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if you will kindly give me for publication,
if found available, such information on
the subject as you may possess.

“‘While I have not what may be stvled
direc. or positive evidence that the man
killed was Booth, I have such circumstan-
tial evidence as would seem to prove the
thing beyond a doubt. Still, I would be
very glad to examine any evidence to the
contrary.

“‘Hoping to hear from you soon, I am,
very respectfully,

““Your obedient servant,
“‘JOHN P. SIMONTON.'”

During ‘the war there was no current
publication which took a more keen or ac-
tive interest in the affairs of the time
than Harper’s and so Mr. Bates placed
LEimself in communication with the editor
of Harper’s Weekly with the result that
H. M. Alen replied: “Of the facts you
mention we have not the slightest doubt.”

The body of Booth was exhumed and
given over to the family and re-interred
in the Booth plot in the Baltimore ceme-
tery, and in commenting on this incident
Mr. Bates says that it was identified by
a gold-filled tooth and the fact that a leg
came off inside a hoot leg when it was
lifted by those engaged in the labor of
making the disinterment. Those of us
who have officiated in these matters can
realize the fallacy of an identification
based on facts -of this nature. Seven
vears had elapsed before the body was ex-
humed. At the time of the death embalm-
mg was not practiced as it is today and
the mere fact of a leg and foot remaining
in a boot upon being handled would nos
indicate to an undertaker that the leg
had been broken before the subject died.
And this was the claim that those in
authority attempted to sct up.

No stone was left unturned by Mr.
Bates in attempting to establish before the
Federal government that Bceoth was not
captured or killed. He wrote the War
Department and asked if it would be im-
portant to establish the fact that Booth
was not taken, stating that he had acci-
dentally hecome possessed of information
to the effecet that Booth was not killed.
After passing through the different subdi-
visions of the War Department and re-
ceiving the notation of the different de-
partment heads Mr. Bates’ own letter was
refurned to him with the notation that the
matter was of no importance to the gov-
croment, and this piece of information
was vouchsafed hy G. Norman Lieber.,
Judge Advocate General, under date of
January 22, 1898.

Not being satisfied with the disposition
of this matter by the War Department
Mr. Bates turned to the State Depart-
ment, addressing a letter to the late Tohn
Hay, stating in substance the facts which
Lad been submitted to the War Depart-
ment, and received the following letter in
reply : :

“Department of State,
“Washington, D. C., April 27, 1900.
“F. L. Bates.

“Dear Sir;—The Secretary of State re
quests me to acknowledge receint of your
favor of the 24th of April and to thank
you for it.

“Very resnect fully.
“E. J. BABCOCK,

“Private Secretary.”
It is of interest to note that while Sec-
retary Hay refused to take notice of the
communication sent him by Mr. Bates, in
January, 1890, he is credited with mak-
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ing the following statements:

“Booth was a young man of twenty-six,
strikingly handsome, with a pale olive
face, dark eyes, and that ease of manner
which came to him by right from his
theatrical ancestry. Booth. in his flight,
gained the Navy Yard bridee (East Po-
tomac bridge) in a few minutes, and was
allowed to pass by the guards, and shortly
afterward Herold came on the bridge
and was allowed to pass; a moment later
the owner of the horse, which Herold
rode, came up in pursuit of his animal,
and he, the onlv honest man of the three,
wae turned back by the guards.

“If Booth had been in health there is
no reason why he should not have re-
mained at large a long t'me. He might
even have made his escape to. some for
eign' country, though sooner or later a
crime so prodigious will generally find
its perpetrator out, But it is easy to
Lide among sympathizing people; many a
Union soldier, escaping from prison, has
walked hundreds of miles through the en-
emy’s country, relying implicitly upon
the friendship of the negroes, Booth, from

the time he crossed the Navy Yard
bridge, received the assistance of a large
number of men. With such devoted as-
sistance Booth might have wandered a
long way, but there was no final escape
save suicide for an assassin.”

The<e comments on the possibilities of
Rooth’s escape by cne of the wise, if not
mn fact the wisest, diplomats known to the
civilized world, challenges attention; in
fact, they were prophetic and (as subse-
quent events disclosed) are paralleled only
by the prophets of old.

tHay says, “from the nature of things
FPocth could have escaped, LA *
but there was no final escape save sui
cide for the assassin.” Who will deny
the correctness of his prophesy, since
Booth did escape, remained in hiding
thirty-eight years and did commit suicide?
Ii was this power of foreseeing the pos-
<ibilitv of coming events that made Secre-
tary Hay the greatest of diplomats.

A newspaper writer named M. W, Con-
nolly, employed in Fort Worth, Tex., says
that he is strongly inclined to believe

Pedestal

that the man who killed himself in Enid
is John Wilkes Booth, and recites a story
in which he claims that Col. Albert Pike,
a man of National reputation, once iden-
tified an individual in a saloon in Fort
Worth as the assassin of the War Presi-
dent with the exclamation: “My God!
John Wilkes Booth!” Mr. Connolly says
he had seen this man in Village Mills,
Tex., and recognized him as he entered
the saloon, but upon hearing the exclama-
tion of Col. Albert Pike he made a hasty
exit and upon strict search he could not
be found.

And these were not the only ones who
saw and recognized this man as Booth.
Dr. H. W. Gay has this to say with ref-
erence to him:

“I knew John Wilkes Booth in 185%,
and while I was at Fort Donelson a
prisoner of war, the news was flashed
over the world that President Lincoln
had been slain by John Wilkes Booth.
I was horrified to think of such a thing,
for Booth, though a boy when I knew
him, in appearance was a most accom-
plished gentleman with whom I had ever
come in con‘act. All who knew him well
were captivated by him. He was the
most hospitable, genial fellow to meet,
and when drinking or much in company,
he was always quoting Shakespeare, or
some other poet. [ read of his cap-
ture and death and never doubted it until
the year 1869. I was then living in what
is now Tate county, Mississippi. One
evening about dusk a man came to my
house claiming to be one of the Ku-Klux
clan run out of Arkansas by Clayton’s
milit‘a. T soon recognized this man as
an erratic fellow. During his stay at my
house he told me that John Wilkes Booth
was not killed, but made his escape and
spert a short while in Mexico with Max-
imilian’s army, but got into trouble and
Lis life was saved by the fact that he was
a Catholic. The man also stated that
during his short stay in Mexico he had
lived in disguise as an itinerant Catholic
priest. He also told me the story of how
Booth had escaped after the assassina-
t'on, and it corresponds exactlv with Mr.
Bates’ story as told bv St. Helen, even
to the crossing of the Mississippi river at
Catfish Point, and going thence up the
Arkansas river to I[ndian Territory.”

Dr. Gray says, al<o. that he knew Booth
nmct hie mother and brother Junius Brn-
tis Bootk in San Francisco.

W. B. PENNIMAN.
(To be continued in our next issue.)
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business.
Otto F. Koch, of Bradford, who has
been located in that city for the past

into co-
Louis K.
known as

has entered
his brother,
will now be

twenty-four years,
partnership with
Koch. The firm
Koch Bros.

According to the local press, J. W.
Spitler, of Montoursville, while engaged
in removing the remains of a woman
who died eight years ago, from the
Quaker Hill graveyard, was astonished to
find the body in an excellent condition
and solid as if petrified.

South Carolina.

B. F. Whitner, of Bennettsville, licensed
in North Carolina, South Carolina, Vir-
ginia and Georgia. has opened a modern

establishment in that city.

Aiken has a new corporation known as
the Aiken Hardware Company, capitalized
at $25,000. This concern will, among other
business, conduct an undertaking devnart-
ment, which will be in charge of W. JI.
Staubes, of that city.

South Dakota.

Noble & Son, of Mitchell, have added
a handsome funeral car and a tent, to

their modern equipment.
Tennessee.

Fields-Baird Furniture & Undertaking
Co. are a new firm at Milan.

The Fields-Baird Furniture and Under-
taking Company, is a new concern located
at Milan.

Steelman & Burns,
dissolved partnership. Thos. M. Burns
will continue the business, while M. F.
Steelman, will enter another field.

Alleging that Paul Wann, of J. H.
Wann & Son, of Chattanooga, repeatedly
refused to file death certificates for bodies
that he handled Captain J. C. Garner,
clerk of the-board of health, recently pre-
ferred charges of neglect against him,
for which he was arrested.

Texas.

A. B. Barrow & Co. have been succeed-
ed by A. B. Barrow at Rotan.

Geebert Sudderth succeeds to the busi-
ness of Sudderth Bros. at Leonard.

Herman Lohrmann has purchased the
business of C. A. Simauk at Industry.

E. T. Horn, of Galve<ton, has bheen suc-
ceeded by the Dolgon-Horn Furniture Co.

Loochman & Oehl have been succeeded
by the W. P. Oehl Furniture Co., at Moul-
ton.

Otto Riebe, of San Antonio, was re-
eently operated on for abscess of the kid-
neys. The operation was a very difficult
one and Mr. Riebe is reported to be in a
gerious condition.

of Knoxville, have

Worderful Experiences of an Undertaker in the Southwest Who Embalmed
and Now Has the Body of a Man Who Claimed That he was John
Wilkes Booth, Assacsin of President Abraham Lincoln.

(Continaz1 feom our last issuz).

“It will be noticed that Gen. Wallace
cavs that the body of Booth was burierd
under a ‘brick pavement in a room of the
old penitentiary prison of Washington
city,” to his ‘certain knowledge,” while Gen.
Dana says, and is equally positive of his
‘certain knowledge’ that the ‘body was
buried out in the old navy yard, and a bat-
tery of artillery run over the grave to
cbliterate all trace of it.” This is a com
rlete contradiction of the statement of
Gen. Wallace, based on his ‘certain know!-
cdge,” and this cannot be an immaterial
mistake merely as to detail between these
two gentlemen, because each has stated
matters of material physical facts, based
on his own knowledge, yet in direct contra-
diction of cach cther. Then the (uestion
is, who is right? For if the body was
buried as Gen. Wallace says, ‘under a
brick pavement in a room in the old peni-
tentiary prison of Washington city,’ then
it could not have been buried as Gen.
Dana says, ‘out in the navy vard, the
grave being obliterated by ‘running a bat-

Vermont.
. W. Angeel has purchased the busi-
ness of (. A. Piper at Middleburg.
Virginia.
E. Lee Cox, of Berkley, has added a

handsome floral and casket wagon, mount-
ed in silver and elaborately carved, to his

equipment,
Washington.

The Vancouver Undertaking
Vancouver, has been sold to W, R,
iTton & Son.

West Virginia.

The Willilamson Undertaking Co. is a
new firm at Fairmont,

J. R. Gott & Son, of
erected a fifty-foot
tahlishment.

P. L. Mulligan, of

'o., of
Ham-

Hinton, have
addition to their es-

Montgomery, re-

tery of artillery over it.” It was not in the
bulding if it was out in the yard, and
ot e the yard if it was in 1he build ng.
Then who is right?

“It 1s a physical impossibility for them
hoth to be correct, but it is possible {for
them both to be mistaken. And ¢, in
being mistaken their ‘certain knowledge’
of these facts must fall. To these state-
uents, contradictory as they are, [ holl
their solemn signed letters, including the
statements made, which I thought at the
time, and now think, come from among
the best sources of information on this
cubject, yet they are to be further contra-
dicted anc worse confounded by the statz-
ment of cthers.

“The public press in referring to tiwe
death of the late Wm. P. Wood, of Wush-
imgton city, said: ‘In the passing of the
late Wm. P. Wood, in Washington, sev-
eral weeks ago, there has gone a man
whose associations with the central figures
in the Lincoln assassination tragedy were
of the most intimate character. Col.
Wood was of the Seccret Service at the

cently knocked a daring negro. whom he
had caught in the act of stealing a cas-
ket, senseless.

Wisconsin.

Vig & Ormundson succeed F.
& Co. at Viroqua,

Andrew Munson, of Argyle, has sold to
Davis & Everson,

Philipson & Schlitzberg, of Fox ILake,
have been succeeded by J. F. Schlitzberg.

In addition to the duties imposed by
his undertaking business, J. F. O'Neill, of
Onconto Falls, has assumed the manage-
ment of the loeal opera house.

Lonis Schreiber, of St. Francis, has
filed a petition in voluntary bankruptey,
claiming  labilities  of  §3, 1.64, with
amounting to $1,814,10.

R. Gohde

pegety
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President Lincoln was shot. A telegram
from Secretary of \War Stanton to him
requesting him to come to \Washington
was the first information Col. Wood had
that John Wilkes Booth was the assassin

of President Lincoin. Col. Wood, in
speaking of the burial of the body of
Booth said: “The hody of Booth was

taken off the steamer Ide, April 27, 1863,
down the Potomac river; from the
steamer it was placed on a boat by Capt.
Baker and his nephew, a lieutenant in the
New York Seventy-first velunteers, and

carried to an island twenty-seven miles
from \Washington, and secretly buried
there. The story was given out that

Booth was buried under the flagstones in
the district jail to keep the public mind at
case and satisfy public curiosity.””

*So while Gen. Wallace and Gen. Dana
contradict each other they are both con-
tradicted by Ccl. Wood, making con-
fusion worse confounded, while Capt
E. \V. Hillard, of Metropolis, I1l., recently
published a statement in which he said
that he ‘was one of four privates who car
ried the remains of Booth from the old
Capitol Prison in Washington to a gun
hoat, which carried them about ten miles
down the Potomac river, wher the body
was sunk in the river’

“And

now ccmes the climax in the
shape of a voluntary letter from the
United States War Department, as fol
lows :

““War Department,
*“*Office of the Judge Advocate General,
““Washington, May 13, 1898,
“‘F. L. Bates, Memphis. Tenn
“‘Dear Sir:—I am collecting marter for
a detailed account of the assassinatioa of
President Lincoln by T. Wilkes Boob,
and sceing your letter to this department
conzerning the evidence vou th:ruin -tate
you persess, that Booth was not  atuvad
and killed by the Federal troops, T lave
been prompted to write you in my private
capacity as a citizen, and not as an em
plecye of the War Department, and inquire




