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HDQRS. MILITARY DISTRICT OF FORT MONROE, VA, .
Jume 27, 1866.
General E. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General:
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the report of Surgeon Cooper
regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,
Major-General, U. 8. Volunteers.

[Inclosure.]

ForT MONROE, VA., June 27, 1866.

CoMDG. OFFICER MIL. DisT. oF FORT MONROE,
Fort Monroe, Va.:

Sir: I have to report the general health of state prisoner Jefferson
Davis as improving slowly but surely. He gives indications of increas-
ing muscular strength in his walk, which is now beginning to be more
tirm than heretofore. His appetite he states is better and he is evidently
mending. ¥

Your obedient servant,
GEO. E. COOPER,
Surgeon, U. 8. Army.

WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE,
July 3, 1866.
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War:

Sir: Referring to the reports made to yourself by this Bureau in
the case ot Clement C. Clay on the Gth ot December, 1865, in the case
of Jefferson Davis on the 18th ot January,1866, and in the cases of the
said Clay and Davis jointly on the 20th of March, 1866, 1 have the
honor to submit for your consideration the following statements:

1t will be remembered that on the trial of the assassins of the late
President it was alleged in the charges and specifications that this crime
had been committed under the incitement and encouragement of the
said Jefferson Davis, Clement C. Clay, Jacob Thompson, and other
conspirators named, as combining and confederating together for that
purpose; and this declaration the court found to be true, and the
opinion has been leretofore expressed by me that this finding was
justified by the evidence adduced. Strong, however, as was the proof
that led the court to the conclusion which they thus reached, I had
reason to believe, from the knowledge of its details acquired in the
course of the trial, that yet more conclusive testimony bearing upon the
complicity of the rebel leaders, named in the murder of the President,
existed, and hence as the head of the Bureau of Military Justice [
felt it my duty to pursue the investigation further. The first oppor-
tunity enabliug me to do so presented itself ander the following cir-
cumstances:

Anrong the witnesses examined on behalf of the Government before
the military commission which tiied the assassins was a man calling
himself Sanford Conover. Under this name he gave important testi-
mony on that trial; testimony, however, I may remark, which did not
bear on the question of the guilt of the parties on trial as actually con-
cerned in the perpetration of the murder of the President and the
attempted murder of the Secretary of State, but related only to the
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general conspiracy charged to have been formed for the commission of
these crimes and to which it was averred Jefferson Davis, Clement C.
Clay, Jacob Thompson, and others were parties. This man, it seems,
had been a correspondent of the New York Tribune from Canada, and
it was through Mr. Gay, of the Tribune, a citizen of well-known char-
acter for loyalty and integrity, that he was brought to the notice of
the Government as an important witness. After having heard the
testimony on the trial of the assassins I was well persuaded, from his
intelligence and apparently intimate association with rebel refugees
and conspirators in Canada, that he had possessed unusual advan-
tages for acquiring information in regard to their plots and movements.
Hence, when he subsequently wrote me, voluntarily and without
solicitation or suggestion on my part, giving assurance as to the exist-
ence of evidence implicating Jefferson Davis and Clement C. Clay, and
of his ability to find the witnesses, and proffering his services to do so,
I did not hesitate to accept his statements and proposals as made in
good faith and entitled to credit and consideration. The first letter
received by me from him on the subject bore date “New York, July
26, 1865,” and is as follows:

Brigadier-General HoLt: ’

DEAR SIR: Bollevin%t.hat I can procure witnesses and documentary evidence suf-
ficient to convict Jeff. Davis and C. C. Clay of complicity in the assassination of the
President, and that I can also find and secure John H. Surratt, I beg leave to tender
the Government through you my services.for these purposes. Since my appearance
as & witness before the commission I have been engaged, to some extent on my own
account, in seeking further evidence to implicate Davis, Clay, and others, and I feel
warranted in saying that my efforts have not been without some success. I can
promise to find atleast three witnesses—men of unimpeachable character—who will
testify that they submitted to Davis propositions, which he approved, to destroy
the President, Vice-President, and Cabinet, and that they received indirectly from
the rebel Government money to enable them to execute the proposed scheme. Let-
ters, I am assured by one of the parties referred to, can be adduced to corroborate a
part of their statements. Two of these persons can testify that they were present
with Surratt at an interview with Davis and Benjamin last spring, in which the

lot under which Mr. Lincoln was assassinated was discussed and approved by both

nctioparies. These men may be relied on; as I have already said, their character
is animpeachable. They despise and hate Davis now as intensely as they once
admi’ and loved him. Besides, they feel the necessity for doing some meritorious
action to insure the forgiveness and p:ardon of the Government they have outraged.

The interest I have manifested in this case has been prompted solely by a desire
to serve the Government, though I must admit that it has been intensified by my
hatred of the rebel leaders. The rebellion has ruined me financially and I have
sufiered much at the hands of Davis & Co. It will be no fanlt of mine if they escape
without their just deserts. You may depend that I can and will, if desirable to you
and the Government, accomplish all I promise and more. Ifit is not intended to
try Davis and others for complicity in the assassination I shall be glad to be sent
after Surratt. I have ever believed that I could find him and I am confident that
I can now devise a scheme for his eapture. 1 do not enter into particulars becanse
I know the value of your time too well to trouble you with a long letter. If the

ropositions I submit are entertained I will call on you and be more explicit.
lease favor me with a reply at once, and in the meantime believe me to be,
Your most obedient servant,
SANFORD CONOVER.
Direct in care of S. H. Gay, Tribune.

On the 2d of August—written ¢1862,” though evidently intended for
1865—he again addressed me from New York as follows:

NEW YORK, dugust 2, 1562,
Brigadier-General HoLt, Judge-Advocate-(ieneral, Washington, D). C.:

GENERAL: I proposed by letter a few days ago to find for the good of the Govern-
ment and people John II. Surratt, one of the conspirators, and to produce unim-
peachable evidence sufficient to convict Davis, Clay, and others of complicity in
the assassination of Mr. Lincoln. I solicited, indeed expected, an early reply but
was disappointed. Surratt has since been captured (so the papers say) so that of
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course my services in that direction will not be required. Probably yon have also
sufficient evidence to convict Davis, Clay, et al., withont the testimony—I should
say evidence—I proposed to adduce, the witnesses 1 proposed to produce, and the
facts that you could educe under my suggestion from certain disloyalists. If it is
all so I am glad. But will yon not be kind enongh on receipt hereof to inform me
by telegraph, directed to Fifth Avenune Hotel, whether or [not] I can be of further
service to the Government? If I cannot be of further service I propose to go to
Mexico, and my last day, if you do not desire more of me, in New York will be next
Friday or Saturday. -

1 hope I can be of further service. I more than hope that I shall hear from you
(by telegraph) before Saturday. If I do not I shall assume that I can be of no fur-
ther service and act accordingly. ]

Your obedient servant,
SANFORD CONOVER.

P. 8.—This is the fourth letter that I have written yon without having received a
reply. I do sincerely hope that I may receive an answer to this, if not to those that
preceded it.

Respectfully,
8. C.

It will be obstérved that the writer speaks of this as the ¢ fourth
letter.” If other than this and the previous one of 26th of July were
written they did not reach me.

I laid the substance of the assurances contained in these letters
before you, and probably read extracts from the letters to you, and
asked that I might be authorized to send for Conover to come to
Washington with a view to a conference with him and to his employ-
ment as an agent of the Government in the collection of the testimony,
should it be deemed advisable to do so, which authority you gave me.
1 accordingly wrote to him and he came on to Washington, and after
an interview with me I recommended to you that his proposition should
be aceepted and that he should be engaged as a Government agent to
find and collect the testimony of the existence of which he professed
to have knowledge. To this you assented and he was accordingly so
employed. He then went to New York, taking with him transporta-
tion from that ecity to Washington for a Mr. McGill whom he repre-
sented to be an important witness. On the 14th of August he tele-
graphed me from New York that he had found McGill and would start
the night of that. day for Washington, of which telegram the follow-
ing is a copy:

Brigadier-General HoLt, Judge- Advocate-General :

I have found McGill and start to-night; failed to find him in time to leave last
evening.

SANFORD (CONOVER.

18 Claremont avenue, Brooklyn.

Subsequently Conover and the witness who called himself John
MecGill arrived in Washington, and on the 17th of August the latter,
under that name, gave his deposition before this Bureau. The strik-
ing character of his evidence confirmed the impression previously enter-
tained of the ability of Conover to find the witnesses of whom he
claimed to have information. He proceeded South without delay, with
authority from me to make diligent search for the witnesses and to
report from time to time the progress he was making. His first com-
munication to me bore date Richmond, Va., August 24, 1865, and is as
follows:

RicumoNp, August 24, 1865,
JUDGE-ADVOCATE-GENERAL:
DEAR Sir: I have been in this city since Saturday, and although I have not suc-

ceeded in reaching any of the parties sought for I have received such information
of the whereabouts of some of them as will enable me to find them. Ishall not fail,
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either in whole or in part, you may depend on this. I shall write you every day or
two henceforth more at length, informing you of my proceedings, &ec.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
SANKEORD CONOVER.

On arriving at Columbia, 8. C., he telegraphed me under date of 1st

. of September, 1865, stating that his mission thus far had been suc-

cessful and that Key and another had been found, and that a witness
whom he refers to as C. (meaning Campbell) had been heard from.
The following is a copy of the telegram:

Brigadier-General HoLt:

My mission has thus far proved successful. Key and one other have been found
and secured. C. has been heard from and will be found. Deeming it unadvisable
to telegraph particulars I have written at length.

8. C.

.__The next communication which reached me from him was a lengthy
dispatch dated Charleston, 4th of September, 1865, in which he pro-
fessed to give the details of the investigation with which he had been
oceupied and of the successes which had thus far attended him, which
dispatch was in the following words:

Brigadier-General HovLt, Judge-Advocate :

I arrived here yesterday en route for New Orleans, where I am certain of finding "
C. Found K. at Norfolk and 8. at Wilmington. They are both anxious to do what
is right. K. wishes to wait and join 8. and C. on their way to Washington. As he
can be believed I thought better to consent. I have caused 8. to accompany me, as
his.influence and example may prove valuable should (. feel any reluctance to do
what is required of him; besides, I do not wish to lose sight of him; he is cogni-

- zant of all the facts disclosed to me by-C. My funds will not hold out until I reach

New Orleans. Owing to the destruction of railroads I have been obliged to_travel

.several hundreds of miles in hacks at ex%unsg of 50 cents a_mite,"and at several

Kointl was unable to obtain transportation by there being no quartermaster at hund.
t oevery hotel and lodging house south of Richmond have been obliged to pay
nearly double Washington hofdlrates. Telegraph me_ip care of Capt. J. H. Moore,
assissant quartermaster, No. 10 Broad street, Charleston—he is also disbursing
officer—whom youn can direct to furnish [me] with the necessary funds to enable me
to proceed at once with my business. There are other persons, as you will learn from

my letter, whom it 'may be important to find when these named have been secured.

80,

8 Along letter dated also ‘ Charleston, 8. C., September 4, 1865,” was

afterward received by me from him, and in this was given a yet more
minute detail of his researches and of the favorable results reached,
and the purpose on his patt was expressed of proceeding thence to
New Orleans. - The following is a copy of this letter:

CHARLESTON, 8. C., September 4, 1865,
Brigadier-General HoLt, Judge- Adrvocate-General : it

DEAR SIR: On the 1st instant, at Columbia, I prepared a letter for you dgtailing
my proceedings to find and procure the attendance of Campbell, Key, and others,
and on the same day telegraphed you that two of them had been found. On reach-
ing the ‘‘post-office” with my letter I learned that there was no regnlar mail from
C(ﬁumbia, and that my letter might not be dispatched for ten or twelve days. The
letter is now so worn out from being carried in my pocket from that point to this
that I am under the necessity of writing a new one. I met with considerable difti-
culty in finding Key and Snevel and found it no easy matter to win their confi-
dence and obtain their consent to become witnesses. I ascertained at Richmond
that the former was at Norfolk, Va , and the latter at Wilmington, N. C., and that
Campbell had gone to his former home, New Orleans. I resolved to endeavor to
secure Key first and soon alter reaching Norfolk found him. At first he denied
all knowledge of any plots for the assassination of the President and his Cabinet,
but when { 5isclosed to him the source of my information, charging him with such
knowledge, and assured him that Campbell and others of his acquaintances were to
be witnesses of the Government, he admitted his knowledge and stated the facts at
large (which are substantially the same as stated to you as learned by me from
Campbell), and consented to become a witness if Campbell could be induced to
‘become one also.
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_ Heis unwilling to testify to what he knows unless Campbell and others will do
likewise, as he fears and dreads being despised and called a traitor by his friends.
He was not willing to accompany me to Washington or make a deposition until
certain that Campbell—a model of all the virtues with him—would do the same.
He promised to join me on my way North with Campbell and I am perfectly satis-
ged—mdeed, I know, as far as it is possible for me to know anything—that he will

0 80.

You need not apprehend that he cannot be found yhen wanted. I have more
reasons than I need trouble yon with for kpowing that he may be depended on.

On leaving Key I proceeded as directly as possible to Wilmington, where after
much running and trouble I found Snevel. The latter is very bitter against Davis
and his leaders and is exceedingly anxious to give his testi y and that
of others to convict him. He (Snevel) has been ruined by casting his fortunes with
the rebellion, and hopes, I imagine, to retrieve some of his losses by becoming a
loyal citizen and a witness for the Government. He is very intimate with Camp-
bell and boasts of much influence over him. As he appeared reluctant to to
Washington without others to corroborate his statements I pro; that he should
accompany me to New Orleans for Campbell, not that I believe his influence will be
necessary (although possibly it might) to induce Campbell to become a witness, but
principally because 1 do not wish to lose sight of him. He is now without business
and withont money, and might in my absence accept an engagement which would
carry him beyond our reach. He assures me that he knows of two other persons in
Maryland who will make important witnesses. I trust that my proceedings in
regard to him will meet your approbation. I have not been able so far to pix up
anything more damaging to Clay. Indeed, I wish to get one case up first.

Owing to the destruction of many railroads in this part of the country I have
been obliged to make roundabout courses and ride back and forth many miles in
hacks. From Wilmington I started for New Orleans, intending to go via Florence,
Kingsville, and Augusta, but on reaching Kingsville I was astonished to find that
the cars proceeded no farther and that the remainder of the distance to Augusta
would have to be traveled in hacks. Being near Columbia and anxious to visit
-. Rome acquaintances in that city and believing I could do so without loss of time or
extra expense I proceeded to that point, from which I telegraphed you, determined
to make for New Orleans via Orangeburg and Charleston. - Here I arrived yesterda;
evening. The whole distance from here to New Orleans can be traveled by rail,
except about 50 miles which must be niade in hacks. I propose to proceed thither
the moment I hear from you and receive the necessary funds. Over some of the
railroads I was obliged to pay fare, there being no quartermaster at hand to furnish
me with transportation, and it being less expensive as well as saving time to pay
fare rather than to wait the return of the quartermaster and pay board. Board and
lodging at the South is at a very high figure, being charged for at rates far exceeding
that of the Washington hotels. Travelers are outrageously imposed on at every
step, the excuse for the extravagant charges being the scarcity of [lu'ovioionﬂ, &e.
For these reasons my fund is reduced to & few dollars and I shall require more
hefore proceeding on my business. When I left Washington I had strong expecta-
tions olpﬂnding all the witnesses named at or near Richmond and believed that I
had more money than sufficient to enable me to secure them; therefore I took the
liberty of sending $50 of the amount received from yon to my family, knowing that
they would need some during my absence. I have economized as far as possible,
and bave kept a minute account of my expenditures~which I am confident you will
approve. T Tmee 1

lplm\'o set my heart wpon producing-witnesses and testimony suflicient to canvict
Davis and Clay and with \\'}mt. I have already secured I am sure that I shall sue-
ceed. The statement that Snevel makes to me is even stronger than that made to
me (and repeated to you) by Campbell, and there is not the slizhtest doubt of my
securing the latter. 1 have telegraphed brielly the result of my proceedings and
requesting the necessary funds, and shall be momentarily expecting the needful
instrnetions, &c., to enable me to fully accomplish my undertaking.

In haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SANFORD CONOVER.

From Charleston, S, C., on the Gth of September, 1865, he sent me
the following telegram: )
Brigadier-General HoLr, Judge-Adrocate :

Do answer my dispatch of the 4th instant. Has it been received? It is very
important to the Government that 1 be instructed and enabled to proceed on my
mission immediately. I hope to receive answer by or bhefore evening.

Direct W. IX. Harrison, Charleston Hotel, not being prudent to be known here

under my own name.
SANFORD CONOVER.
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*_He did not farther correspond with me until after his return to New
York ﬁ'on; oﬁhich city on the 10th of October, 1865, he wrote me at
as follows: .

Brigadier-General HoLT, Judge- Advocate-General :

BiR: It affords me pleasure to report that my efforts to find certain persons as

‘witnesses for the Government have been crowned with complete success. Campbell

and Snevel and a Mr. Waddell, of whom I knew nothing when I started on my

1 n, are now with me in this city. Key is in Norfolk, ready to join us at a

L 40 notice; while another person named Wright, also unknown to me when I

left Wuhl.:{lon will report to me at Washington on the 20th instant. I expe-
mah«m

NEw YORK, October 10, 1865.

sienced m in finding Campbell and more in inducing him to accompany

He no sympathy for Davis; on the cont feels quite bitter against

and still dreads the obl uy and alienation of his own friends,

the betrayal of Davis’ o‘i'n the conspiracy certain to provoke.

determined to tdke the stand he is anxions that his testimony be cor-

and by as -an“{ as possible and that everythlni ipmpex- may be
oonvi 8

£
g

q

g

-

ES
E

e Mr. Davis’ on, because his acquittal, or even his conviction on

! ‘the testimon .{of two or three witnesses, would afford his (Campbell’s) friends and

; the public hsmmdl for suspecting that he, with the other witnesses, had
- ‘been suborned sworn falsely. 8o sensitive and anxious is he on this point

he insisted on at once visiting New York, where he assured me that he would
who “‘conld, if he wonld, furnish evidence of the most positive charac-

iy
z

" ter,” and that if this friend could be induced to become a witness Lie himself conld
% \ do so without the slightest reluctance or fear of the result. For this reason I came

2 the other witnesses with me for several reasons.
! is, or the nature of the evidenco he is able to furnish, Campbell
~declines to-inform me, answering all my importnnities with the assnrance that if
‘be eannot induce him to become a witness it would be useless for me to try to do so,
‘and that he could not, withont an unpardonable breach of faith, disclose anythin
_which: possibly ‘place his friend in an unpleasant position without hi

c -0 uiry here for this “friend ” he was found to, be in Canada, whence he will
2 4 on Baturday, and as Campbell is so {enhunt in the determination to see
5l  before maki ﬁh :z:xr.:rdon I think better to afford him the o%portunity.
e e be to n who the mysterions ““friend” is in case he declines
5 > Campbell in becoming s witness for.the Government.

v b Y witnesses mentioned by me include all that I have so far obtained, but my
Ganret 5 “ investigations have led to the discovery of ‘another plot, approved by Davis, for the
b murder of the late President quite as diabolical as the one which resulted in his
| Hiogs. . The witnesses to establish this charge—oneof whom is a Miss Alice Williams,
Fae ‘was commissioned in the rebel nm&ln s lieutenant under the name of Buford,
Eo the would-be Charlotte Corday, ex?p‘ at she proposed to employ poisen instead
. ‘of » dsgger—being mostly females thousht better not to produce them without a
conference on the subject with you. Besides, I iave as many in hand as I can well
‘manage.  The particu of this plot and the evidence to be relied on I shall not
to disclose till I see you. Ishall leave here for Washington on Sunday
evening with t&o three witnesses now in hand. Any instructions or luggentlonl you
may desire in fhe mean time to address me by letter or telegraph may be sent to the

Avenue Hotel, corner Madison avenue and Twenty-seventh street.

Your obedient servant,
{ { SANFORD CONOVER.

He did not come to Washington at the time promised in this letter,

bat did so Jater, arriving about the close of October and bringing with

v him two men calling themselves William Campbell and Joseph Snevel,

and who under these names. gave their depositions at the Bureau of
l(ill&r):

¢
i
:
5

Justice on the 4th day of November, 1865. . On or soon after
er’s reaching Washington he addressed me a note bearing date
November 1, 1865, as follows:

. " WASHINGTON, D, C,, November 1, 1865.
Brigadier-General Hovrt:
. Dean 8iRs Ireached here yesterday with Camphell and Snevel. Another witness
! who wis to have joined us hiere is in Baltimore and I shall run up for him this morning.
The ahovemamed prefer not to report to yon if person without me bnt will nppear
nt nllumr yon may name to-morrow, Please send me a note to the National Hotel,
that 1 may receive it this evening, stating the honr upon which I shall produce the
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witnesses for examination. The death of one of my children prevontod my reaching

here last week and the witnesses were unwilling to appear without me.
Your obedient servant,
8. CONOVER.

After the taking of the depositions of Campbell and Snevel Conover

went to New York, whence he returned to Washington, bringing with
him a man calling himself Farnum B. Wright, who on the 23d of
November, 1865, alsd gave his deposition before the Bureau of Military
Justice. ;I'he witness John -McGill, heretofore referred to, having
stated in his deposition that a man named Carter was present with him
at the interview he had with Clement C. Clay and Captain Kennedy,
in Canada, in relation to the assassination of the President and cer-
tain other distinguished officials of the United States Government L
engaged Conover to proceed to Canada for the purpose of finding and
bringing to Washington this man Oarter with a view of taking his
deposition, and he left Washington under a promise that he would do so.
F:lmum B. Wright having alleged to me that a man named Patten—
whom he had averred in his deposition to have been present with him
and others at an interview with Jefferson Davis when the abduction
and il necessary the assassination, of the President were discnsse(i

and determined npon—resided in Saint Louis, and that he believed he

could find him and secure his attendance as a witness, I employed him
as an agent of the Governmeut to go to Saint Louis for that purpose.
This I did after a conversation with him in Washington, and after
receiving from him the following note: :

NEW YORK, December 7.
General HoLt: ’

DEAR BIR: I arrived in New York this morning. I overhauled my f.pm; could
not find the paper that contained the number of the house Mr. Patten lives in, but I
am quite sure I can find him as I know the street. If you want me to go after him
I am at your service. Send me what funds you think I will require and I will start
immediately. Direct your letter to the Westchester House, corner' Bowery and
Broome street, to be left at the office till called for.

P. 8.—If you don’t require my services to go to Saint Louis please send-some
money without fail, and oblige :
; F. B. WRIG!T.

Among the persons naied as present at the interview which Farnum
B. Wright, Patten, and others were said to have had with Davis was
a man called Lamar. This person, William Campbell, whose deposition
has been referred to, stated he knew that he was in Canada and that
he believed he could prevail on him to come to the United States and
five his testimony and he offered to go to Canada for that purpose.

accordingly erigaged him. . He set out, and after the lapse of some
time wrote me from Saint Albans the following letters:

SAINT ALBANS, November 15, 1865.

Brigadier-General HoLt, Judge-Advocate-General :

DEAR Sir: I hope you will excuse my long silence but I thought best not to write
until I had something to write about. I have received no answer toeither my letter
or telegraph, but I saw a friend of Lamar’s in Saint Albans last night who tells me
that he (Lamar) was going to leave Canada soon; he could not tell how soon. He
said he had left his nﬁll stopping place, and he thinks he is poor; and I think that
uccounts for my not getting an answer to my letter or dispatch. I fear that he has
not received them, ? propose to go (or send some one) to Canada to hunt him up.
If this meets your appiobation youn will please telegraph me at once. I telegraphed
to you this morning for the necessary funds to carry out my ideas, which I hope will
prove satisfactory to you.

I shall anxiously await your answer, and hoping it will meet my ideas,

I remain, your most obedient serviint,
. WILLIAM CAMPBELL.
Weldon House, Saint Albans, Vt.
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SAINT ALBANS, November 4, 1865,
Brigadier-Gencral Hovr, Judge-Adrocate-tieneral :

DEAR Sir: ©am in receipt of your letter of the 218t You appear surprised at my
inability to get my draft cashed; not more so than I was myself. The banks here
evinee no desire to accommodate the Government. At tirst they appeared to doubt
my authority and when I satisfied them on that point they said they did not eare to
have anything to do with it; they did not see [that] they were going to make any-
thing by it. The Saint Albans bank says they have money to the amount of $1,000
or §5,000 standing out in that way that they cannot collect-and do not care to nego-
tiate any more. The First National Bank referred me to the Saint Albans, as that
bank had done a great deal of business with the Government, and they (the First
National) felt themselves under no obligations to the Government or the War Depart-
ment. Even your check I had to have signed by a resident of the place before 1
conld get it cashed. Inclosed please tind duplieato receipts signed.  Since my last
I have received a letter from Lamar appointing a meeting in Boston. where he is at
present. I will start for there to-night or to-morrow morning.

Hoping my next will be more encouracing,

I remain, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
WILLIAM CAMPBELL,

On his arrival at Boston he addressed me as follows:

Haxcock HQuse, Loston, November 9, 1865,
Judge-Advocate-General Howr:

Dear Sin: Uhave seen Lamar to-day. I think everythung is all right.  He will
give me an answer to-morrow.  We will start for New York about Saturday,
where we will stop for a few days as Lamar wants to sco some friends that are
atopping there. 1 did not write to yon on my arrival as | expected to see him
sooner. 1 will have to draw on you again this week,  You may expect to see us in
Washington about the last of next week. Please telegraph on receipt of this as 1
shall start for New York on Saturday.

Very respeetfully, sour most obedient servant,

WILLIAM CAMPBELL.

Subsequently 1 was assured that Lamar on his arrival at New York
had declined to come to Washington to testity and had left the United
States for Cuba, Still later | was advised that this statement was a
misapprehension, superinduced by a false representation of Lamar’s,
and that he had, in point of fact, come to Washington but refused to
give any testimony. | never saw him, and whether such a man existed
1 have no means ot certainly determining.

On the 28th of November, Conover wrote me from New York as
follows:

NeEW Youw, November S, ISGS,
Brigadier-General Houvr, Judye- Adrocate-tieneral : .

Drar Ste: 1 did not until this morning sneeeed in seeing Metill and geiting the
necessary directions for finding Carter. 1 shall leave by the next train for Toronto,
I shall not only find Carter but | think other witnesses as well, 10 Wright hecomes
able to leave for New York before my return to Washington | hope von will see that
he is fully reimbursed for expenses, & eo o His traveling expenses from Charleston to
Washington, and afterward from Washington to New York to find me, were defrayed
entirely by himself,  But for appearing as o witness he wonld have sailed divectly
from Charleston to Halifax, Nova Scotin.  If he comes to New York hefore | return
to Washington Snevel will seo him and make it agrecable for lim to remain antil
he can be used as o witness,  He has already satistied me of his willingness to do so
if his extra expenses can bo paid by the overnment.  Presuming that 1 shonld
return to Washington before he wonld be able to leave he made no areangements
about his hotel bill in cane he should wish to leave before my return. 1 troast, theree-
fore, that besides cansing him to receive hm traveling expenses [ von will] see that
ho has enough to pay his il at the hotel. T am contident that 1 shall be able to
produce ot ttwo other witnesses against Davis not less inportant than those
you have seen, and 1 therefore feel the necessity of making everything as satisfae-
tory as possible to those alremdy in land, that they may not at any time be found
wanting.

In great haste, your abedicnt seryont,

SO CONON ER,
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Ilis next communication was from Montreal under date of Sth of
December, 1565, of which the tollowing is a copy:

MoNxTREAL, December 8, 1565,
Brigadier-General Novr, Judge-Adrocate-General :

DEar Ste: T have fonnd Carter at last. My search for him in Toronto revealed
the fact that he had ehanged his abode to Montreal.  Ldonbted the propriety of my
coming here, but knowing the importance of sceuring the party I determined to
take the risk. 1 found Carter yesterd made his ntance, &e., but only two
hours ago did 1 disclose to him my wi n and propose that he should accompany
me to Washington, &e. He consents, and assuves me that he knows of a score who
will tes it requested, to facts more important than any he can speak of.  He
agrees entively with MeGill except that he can go a little further. 1 think I can
promise more than Carter: 1 shall see. The rebs know of my presence here.  Tam
imformed that I will be arvested again. “To be forewarned is to be forearmed,” and
I can reckon myself safe.  Tshall leave, if permitfed, thisevening for Toronte again,
where Carter assnres me there are a dozen who will become witnesses in the matter
in question. I ealled on Mr, Perkins, an eminent lawyer, some months ago connsel
for Hon. Joshua Giddings, consul-gencral here, in a prosecution against him, and
have been fortitied by a knowledge of my rights under the laws of the P'rovince,
and on the strength thereof think 1 may consider myselt safe.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S, CONOVER.
Afterward Conover telegraphed me from Montreal as follows:
-
r MONTREAL, December 13, 1865,
Brigadier-General Hovr, Judge- Adrocate-General :
Have just returned from Quebec,  Have three very important witnesses.  Require
more funds: send $¥100 by express in eare of DT Dy Shall retarn the moment 1

hear from you. Expect another witness here.  Answer this dispateheare of Mr. lrish,
8. C.

~

On the 20th of December he wrote me at length from Montreal, pro-
fessing to give much in detail the very important testimony he had
discovered, the eharacter of the inguiries which had led to its discov-
ery, together with the names of the witnesses.  This letter, which he
stated he would send by the witness Carter, eame to me throngh the
mail, accompanied by @ note from Carter dated New York, December
27, 1865, of which note and letter the following are copies:

New Yournw, December 7, 1865,

S | send yon from here a letter given me for you by Mr, Conover. L expected
to stop in this place only one day, bt I want to seo Mr. MeGill before coming to
Washington, and he s in Providenee and will not get back till Saturday, and 1 will
warit for him and come on next Tuesday, It may be necessary tor you to have Mr,
Conover's letter betore T eome, so 1 will send it to you by mail.

Yours, respectfully,

WAL L CARTER.

MoNTREAL, December (0, 186G,
Drar St Agrecably to my promise in my note of yvesterday morning 1 procecd
wort more at length my proceedimes ander my Lite nossions, Oth v business
ved iy wreiting last evening, and D shall ot leave here tor Toronto until this
evening You will receive thislettor at the hands of Cavter, whom Ddeem it advis-
able to forward from here at onee, as he 18 anvions hetore making o deposition to
see MeGill and “compare notes,” as he expresses it in order that there may be
no annecessary discrepaney in their tostimony,  His statement does not didier in the
least, if my memory serves me well m MeGills deposition, except that he vecol-
lects one v muportant Gt and ocenvrenes which Metill must have forgotten or
inadvertently omitted to disclose. Carter, who s gquite intelligent, is confident
that hie can vefresn the memory of his friond and make him recollect all that he
does himself, and Fehink it very imsortant that he shonld do so. The next witness
I have an hand is womed Mottt Lake Metall and Canter he was sedueed into hos-
tility to the United States by extravagant promises by Clay and other prominent
rebels, 1 eannot wdertake to give vou more than a brief synopsis of his statement,
Ho knew Clay gquite well s was several times present at his room when the sabject of
vards on the frontier was diseossed, anwd Tad one private interview with Clay on the
stibject.  This interview was just alter the Saant Mbans raud, aud Clay, awong other
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things, expressed dissatisfaction that the raiders had not burned more houses and
8pilt more blovd. He said that in such a war Yankees should be killed wherever
found, whether they had arms in their hands or not.

In November, 1861, a few days after the election returns rendered it certain that
Lincoln had been re-elected, he called on Mr. Clay with a letter (of which he has
shown me the original draft) written by a Mr. PPurcell, of Virginia, proposing hy a
**‘grand blow to relieve the country of the seven-headed hydra, Lincoln, Hamlin,
Johnson, Stanton, Seward, Grant, and Sherman,” if he (Clay) would furnish the
necessary funds for tlfe purpose. The letter contained the assurance that the men
for tho enterprise were already enlisted and promised that if Clay approved the
proposition to lay before him in full the plan for its execution. Mott admits that
at the time he intended to enter into the scheme with Purcell, but avers that he
then believed it wonld be honorable warfare. The letter to Clay was dictated by
himself and Purcell jointly, in his own room, but was, as the original is, in Purcell’s
handwriting. Clay on reading the letter inquired why 'urcell did not call himself
and remarked that he had been wishing for several days to see him, and added,
laughingly, that he had begun to think he had gone over to the Yankees. Mott
explained why Purcell did not call, whereupon Clay wrote a reply to the letter.
Mott being interested in the affair the same as Purcell opened the reply as soon as
he loft Clay’s presence. It assured Purcell that his patriotic purpose was heartily
approved, and that if on a submission of his plan the scheme appeared practicable

e necessary funds would be advanced, and that he (Purcell) wonld, if successtul
in delnrodying the great hydra, be honored as the Hercules of the age.  'The letter
requested that Purcell would call and submit his plan as soon as possible, as the
scheme had been proposed before and various plans for its execution had been sug-
gested and were under consideration, arfl that he (Clay) intended to approve and
adopt the one which should most clearly appear feasible. Two or three days later
I'urcell and Mott called on Clay and laid their plan before him, but after giving it
consideration he declared that a plan had been proposed in his opinion more practi-
cable than theirs, and that, while he was obliged to reject their plan, he desired
them to unite with others in executing the one approved by him and he promised
great honor and reward if they would do so. They proceeded far enough to become
acquainted with the ‘‘more practicable” plan, which was finally abandoned.

In this condensed report of Mott’s statement I have, of course, been obliged to
omit most of the details and circumstances necessary to give full force, intelligence,
and application to his representations, but I trust I have given enough to show that
he will make a valuable witness. Mott is confident that Purcell is in Toronto and
that he will readily give his testimony and produce Clay’s letter to which I have
referred. The next witness is a Mrs. Donglass, who for many months was intimately

' associated with leading rebels in Canada, and a friend and visitor to the Porterfields,

Magruders, and others of their stamp. Her husband, who was devoted to the rebel
canse, was sent by Clay on a mission to Richmond, and is believed to have been

_killed in his effort to get through the Union lines as he has never since been heard

from.- Mrs. Douglass, however, will not believe him dead, but thinks him in con-
finement in some Federal prison, and will give testimony only on condition that her
hnsband, if in prison, shall be released. I am certain Dounglass is not in prisen, but
I have not, under all the circamstances, seen fit so to assure Mrs. Douglass. Before
being sent on his missiop to Richmond, and about the middle of November, 1864,
Douglass was engaged with Clay and others in a plot to assassinate the President
and his Cabinet. The conspirators met two or three times at Douglass’ residence, and
the plans for the execution of their schemes were twice discussed in Mrs, Douglass’
presence. There was considerable difference of opinion amongst the conspirators as
to the best way to effect their purpose. Each appeared to have a plan of his own,
Among other ways it was proposed to use air guns, and the power of an air gun was
tested in Clay’s presence in the rear yard of Douglass’ residence. One evening Clay
said that it was easy enough to put Lincoln and Grant out of the way, but that no
plan would answer but one that wonld secure the destruction of Stanton, Seward,
and Johnson at the same time—that a clean sweep should be made of it.

One afternoon Clay called at Douglass’ residence alone. The latter was absent at
the time, but as Mrs. Douglass was momentarily expecting him to return Clay
concluded to wait a few minutes. The conversation soon turned upon the war, and
Clay remarked that if they sueceeded in cutting down the Yankee lcaders, as he
believed they would, the war would soon be over. Mrs. Douglass said to him that
she was opposed to her husband engaging in such a project; that it looked too much
Jike murder. Clay replied: ‘“Nonsense, it is nothing like murder; we are at war
with Lincoln and his crew, and in war everything is fair that will enable one to beat
his enemy. Lincoln would hang your husband and me it he should get us in his

wer and I would like to know if it would be any worse for us to destroy him.
esides, self-preservation and the safety of the South demand Lincoln’s death.” He
went on to say that Yankee emissaries had previously attempted to destroy Presi-
dent Davis and his whole family by arson, and that that fact would fully justify the
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measures he proposed. Dounglass afterward quarreled with Kennedy and with-
nllrv;v l'rmln the euterprise, and was subsequently sent by Clay with dispatches to
tichmond.

In the early part of December Mrs. Donglass visited Montreal and while there
staid most of the time at Porterfield’s and Magruder’s, and just prior to Clay’s
departure from the Provinee, to wit, on the 8th day of December, had an interview
with him in which the assassination plot was one of the subjects of conversation.
To recount all, or even a tithe, of what was said on these various oceasions wounld
oceupy more time and space than I have at my disposal; but 1 have given enongh
to show the great importance of this woman’s testimony. Clay and Thompson both
violated their promises to ““ provide handsomely ” for Mrs. Douglass during her hus-
band’s absence, and in case of aceident to him, and she is now obliged to teach
music for the support of herself and children. Having been robbed of her husband
and treated with neglect by these scoundrels she feels no reluctance in disclosing
all she knows of their infernal machinations.

These witnesses are all of genteel appearance and give their statements with
becoming frankness. I have been carcful to select none but persons of unsullied
reputation. The word *‘select” I use in its most comprehensive sense, for I have had
nearly a score of persons from whom to choose. 1 have rejected all whose characters
for veracity or general character could be assailed. Several have made statements
to me which I believe, and have many reasons for believing, to be true, and which,
if true, should consign Clay to the severest and most ignominious punishment
known to the law; but on inquiring into their antecedents and present standing I
have felt constrained to reject, saying to them that I might avail myself of their
knowledge by and by. My mission has brought me in contact with four sorts of
persons who conld he used as witnesses: First, the kind I have engaged ; secondly,
persons undoubtedly possessed of much knowledge whose present characters and
standing conld probably be assailed to the destruction of their testimony ; thirdly,
persons in good standing who pretend to know much and aré ready for a consider-
ation to swear anything and everything, when in fact they know, as I satisfied
myself, little or nothing; fourthly, persons who evidently possess considerable
knowledge, and claim to have important letters and papers which they are unwilling
to disclose except for a valuable consideration. Believing that I shall be able to
obtain a sufficient nmber of witnesses of unquestionable integrity to establish
Clay’s eriminahity I have not felt at liberty to engage any persons who might pos-
sibly be impeached. Yet I am free to declare that of the persons I have rejected
there are at least three whose statements under oath 1 would myself receive with as
much confidence as I would the testimony of many of the members of the present
Congress. They are, in common phrase, persons of doubtful character—that is to
say, men who visit groggerics, brothels, and gambling hells, and do it so publicly
that every one who will may know it, and point to them as ‘*doubtful characters”—
men who have been ruined by the war, who have bheen deluded and led away by
Clay and his associates, and when, of no further use abandoned, like worn-out
horses, in Canada, to live by their wits or starve and die in the gutter, yet men who
never have, so far as I could learn, robbed or stolen or swindled, and wounld not
to save their lives. Men who, notwithstanding their iniquities, would not perjure
their souls or sell their honor for a mederate sum, much less for a trip—a laborions
journey—to Washington and back. I have rejected them only because I know there
are plenty John Bull Canadians, enemies of the United States, wlio applanded these
men while they were in the rebel service, who would, if they knew of their being
witnesses for the United States Government againstUlay, or other high rebel fune-
tionaries, come forward to Tmpeach them and unhesitatingly swear to whatever
might be necessary to'do so. Still, I presumie an equal, if not greater, number of
equally respectable persons could be produced to snstain them. But in view of these
facts I know not how to act in regard to them without further instruetions,

I shall leave for Toronto this p. m., and from the representations of Mott and
others have little doubt but that I shall find Purcell and Lo able to produce him
and Clay's letter to which 1 have referred. T am also of the opinion that I shall
tind several other unexceptionable witnesses. 1 hope to receive a letter from you at
Toronto giving me such further instructions as you may deem proper.  Direct to
G. W. Montague, Queen’s Hotel, and if convenient seal with wax—black wax. My
letters have become quite lengthy, but 1 need not assure you that I have written
rather for your information than my own pleasure,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

8. CONOVER.
On the 13th of January following Conover telegraphed me from

Albany, N. Y., as follows: '

General Hovr, Judge-Advocate-General :

I have just arrived here from Kingston, Canada, with four witnesses, and expect
anether from Montreal to join me here this afternoon. My funds are exhausfed.
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Please telegraph A. Van Allen, of IFFirst National Bank here, i request to cash a draft
on you for $125, that I may leave here this evening. Will reach Washington on

Monday.
8. CONOVER.

He afterward arrived in Washington, bringing with him two females
calling themselves Sarah Douglass and Mary Knapp, whose depositions
were taken at the Bureau of Military Justice on the Gth of February,
1866. A few days afterward Conover brought to this Burean the

witness W. H. Carter, the man in quest of whom he had gone to

Canada. 'I'his person, under the name mentioned, gave his deposition
on the 9th of February, 1866. Yet later Farnum B. Wright and Con-
over came to Washington; bringing with them a man calling himself

- John H. Patten, who undér that name gave his deposition at this

Burean on the 24th of February, 1866. There was nothing in the
previous history of Sanford Conover, as known to me, to excite any
distrust, either in his integrity, in his truthfulness, or in the sincerity

~ with which he had made his propositions to the GGovernment, that led

to his being employed as an agent for the collection of the testimony
which was supposed to exist in reference to the assassination of the
President. On the contrary, there was much in his intelligence which
was marked and striking, and in his apparent frankness and his known
connection with important sources of information, to inspire faith in
his professions and promises. There was much also to inspire this
faith in his correspondence with me, as already exhibited, while
apparently engaged in the performance of the difficult and responsible

" duty-imposed upon him. That correspondence was characterized by

unusual intelligence, by great variety of detail, and by a naturalness
which seemed to pretect it from criticism; and my confidence in the
testimony was strengthened by-my knowledge that it was in accord
with, and seemed to be in &Narge degree anatural sequence from, other
facts which had been testified~to.as having oceurred in Canada by
witnesses known te the Government, and whose reputation has not
been and cannot, it is believed, be successfully assailed.

Under the passage of the resolution of the House of Representatives,
appointing o committee to investigate and ascertain what testimony
existed in regard to the complicity of Davis in the assassination of the
President, 1 appeared before this committee in obedience to its sum-
mons and gave my testimony and produced before it the depositions
to which I have referred, together with the reports which I made, and
which reports, with the opinions therein expressed upon the question
involved, were based upon these depositions and upon the other proofs
therein presented and commented on—upon which proofs these deposi-
tions were but cumulative, though strongly so. Decided, however, as
was my confidence in the truthfulness of these depositions, I was not
willing that the committee should aceept my estimate of them or base
any action of their own solely on that estimate, Ienee, I urged—cer-
tainly the chairman, and, | think, another member of the committee—
that 1 should be directed or requested to bring before them the more
fmportant of these witnesses produced by Conover, who were believed
to be within the reach of the Government, in order that by their cross-
examination, their bearing while testifying, and by such other tests as
they might be subjected to, the committee should be enabled to deter
mine for themselves what degree of eredit their evidence was entitled
to. In consequence of this suggestion of mine, and of its having
been repeated and urged, | received the diveetion of the Hon, Mr,
Wilson, chairman of the committee, to send for these witnesses, or the
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more important of them. I accordingly sent to the city of New York
Brevet Colonel Turner, judge advocate, giving him, as I now remember
it, the names of Campbell, Snevel, McGill, Wright, Patten, and Mrs.
Douglass, these being the witnesses that 1 had reason to believe might
be obtained within a reasonable time. It is barely possible that the
name of Patten was not embraced in this list owing to my supposing
him to reside in Saint Louis, but the most important of the witnesses

~ nwere certainly included. Colonel Turner on proceeding to Yew York

had an interview with Campbell, who has been repeatedly referred to
by me, and in a conversation with Colonel Turner Campbell declared
that the testimony which he had given in his deposition before the
Bureaun of Military Justice was false and that it had been fabricated
by or under the supervision of Sanford Conover. This 1 learned from
Colonel Turner, and I learned he made the same statement at the same
time in regard to the testimony of Snevel, aud expressed the opinion
that the other witnesses who had been produced by Conover had also
sworn falsely and under assumed names.

Colonel Turner brought Campbell on to Washington, and I then sug-
gested that Mr. Wilson, chairman ot the committee, should telegraph
for Conover, in order that he and Campbell might be confronted in their
examination, and opportunity thus afforded the committee of deter-
mining the question of credibility at issue. Conover accordingly
came and went before the committee, and while undergoing exami-
nation there Campbell was introduced, and, having been sworn, he
stated that his deposition given before the Bureau of Military Justice
was false in all respects and was wholly and completely the fabrica-
tion of Conover; who, then being present, replied under oath that

this declaration of Campbell was untrue, but declined to offer any

explanation. After, however, Campbell had been withdrawn Conover
suggested to the committee, as a reason why he (Campbell) had made
his statement, that he had probably heen ¢oirupted and supposed he
could make more by falsitying his former testimony than he could by
sustaining it. I said to Conover immediately after. his examination
closed that 1 was utterly -astounded at the evidence Campbell had
given. 1lis reply was, “You cannot be more so than I am.” I then
added, “You see the position in which you are placed. Now, if what
is charged against you is #alse your only mode of vindication is to
bring before the committee the witnesses whom you produced and
whose depositions were taken before the Bureau of Military Justice,
in order that they may be examined and reaflirm their testimony.”
He said he would proceed to New York with the officer of the com-
mittee and assist him in finding the witnesses, and would, as I under-
stood him to say, return with them to Washington, e left, as I was
told, with the officer of the committee, but on arriving at New York
separated himself from him and was not seen by him afterward; and
up to this ‘time, although two months have elapsed, he has not com-
municated with me nor has he made any effort, as I believe, to pro-
duce the witnesses, nor has he offered any vindication of his conduct.
This action of his, added to the declarations under oath of Campbell,
followed up as they were afterward by the testimony of Snevel as to
the utter falsity of the depositions which he and Campbell had given,
has left a strong impression on my mind that Conover has been guilty
of & most atrocious erime, committed under what promptings I am
wholly unable to determine,

I employed him under no contract for any stipulated compensation.
e had no reason from me to believe that he would receive more for

.
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the purpose of proving the presence of C. C. Clay in Canada for months
preceding and up to, probably, a few days after the assassination of
the President. With these depositions and aflidavits Conover had no
connection whatever, and the confidence originally entertained in their
truthfulness remains unshaken. The history of Sanford Conover’s
agency and its results has been given thus circumstantially in order
that you may discard the testimony produced by him from considera-
tion, and also in order that you may understand under what constant
encouragements and apparently trustworthy assurances the inquiry
committed to his hands was continued on my part. These explanations
have been made by me as a witness before the Committee on the Judi-
ciary substantially as presented in this report, and in large degree in
the same language herein employed.* :
All of which is respectfully submitted. :
J. HOLT,
‘ TP Judge- Advocate-Gleneral.
HoQRS. MILITARY DIsTRIOT OF FORT MONROE, VA,
July 5, 1866.
General E. D). TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General:
GENERAL: [ have the honor to forward report of Surgeon Cooper
regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A, MILES,
Major-General, U. N. Volunteers.

[Inclosure. |
If'orT MONROE, VA., July 4, 1566,
Maj. Gen. N. A. M1LES, .
Comdy. Military District of Fort Monroe, Fort Monroe, Va.:
SIR: | heréby report the health of state prisoner Jeflerson Davis to
be not as good as at my report of the 27th ultimo. For the last three
or four days he has given indications of febrile excitement. IHis
appetite is gradually leaving him and the amount he now eats is
scarcely suflicient to sustain his system in a normal condition. He
still complains of broken slumbers, stating that the hailing of the
sentinels breaks his rest and that it is almost impossible for him to
sleep when his rest has oneo been disturbed.  To this cireumstance of
broken slumber he attributes his want of recuperation.  Ilis general
health is not improving as | would wish to see it, and ax it was for a
time after his receipt of' the parole of the fort during the day.
Your obedient servant, ]
GLRO. K. COOPER,
. Surgeon, U, N, Armny.
Hogrs, Minirary Disrrier or ForT MONROE,
Fort Monroe, Va., July 10 | 11], 1866,
General 1. D, TowNsEND, Assistant Adjutant General :
GENERAL: | have the honor to forward report of Surg. George I,
Cooper regarding health of state prisoner Jefferson Davis,
Very respectlully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A, MILES,
Major-General, Uo S, Volunteers,

* I'or roport of the Committes on the Judiciney on this subjeet, seo Roport No, 104,
Houso of Representatives, Thivty-ninth Congiess, first session,
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