtich  ai3pea+-ed  later  in  the  ''Dramatic  Mirror."

I   saw  lfr  Robison  four  or  five  times  dul.ing  a  rteriod  of  two  w``,(eks   in  Enid
and  fl  =2Leno.  v,there  we  ijla:,red  after  leaving  inid`.     Due  to  t-he  fc.ar  of  smll  pox,   an
epidemic  of  wliich  was  in  that  section  at  the  tin.n.e,   I  left   the  ComLjany  at  the  end  of
the  EI   YiLeno   engagement.     'rfe  were  to  go  next   to   C;uthrie  and  I  leari.ried  froin  ot`ner  mem-
bers   of  the  ComJ-`any  the,t  I.{r  Ro'bison  called  to   see.  -nc  there.   cind  `ne  later  rientioned
the   Call   in  one   of  the  t.`ro   letter.s  he  T,r`,rrote  !T!e.

:,:r  Piobison  appealed  t,o  me  as  ijeing.  quite  cultul.ed  art.d  talented,  very  polished3.`+S :.tg        and  a  gentleman  in  every  wa;y.     He  v,ias  of  military  bearing.   sj:joke  1..,'ith  a  Soutriem  accent

and  seemed  t®  have  i'jlenty  of  money.     He  was  much  inter(i;sted  in  ray  acting  and  grea,tly
comiliLn.ented  me  on  it.     ;ie  said  i  compal.ed  ver:,.-favorably  with  :`,[axine  Jlliott  and  Julia
I,7Li.i`.io\.I,.e,   and  told  :-.1.e   that   I  was   too  talented  to  play  in   tile  sort   of  ijroduction  I  was
then  ill.

''Colonel"   Hamilton,   t`£-ie   o\'mer  of   ''l'he  .``7oman   in  tbe   Ca,se"   Com.L-jany  wls  plaii-+ing

to  'bririg  out   the   follow,'ing  yea.r  a  ne.`,T\.  I.)lay  "S-hadows   of  Sin"   in  v,t`nich  I  was  bo   star.     I
do  not   re]-nember  Tv'ho  was   the  playwright   of  ''Sha{:ows   of  Sin"   but   alwa5,Ts  had  the  impres-
sion  it  1,tv'as   "Colonel"   Ifamilton.     I   do  not  'j..=iow v`j'heti'-ier  :.:r  =iobison  had  anythin€;:  to   do
v,rit|n.  the  ``/1.iting  of  this  I)1`..y  or  not.

"Shadows   of  5in"  wa,s  a  melodrama,   the  plit  was   based  on  the  .,T,Trong'`  done   to   a
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wiiile  i;avid  E.   George   (Booth)  bought  a  cottc€e  at  E1  -ifeno,  paying  t.f_irty-i ive

I-iundred  dollars  for  it,  wiiere  jLe  installed  a  f:anily  by  ti`ie  mane  of  Sirmons,  who

were  to  board  him  i.or  tile  rent  of  the  pkoe.    Ee  told  the  -nstia=±S  that  he  \'©s

tii`ed  of  hotel  life  and  requested  tiiem  to  look for  a wife  for  him,   staying  in a

joking  way  that  he  would  pay  handsouiely  for  one  vrell  suiting  !iis  faricy,  who  wcinld

in
be  willing  to  tL],ke  ciiarge  of  his  cottage  hone.

qhe  records  at  t;-:e  Court  i.ouse.  El  fieno,   dEntiary  15,   1921  showed  that

Ljavid E.  George  paid  J.  DaviS ir550.00  throTig}.i  a  real  estate  man  by  the  rme  of

Vanness  and  gave  i3:ivis  a mortgage  for  ir550.00  or  :;700.00  altogether  in  pa+])ment  for

tile  plince  at  107  S.  L{acomb   ,-treet,   the  cottage  to  wiiici-1 Hr.   Bates   refers  as  I-irfuving

cost  #5500.    The  deed  and mortgage  were  dated  £`ebruary  25,   1902  and  the  mortgage  is-
in  tl-ie  book  of  mortgages  #18,   p:age  3r/7  of  .'ebrmary  28,   1902.     I).  E.   ifeorge  to  Jo,im

J.  Da,vis,  mortgage  $550.00,   for  tvl'o  years,   released  Ilvrlay  10,   1902  by  ira:yment.     Book  1

of  releases,  page  450.    I-ne  signature  of  D.E.  George  is  the  sane  as  on  check and  on

letteli  and wills.     fi`here  is  tiien a  second mortgage,   book  18,  page  ts4  of  book  of

mortgages,     D.  E.   George  to  keo  Berry.     (Berr:vT wus  a  rea,I  estate  man  and  had money

;o  loan)     `ril+I.is  mortgage  was  made  Hay  7.   1902.   for  tr500.00  plgiv-i4ble   two  years  fran

date.     T:+_`_is  was   released  ±iTovember  17,   1902.     T}jere   is   ther.  a  deed,   David  E.   i;ieorge,



to   I.   'i{/.   Simmons,   dulqv   3,1902,   for   this  cottag`e.   the   consider.ation   being
T   #iooo.Oo.      George

had  himself painted  and  fixed  the  place  ixp  after  he  bought

it  and   as  a,  result  made  #300.00  gross   on  the  deal.

Since  this  is  the  onl.v  real  estate  deal  o¥recor#iG;/the  EI  Rer]o,

Canadian  County?Court  House  rrEide  by  i).   E.   Gectrge.   and  the   only   or,e   the  El

henot people   iiiterviewed  ever  heard  a-Bout ,   there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the

thirty-five  hundred  dollar  cottage  is  just  another  fiction  of  l[r.  rates..
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Of _thgr apfaf~&IfuR~Bafoes£-d3±SimesBed-
I__p±E±=L±§=.''AtFortWorthw©1ostsightofBoothi.oranumberofyears,but

it  seems  fl.om  the  best  otttainable  information  that  he  drifted  into  the  vi-

cinity  of  Guthrie.  Oklahoma  Territory,  but  was  located  at  Hennessey.  Oklahoma

Territory.  in  the  year  1896.  playing  the  role  of  a  gentleman   of  leisure.  under

the  name   of  George  D.  ftyan.  whore  he  remained  until  some   tine   in  the  .veer   1899

when  he  located  at  EI  Reno,  Oklahoma  Territory,   sixty-five  in.iles   south  of

Hennessy,   stopping  at  the  Anstein  Hotel,  where  he  wa,s  domiciled  in  1898  when

I  took  xp   the  matter  with  the  goverrment  an thorities  at  Washixp ton.W

F+:n c;t-c.,fr+gf±€ ;±=ee
The  reference  to  F't.  +ilorth  is^ta  a  story  told  Bates that  Gen.  Albert

Pike   thought  he  saw  Booth  on  a  Fort  \``i'orth  street  in  1883  or  1884.     Attempts. g4ngr

here   to   lead  the  I.eader  to  believe  that  he  traced  the  movenents  of  St.  Helen

tc`  Hennessetv.  while  as  a  matter   of  fact  he  knew  nothing,   of  George  at  Hennessy

until  after.  Geol.gets  death  at  Enid:

W0n  Moving   to  EI  Reno,   in   ls99.   Booth  made  deposits  of  money.   opening

all  account  with  the  State  bank  of  that  place.   under   the  name  of  David  I.   GeorgLe.

(This  bank  vas  not  establistod  until   1901)    Assnming`  the  character  of  a  journey-

man  house  painter  he   took  a  contract  and  painted  a  small  cottage  for  Mr.  Anstein,

the  p.I.oprietor  o±'   the  Anstein  hotel,   and  advertised  himself  as  David  E.   George,

house  painter.   in  the  |ai|y  j±j3g.8£=.gh?,   a  newspaper  published  at  £1  Rep.o,  but  took

no  jobs  of  painting  after  that  first  one  for  Mr.  Ansteirj.  and  did  no  other  work

in  this  nor   any  other   business   at  EI  Renci.tt

Wthere  rttr.   Bates  gets   the  name  George  D.  R,van  at  Hennessy,   Oklahoma,  for

David  a.   George,   is  a  mystery.     The  following   Svern  statements  show  that   I).  E.

George  ..`/as  painting  houses   and,  dyeing,  his  musta.che  under  his  own  name   in  Hennessy.

The   sworn   statements   of   the  Hermessy   and  EI  Reno  merchants   from  v,rhom  D.   |J].   George
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purchased  his   paint,and  fl.om  Mrs.   Ansteir2,   very  definitel.v  disprove  that  George

''took  no  .jobs  of  painting   after  th.at  first  one  for  Mr.  Anstein,"  as   is  claimed

by  Bates=



-1- // 4`,,
jinid.   Okla.,   Jan.11,   19`21.

en  trie  mornin`:.  of  Jarmary  13,   1905,   I  was  called  by  phone  to   the  Grand

Ape.1iotel  rim  by  S.S.Dunont.     Tills  v+.as  soon  after  I  came  down  to  the  off ice.     :rThen  I

arrived  at  the  hotel.   I  was  taken  to  a   hall  bedroom  on  trie  second  floor,   to  a  rmn  wbo  I

realized  ircis   in   the  ti-Ifoes  of  death.     In  fact;-  Fie  died  bet.ore   I  could  ,get  a   hypodennic

an  over  dose  of  Styrchaine.     I  was  informed  that

the  riran's  name  wacT,s  tieorge.     F].e  made  no  confession  ft`om  the  time  I  entf3i]ed  trie  room,in  fact

he  cc)uld  -not  speak.     `Jhe  only  other  person  in  the  room  was  a  Eir.  Ijee  Boys,   \¥ho  lived  at

the  same  hotel.
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