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IS IT LOUTH?

The impression (rowing, rFrom svidence,
Circumstantiai aid otuerwise, tuat
tne Supposed pemaiuns of
David B. $400rge are Lous
Otiner Than The Kemains 0

JUHN WiLksd bBuOid

Who Assassinated rresident Liucoin
Almcst Thirty-sigantl 1ears ago.
1+he Face of tune Uorpse UOm-
parad witn rictures oi
boota~--ihe Likeness
Striking.

From tue first the Wave nas uot wveiieved Tl 1T 18 Provavie T8y
vavid ke GOOIrge WhO committea suicide, as staved i1n Tuess colwuns, and
WialsSe ISmalsS LOW I'SpUss 1L Tae p'enuliman ;J.ILCLBI'ta.;;ll‘.Q rooms, was iae
remains of Je Wiikes Booth, the assassin of Abraham Lincoln; however,
it is possible. The evidence of iirs, Harper as to the fact George
confessed to her in El Reno, at a time he expected to die that ine was
none other tnan Booth, the assassin, in connection with the striking
likeness to the assassin and the general demeanor of the man in pro-
ducing parts of Shakespeare's plays and songs around the saioons leads
to a possibility in this case.

It is a well known iact tnat the govermment was uever quite sure
of the death of Booth, at least it never paid the reward offered ior ais
capture, yet the natioual history of the affair indicates that J.Wilkes
Booth was identified beyond 2ll reason able doubt previous to ais ourial
in the Arlington cemetery at Washington, and ais people have since moved
the remains to the Booth burying plot in the Baltimore cemeterye.

The most reuarxable circumstance surrounding the dead man, as iiunks
to is the fagct tiat his right ileg was uvroken, just acove tine ankle,
years ago, then again comes the remarkable likeness to Booth as found
in vol. 2 of Grant's Memoirs. Besides these links, comes the fact that
JeWilkes Booth was borm in 1839 and was twenty-six years of age wien
the assassination took place and sixty three years old in 1902, if
living, waich is the exact age of George as found in exaining his
papers. Several yecars ago, or it might be ten years ago, the writer
remembers of reading an article, credited to the Atlanta Constitution,



that J. Wilkes Booth still lived aud was at that time in Mississippi
where ie had peen recognized veyond doubt. Now it appears from some of
the talk and confessions of George tinat he lived in Mississippi about
8ix years.

George left a will, which is now in {he nands of his friend Smith,
who agreed to open it on his return from El Reno. Perhaps the will will
give some lignt on George's past life or it may contain a c¢onfession as
to his identity.

it would indeed e reuarkavie and stariiing if George should prove
to be Wilkes Booth, but in the iauguage of Col. Bryan it is 16 to 1
that he is not Booth. o

If it is Booth, way did he come to Enid to pass in his checks
voluntarily? There is only one answer at hand for tne guestion, He
Provavly read in an eastern paper that znid was destitute of a cemetery
and did not wish to be buried. Be it rememovered that one of his last
requests of landlord Dumont was tnat if he was round dead just to turow
him out the vack way. iirs Harper, the wife of the iiethodist minister of
this city, is quite conrident that George is no otner than Wilkes Booth
and there are many others nere of the same opinion, their Judgment
being based on the comparisons and actions of the man previous to nis
death.

One thing is certain, the remains now lying embalmed in the Penni-
man undertaking rooms should not e buried until tne identity of the
man is made cliear.

Upon his return today from El Reno, lir. Smith was seen by a Wave
reporter and from him learned that while iir George had at one time own-
ed considerabie property tnere, it uas all been dissipated.

While there he saw iirs. Simmouas, with whom George boarded while
there, and she corrovorates in detail the story as told in Thursday's
Wave by Mrs Harper.

lir, Smith is now in teiegrapnic communication with pariies in
Wew York and eisewhere in regard to tne matter, and ieaves this eveniug
at 5:30 for Kansas City on the same errand.

4@ gave orders to iir. Penniman to care for the body until further
notice, and it will not be interred umtil sometining more definite than
at present is known.

He says the deceased had intimated to him at times a story similar
to the Wave's report, but he is entireiy in the dark. ihat deceased
told contradictory stories as to ais age, but had lived in lississippi
and Texas, and nad traveied exicusiveiy, was much avove wediocre and
an educated mane. He will u0t open the will or tne papers oi the dead mau
until his return from the east. iir Smith is a member of the UeCoTe,

No. 130, Des iioines, iowa, and oi the mlks at Decorah, Iowa.



