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}Tew  Orleans,   Ija.

Wilke

in  the  opening  of  the  Osage  reservation  and
ivhen   oil   was   struck   thereabouts   to \come
`,within  the  radius  of  fabled  opulence,  the  ad-

jacent   la.nds   yielding   immense   revenues   on

!`fraL:,'::;:S'c]:;a±{::tahegr[enai:arnsd{:t;::tn£{oeindtphea°n-i

riere    commercial    stridency.    Was    "Happy
Jack,    the     shoemaker    of    Newkirk;"    John
:Wilkes   Booth?  .

We   are   familiar   with   the   details   of   the
assassin-ation   of   Pre`sident   Lincolri   in   Ford's

fbeater,  how  John  Wilkes  Booth.  scion  of  a
`,fpmi]y    of   histrionic    and    intellectual    note,
11€aped   after   the   deed   from   the   presideritial
t;bo±  to   the   stage.  his  .foot   entangling   irL  the
draberies,   th'rowing   him   violently;   how   he

::::3edsyt:ptahti3::dr:da°t::Ldwe:eraeni";§o+rsa°ni6{Cqu-
away,  later   finding  a  respite  and  relief  in  a
barn  on  the   Garrettt  plantation  near  Br)wling
Green,  V;.    The   barn  was   fired  and   .   man,
supposedly   Booth,   shot  by   Sergeant   Boston  ;
Corbett,  some  aver  Edward   Harper  Sampson.:
of   Moline,   Ill.     It   is   this   guardsman   that

'the  niece   o£   Booth   claims  knew  that   Booth

I wa.s  not  the  mall  killed  on  that  fateful  night.

The   body`was   int,erred   as   such,   bu`t   recent
`data   has   fixed   the   man   as   Ruddy.     Booth,
lit   is  claimed,   escaped   five   hours   earlier.

:b,Cdh;:E:.S\;I,±esc°Buon:te:C:I:ergoensAhparY,e26a,ris8%::
thus  assuaging  the  tide  of  public  indignation,

: or  ditd  he,  as  D.  E.  George,  "Happy  Jack,  the
; shoemaker  of  Newkirk,"  die  by  his  ovyn  hand
rim  1903.  a   stern   retributive   finale   in'  the   life
of  the  mysterious  recluse  that  for  years  baf-
fled   a   small   community?'      Blanche   Booth   had   broken   the   s;xty-year

silence  of  the   BQoth  `family'by  affiimi,ng  the

;`statement  that  her  \uncle,  John  Wilkes  Bo,oth,
[1ived   thirty-eight   years   after   tlle   a,ssass;na-
t[tion    of    President    Lincoln,    dying    in    Enid,
;hkla.,   January   17,1903,   at   the   age   of   sixty-

An    ihteresting   §idelight    on.this   momen-
ri8   question   is  the   graphic   description`  and
rsQnal   recollectioiis   of  jhe   famous  charac-
a   Py   Mrs.   M.   P.   Franklin,   o£   428   CalhQi*!S`

New  Orlea.ns,    In  the  light  a+rev
rthat  accrue d TPQn  his   dramatie  StSi

VELL ME|IA
t  "Happy  Jack„

ilkes   Booth.      Her   c`oaviction   is
€ned  by  the  family  knowledge  of  the  Booths
'afle   being  a   member   of   the   histc)ric   Revolu

fa6nary     Beale     famjly     of     Virgi'nia.     Lik
'e§toncwall"   Jackson,    she   was   born   €n   -tw
^stfates,  Parkcrsburg,  Virginia,  later  West  Vir
•g'fnia.

i_`_LAt  the  time  of  the  drarmatic  Sett'ing  She  ira

e   w].fc   of   Joseph   Virgile    Herard.
J`Cattle   King   of   the    West."      His    vast

of     one    hundred    thousand    acres
s9d   from   the   Osagesf  ext€nd€d   from   tfi
nsas  line  to  Pawbuska,  Okla.    Ncwkirk,  the

;count}r   seat,   was   sixty   miles   further.

f#':

.In   1897  she  attended  court  session  in  N€w-
i.rk`  in`  divorce  proceedings  against  her  nil-

naire   husbaiid,`  the   case   lastijig   until   1898.

`?`

'

hen   .she   obtained   her   decree,    with   .I
ayard   T.   Hainer   presiding.
The   Smith  hotel  was  the  accepted

for  lflwyers,  court  attenilants  aiid   their  fan-
|jiEgl5;irig these   sessions.     Mrs. (FTariEffi
recall.  Leuisianans;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halt,  the
Sutherlands    o£    Kansas    City    and    other s.
Thcse`ladies   one   day   approached   her.        `>,.t,€<^`

"We   hear  you  are  a  pianist   and   we   ha+e+

decided-to  liven  up  a  bit;  too  much  serious-
ness  around  here,  let's  dance.     We   have  se-
cured a  D.  E. `George,  a  fine  violiriist,  "Hapey
Jack,   the rshoemaker  of   Newkirk,"   the   foHs8
generally  call  him.    He  seems  a  semi~iecluse
and   rather r  ecccntric`   cha.racter."

Mrs.   Franklin   readily   acquiesced,
encing  a   `'`thrill"  over  the   break   in   the   mo.
notoriy  of  the   staid  atmosphere   of  a   county
seat  in  a  primitive  locale.    It  brings  forciflpL

i   to ,mind   Will  Rogefs'  terse  sumHtary  of  pi-
oneer  day.s:  ` "You   could   buy  Indian   Terri.J

:   tory  for  a  Song  and  if  you  had  fourteen  dal-.
Ia.rs  left  you  could  buy  a  slice  of   Kansas`.}'  '

The   night   of   the   dance   -came.   andn   b.
t   George  was  .duly  presented.     He  was  dressed

faultlessly    in    black    broadcloth    and    witti,-
white   tie.`       -

"I  don't  believe  I  ever  had  the  pleasureL ¢f ,8

meeting   you   before,"   he   said   as   he   bowf d
low  before  her.

"He   had   the   stilted   diction    of   th`e   mo.8

:   conventional      school,      his      inaimers      were
1,  princely  and  when  I  lo6kcd  at   his` f`xpensiive
(   and    scrupulous    attire    I    wondered    how   3

fapuld  be   that  a  §upp6sr'edly  poor   6hoemike

;:±:dM:rrs_:_S±n±°t±:_e_::e&&u:=.:¥a¥t;=g:
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Mr€,  M.  P.   Franklin,

-_\\

1,'

-1

New  Orleans  woman,   who
after  my

•:;i-.,:::;::

s6i6-rim in  Neivkirki--do  noiii-oil.
itixpu:  t?is  I  know,  that  up  to  that  time  he  haq•     -\                 .,                     .

become    a,    victim    opf     environment   a+{`
g.hened   by   contact   with   the   crudities  a
West.    He  was'a  man  of  striking  person

lity,     high     iiitellectual     forehead,     flashin{
lack`eyes   and   iron   gray   hair   tha`t   he   ha
itually   stroked   backward.
`*As  we,played and he  swayed  to the  rhythn

the   music  he   emphasized  this  movement

a   and   Virginia   r.eel,   and  `1   recall   how   rty
v€1ed     in`     theL     `Blue     Danube'    and    othe
raus  waltze5,   o'£  which  he   Seemed   partic
ly   fond.     He   was   a   fine   violinist,   havin
large   dance   repertoire   and   most   conver
tit  with   classics.
"Hc    knew    stage    and    artistic    c`elebritie

rd  seen much  of the  drama~and  then  after
t_  would  lapse   into   a   clamlike   silence.
fir  remember`among  the  dancers  Ed.   BS.til

gg=irgti=J:i-Sf`#Tg#£st'¥|g:atseo

"  jLnd  believes  he  was  John

iinr3 who have
constructive   advances   o£   Oklahoma

Boothf

I.i_:TRE

i

tional  politics.
"To   return   to   `Happy  Jack,'   he   was   po

sesscd   of   dramatic   fire,   extremely   fond
po.stures,   a  certain   arrogance   in   his.  beat.itng
and.  _aloofne§s   that'   impressed   me  'stra,flgel}`
The  foll6wing moming t,lie  ladies  gree±ediife-i

a`How   did   ytou   like   "Happy   Jack"?     Hc

has  been  a  great  actor  and  `vas  on  the  stage
when   I+iiicoln   was   shot.'

"This   statemeiit   became   more    signific;nt

by  `gossip   and.  coiijecture   as   to   the   identit},-
of     the      :shoeniaker      of      Enid.'`     Visitors
brought   conflicting   stories   of   another'  al'i'`as
employed  in   other  portio'iis   of   the  then   "¥
a:--;I;.Vn'a`tio;...Vri.a-:r±.e=r:i:;±=:§t;`;T€su=i`±:ia.i:Lff
culation,     his     grandiloqtlence     'of iri]guaeer£
Shak'6spearean   outbursts   and   familiar   dc
nations,    especially    in     iiiebriate,   momerits,
kept   interest   rife.     One   day  a   man   wanted

:°£fjgfh;tanhcfem'a::dfiepostter:tckras:echthaantaht:;tg:

.v:.ailaqt  flew,  alfrighted,"                                       «.,
It    was    vaguely    ti;nted    th'at     remtttna€£'§

#asreacfcf££:€mdedfr;}Taa#ry¥:;]£nno?€tnft;:Ssfg`t
lawyer   fl.a
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•  event   ct
"    ivas,J I,`c,twhat.   his   nan-e

',t

tlied.   all   ordinary   itiiicran[   cobbler   wl`o

ound   his   way   into   a   young   center.    ,`At3-Rimes   a   gentleman   of   meticuloii.S  `groomin
`+¥Sugive,     and     save     for     his    predilection

E

:tiid  a   ccrtflin   garl.ulity  upon   whi<c.l]   vira
n]uch   of   the   i.urreiit   gossip,   thereLi

hauteur   tf`.at   prc`cluded   intima'cy   and   tit

ae.ri,
Tit-may`   be    signif icant

a.    rc-5p€ctc.d    citizen.

tliat   the   Clierck&t
le   k`iown   to  bc   very  friendly  v,iith'J`great  nutiiber  liaving  set-ved  ill   tlie

•{or-..Happy   Jack''  L``,'as   a   cripple   and   liipe-a

tathcr  paiii±.`illy,   and  liis   iron  gray   hair   Were.,

ishe   only   sigiis   of  _ad\.anciiig   age:                 -t*`.
gFci-iE6fTFngand

}{.:Ecahp°:;;:ckYh::1:£:ettehdadsu?ce:i;c;-]:;ns-uu-ab:?;i;fi

•!;;i:

03,  in   Enid.

Mrs.   Franklin,  then  a  resident  of  New
a,res,   ill   subsequent   newspaper  articles   real5_:"

zed    th,e     verification     of     the     identity     o£
Hapt)y    Jack."   as    considerable    controversy
7as    stirred    up.      The    trend    of    events    viias
nmistakal]ly  those  that  attended  the   ill-fated
ooth.      Mrs.  'Franklin    cudgeled    her    men-

i;::-;,

rics  of  Edw;n  Booth  in  Hamlet,  Othello  and
other  great  roles,  the  vivid  contrast ing  of
in.1.n   who   ha(I   accompanied   her   in   the

::I:::::I.1y   hc'  clainls   that   ill   Ills    mind   there    iitrj`
olutcly   no   dr]`tbt    t!iat   tlic   man   who
e   a   v_ictim   of   remorse   and   wcarines

ding   the   law   was   none   other   than
kcs   Bootll.
r.   Irwin  niet  the  late  Finis  L.  Bates,

nted  t.a  cia,im  the  body'and  who  start
es   of  ]ccttirt],s   wliich  were   promptly

tlie   authorities.   ` Bates,   how
-_€thrtha`ijz;ed   at   the   coroner.§   iilquest   that

Fad---wiJi--ciilj;-p-ie-arid`
fercd  a  perinanent  injury..    Bates  reiterated-'
his claims,  proving  all  characteristics  by  pro- I

fight  r`aged.

statiotls  brought  forth` a  torrent   of  abuse
aving  Enid  confident  in  his  researches.   H

e]ved  intensively  itno  the  movements  of  th
},;-`{ugiti.ve   fro_in  the   night  of  the   supposed  e.i;

from  Garrett's  farm,  in  the  interim  rov-`.'
the   West,   having   stayed   s
Fritialanat;..*ccordi na to

;a:ptn:tss{nte:::.::{retody:1;;s:rdusnfg;:::r:;:±],e::os:t£:esrm:affi
naL"e  o£   David   E.   George  and  made

*gk:s.S¥::nHt::;{e:,°nwytf:heof§at:eeft:::¥:#i
minister  of  EI   Rcno,  Ok]a.     From  authe
statements,    John    St.    Helen   and    Da.vid
George   were   one  and   the   same   person,

:to   this   end   Bates   was   convinced   and   tSi
remained  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that  the  r

!man  was  John  Wilkes   Booth.     Bates   died{  life`+.  firm  'in   this   belief.

When   "Happy   Jack"   swallowed   the   fat#'
poison   in   1903,   Bates   arrived   from   Memphis
and    identif :cd   the   body   as   the    triple   per-
§onalitics.     Bates  fiiially  received   I)ermis§ion
to  reriove  the  body  to  his  home  in.  Memphis.

¥::robot:yw:ans  :ep:u:n:i;!f£:js cdoenadttrt:i:   ::¥.
tl.nucd   to   be   exhibited   and   was   viewed
late  as  la§t\year.  according  to  article  in  H
Ser's   Magazine   by   William   G.   Shepherd.     :`_~:.A

Peculiarities  of  the  mumirified  corpse. tha`t
.]have   figured  prominently  in   the   controversy

are  the  scarred  eyebrow. maimed  right  thumb,
injured   ankle   and   bushy  hair  parted   low   as
familiar   in   the    Booth  ,pio.tures.                         v`L``,%{.#t

Therefore   the   question   arises  :nsistentl
did\ Boston  Corbett  shoot  John  Wilkes  88
as  he  fled  from  the  burning  barn  and  did
B'ooth  family   in  perfect   sincerity   inter
in   the    family   plot    in    Baltimore,    and
they  and   the.war   department  made   no
take-or.  as  the   conflicting  statements  p

--,-i

*later-instituted   a  trust   fund   and   readv  coqu?-,Jmunication     with      their     kin?      If      Bla~,ncl€£§

ti!n.   Booth  escaped  and  an,other  troo|)er
shot  by  the   §crgeant  and  turned   ovcr`t¢
family,   who   accepted   him   as   their  own

Booth.s   statement  is  accepted   in   good  'fa
this  is  ag  it  happened.     It  would  be  a  stra
circumstantial  freak  if  three  beings   could

:notoexoancctLy,oah];kest:nfie:ehne,:rD:adve{:tis.esG:;:ffi
and  John  Wilkes   Booth.

Mrs.    Franklin    |]oints    out    the    chai.acti
istics  of  the   Booth  family,  esthetic,  tempti
mental,   talented   and.   subject   to.  vagarie~s
ifaagination,    verbosity.`,pei-uliariti('s -ti£='±€{
ture,  all  of  whicli  caused  the   imprcss!on

gj'ew  upon  her  until  in  1903  she  was  not
LTirised    when   the    furore   arose.      She   cfei
tr,at  time  has   strengthened  her  belief   in
musical    partner's    dual    charact`er,    the

H,"-

ivho  in  his  heart  and  soul  remained  the  ide-{
ist   and    stage    dreamer,    withal    maintai*l}i
with    dignified   poise    tile    evasiv,e.    Pa#§j

t,.,,_roT':.jT:±=¥.p?¥jseshoemaker."


