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564 MURDER OF THE PRESIDENT.

dark cloud appeared, and suddenly overspread the firmament as with a pall,
Before midnight the electric messengers went over the land w ith the tidings
that the President had been murdered ! The sad story may be briefly told as

follows : —
On the morning of the 14th, General Grant arrived in Washington.'

"Captain Robert Lincoln, the President’s son, was one of his staff officers,

They had arrived in time for the latter to breakfast with his father, and give
him the narrative of an eye-witness, as he was, of the seencs of Lee's surren-
der. At 11 o’clock the President attended a Cabinet meeting, at which
Grant was present. When the meeting adjourned, he made an arrangement
with the General to attend Ford’s Theater in the evening, and sent a mes-
senger to engage a box. When, awhile afterward, Schuyler Colfax, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, visited him, he invited that gentle-
man to accompany Mrs, Lincoln and himself to the theater, but previous
engagements caused Mr. Colfax to decline. General Grant was ealled to
New York that evening.

It was publicly announced in the afternoon, that the Presideht and Gen-
eral Grant would be at the theater. The hmm' was crowded.  Mr. Lincoln
and a little party’ arrived just after cight o’clock.  The President was seated
in a high-backed rocking-chair, with Mrs, Lincoln and Mjss Harris on his
left. The box had been draped with an American flag in honor of the

President. The play, “Our Americaw Cousin,” was drawing to a close,

when, at-a little past ten o’clock, John Wilkes Booth, an actor by profession,
passed near the box where the President and his party weré w.nml, and after
presenting a card to Mr. Lincoln’s messenger, in the passage way,’ he “stood
and looked down upon the orchestra and the audience for a few minutes,
He then entered the vestibule of the President’s: box, closed the door and
fastened it from the inside with a picce of plank previously provided, so that
it might not be opened from the outside.  He then drew a Derringer pistol,
and with this in his right hand, and a long two-edged dagger in his left, he
entered the inner door of ‘the box directly behind the President, who was

 leaning a little forward, absorbed in the interest of the drama. Ilol ling the

pistol over the back of the chair, he shot Mr. Lincoln in the head. The ball
entered back of the car, and passing through the hrain, lodged just hehind
the right eye. The President’s head fell slightly forward, and his eyes closed ;
he lived nine hours afterward, but was not conscious.

Major Rathbone was startled by the report of the pistol, and sccing
Booth, who was half hidden by the potvder-smoke that filled the box, seized
him. The murderer tore away from his grasp, dropped his pistol, and strik-
ing with his dagger, made a serious wouhd on the Major's left arm.  The
assassin then rushed to the front of the box, with the gleaming weapon in
his hand, and shouted, “ Sic Semper Tyrannis <o may it be alwayvs with
Tyrants—the motto of the seal of Virginia, and then leaped upon the stage,

1 Unlike most conquerors, Grant did not ehter the eapital of the conguered, and enjoy the sensations that
awalt visitors on such oceasions, hat following simpiy in the path of duty, when hicwork was done, he went
directly to his own eapital to report its resnlts to his G

? Composed of Mrs. Lineoln, Major 1. R Rath
Ira Harris.

¥ At nine o'clock a man appeared at the same place, with a larze package, and inquired for Gonenil Grant
No doubt the intention was to murder the General at the same time My Lineoln was as.assinted

wernment
and Miss Clara W, Harris, danehter of Senaton
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e was hooted and spurred for a night ride. One of his spurs caught in the
flag, and he fell.  Rising, he turned to the audience and exclaimed, * The South
is avenged I “and then escaped by a back door, where he mounted a horse a
boy was holding for him, fled across the Anacosta, and found temporary
refuge with some sympathizing friends, among the Maryland slave-holders,
The President was carried from the theater to the house of Mr, _
Peterson, on the opposite side of the street, where he died the next 2 ‘r&“‘
morning * at twenty-two minutes past seven o'clock.! :

So fell, by the hands of an assassin—an embodiment of the dark spirit
of the (mmplmmm against the lh-pul»lu—.\nmuul Lincony," the hest rep-

' Mrs. Lincoln, half dead with fright and grief, was taken to the house where her husband lay. We was
soon surrouided by the prominent offloers of the Government, and other distinguished gentiemen, who remain:
ed with him until the last,

* There s evidence on record, that during the whole war, as well as before Mr. Lineoln's Inauguration, plots

were formed, from time to time, for his assassination, not only in this country, but mnong the friends of the .

Consplrators in Europe.  Hut, having in his heart, * Charity toward all, and malice toward none,” he could not
belleve that anybody would be so wicked as to deliberately muncder him; and he never took a precaution Iﬂll‘
assassination, voluntarily,

In the first and second volumes of this work may be found extended nacratives of events connected with
a plot to assassinate Mr. Lineoln while on his way to Wash{ngton City, in February, 1561, The following Inter-
e-(lug account, not only of those circumstances, but of carly movements in the preparations for overturning the
Government, have been kindly communjeated to the author by 8, M, Felton, the Super|ntendent of the Phila-
delphin, Wilmiogton and Baltimore railway,  Mr. Pinkerton, mentioned in this narrative, has, in an interesting
pamphlet, given a history similar in the tenor of many facts.  Mr. Felton's communiention, dated Nov, 18,
IS6T, (s na follows, after speaking of the determination of the Sonthern politiciuns to rebel, after the election of
Mr. Lincoln:—

“ My own business relations for the last ten years, as manager of a railroad connecting the North with the
Sduth, had brought me into relations somewhat intiimate with Southern men. [ saw trouble, and tried to avert
it as far as | could by my personal influenee. T advised on both sides a conservative policy, and endeavored, so
far as 1 could, to bring both parties together by adinsting differences. The plot was, however, more deeply lald
than appeared on the surface, and soon broke out in open rebellion,  From this moment I did not hesitate to
decide what course I was to pursue, and this was tg support the Government with all the means at my disposal.
1 was importuned to remain nenteal, and also to deeline to place the road at the disposal of the Government for
the transportation of troops and supplies; but [ reganded such & eourse as no less treasonable than open rebel-
lion. It soon eame to my knowledge, first from rumors, and then from evidence which 1 could not doubt,
that there was a deep-laid conspiraey to caprure Washington, destroy all the avenues to it, from the north, east
and west, and thos prevent the inaugiration of Mr. Lincoln in the Capitol of the eountry ; and if this plot did
not suceced, then to murder him on his way to the Capltal, and thus Inaugurate a revolution whicl, they hoped,
would end in estallishing a Southern Confuderaey, uniting all the slave States, while the North was to be divided
Into separate eliques, each striving for the destruction of the other.  Early in the year 1561, Miss Dix, the phi-
lanthropist, eame into my oftice on a Saturday afternoon, [ had Kknown her for some years, as one engaged in
alleviating the sufferings of the aMicted - Her oceupation in Southern hospitals had brought her in contact with
the promtnent men Sonth,  She had beeome familiar with the structure of S8outhern soclety, and also with the
working of its political machinery,  She stated to me that she had an important communication fo make to me
personally, 1 listened attentively to what she had‘to say for more than an hour.  She put {n & tangible and
reliabie shape, by the facts she related, what be fofe 1 had heard, tn numeronx and detached parcels. The sum
of it all was, that there was then an extensive and organized conspiracy lhwhnul the Bouth, to selze upon
Washington, with ftearchives and records, and then declave the Southern Consyijvators, de firoto, the Qovernment
of the United States at the same time they were to ent off all modes of conimiinieation brlween Washington
and the North, Fst, u|-| West and thas prevent the transportation of troops, to“wrest the Capital from the hands
of the insnrgents My Lineoln's inaugnration was thus to be provented, or his 1ife was to fall a sacrifiea, In
fact, she sablid troops weee then deilling on the line of our own road, the Washington and Annapolis line, and
other lines of vailroad. The men drillod were to obey the eommands of their leaders, and the leaders were banded
together to eapture Washincton,  As soon as the interview was ended, Tealled Mr, N, 1*. Trist, who was then, and
T now, tneontidential relitions with the railroad, into my offiee, and told him T wanted him to go to Washington
that nightand communicate these fucts to Geneval Seott, Talso furnished him with some data for General Seott, s
to the other rontes to Washineton, that might be adopted in case the direet ronte was cut off  One was the Dela-
ware ratlrond to Scaford and then up the Chesapeake and the Potomae to Washington, or to Annapolis, and thenee
to Washington s another to Porryvble and thenee by water to Annapolis, and thenee to Washington, My, Trist left
that nichit, and arvived in Washington at siy the next morning,  He timmediately had an interview with General
Seott, who, after Histening to him, toad him he hod foreseen the trouble that was coming, and in October previous
Bad made o communieation to Prosidont Buchanan predieting tronble at the South, and urging strongly the gar
risaning of all the Sonthorn forts and arsenals with forees suflicient to hold them, but that his adviee had been un-
Boeded and pothing had beon done and e feared nothing would be done; that he was powerless, and that he feared
1w onld be necessary to inangurate Mo Lineoln at Philadelphia, He should, however, do ail he could to bring
troops to Washington, suflieient to make ftseeure ; but he had no influence with the administeation, and foared
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. resemtative of true Democracy in America, known in this generation. His

M ocoasioned the most profound grief throughout the Republic, and sor-

'I!tull‘qlm 'l\lll matters mod on Mr. Trist's visit to Washington, and thus they stood for some
quently, & gontl from Baltimore cana out to Back River Bridge, on

mln -Ihum of the city, nnd told the bridge-keeper that he had como to give information,
hl come to his knowledge, bf vital importance to the road, which he wished communicated to me, The

atare of this communication was, that a party was then organized in Baltimore for burning our bridges in case
Mer. Lingoln eame over theroad, or in case we attempted to carry troops for the defense of Wushington, This party

. had combustible materials then prepared to take vut and pour over the bridges; that they were to disguise them.

Belves as negroes, and be at the bridge just before the train, bringing Mr. Lincoln,arrived. The bridge was thento -
Seburned, and the train attacked, and Mr. Lincoln to be put out of the way. This man appeared to be a gontle. -

" aman, and in earnest, and honest in what he sald; but he would not give his name, nor allow any inquiries to be
“madle a8 to his name or exact abode, as he said his life would be in peril were it known that he had given this
_ Anformation. ‘He sald If we wolld not attempt to find him out, he would consiuue to come and give ns inform-
"stlon. . He came, subsequently, several times, and gave items of information as to the movements of the Con-
but Ihave never been able to ascertaln who he was. Immediately after the development of these
I weat to Washington, and there met a prominent and rellable man from Baltimore, who was well
with Marshal Kane, then the chief of police. I was anxious to ascertain whether he was loyal and
and made particalar inquiries upan both these points. 1 was nssured that he was perfectly rellable,
mt made known some few of the reports that had come to my knowledge in reference to the designs
m& bridges, and requested that they should be laid before Marshal Kane, with a request that he should
. dletall & police force to make the necessary investigation. Marshal Kunc was seen, and it was suggested to him
' $hiat theré were reports of a conspiracy to burn the bridges and cut off Washington, and his advice was nsked, ap

Ao/the best way of ferreting out the Conspirators. He scouted the idéa that there was any such thing on foot,
#ald-he bad thoroughly investizated the whole matter, and there was not the slightest fuundation for such

l

Hi:

<r . Kane's manner of treating the subject, satisled me that he was not reliable. I then determined to

m more to do with him, but to investiyate the matter In my own way, and at once sent for n celebrated

ve, Allan Pinkerton, who resided in the West, and whom I had before employed in an important matter,

'was n man of great skill and resources. [ furnished him with a few hints only, and at once set him on the
M with eight assistants. There were then drilling on the line of the rallroad, some three military organiza-
tions, professedly for home defense, pretending to be Union, and, in one or twe instances, tendering their
_mervices to the raliroad in ease of trouble.” Thelr propositiins were duly considered, but the defense of the

. soad was never. intrusted to them. The first thing done by Pinkerton was to enlist a volunteer in each of these '
military companies. They pretended to come from New Orleans and Mobile, and did not appear to be wanting

An sympathy for the South. They were furnished with uniforms at the expense of the road, and drilled as often
o8 their associates in arms; became initiated into all the ts of the ization, and reported every day or
4we ' to their chief, who immediately reported to me the designs and plans of the compunies. One of these
erganizations was loyal, but the other. two were disloyal and fully in the plot to destroy the bridges and march
%o Washington, to help wrest it from the hands of the legally constituted authorities. Every nook and corner on
4he road and its vicinity was explored by the chief and his detectives, and the secret working of secession and
“treason made bare, and brought to light. Socleties were formed in Baltimore, and various mades, known to and
prectiosd only by deteciives, were resorted-to to win the confidence of the Conspirators ani get into’ their secrets,
The plaa worked to a charm, and the inidnight plottings and the daily consultations of the Conspirators were
treasured up as & gulde to our future plans for thwarting them. It turned out that all that had !een communi-

" eated by Miss Dix and the gentleman from Baltimore, rested upon a foundation of fact. and that the half had not

" been told. It was made as certain by these investigations, as strong circumstantial, and positive evidence conld
make it, that there was a plot to burn the bridges and destroy the road, and murder Mr. Lincoln on his way to
‘Washington, if' it turned out that he went there before troops were called. If troops were first ealled, then the
bridges were to be burned, and Washington cut off and taken possession of by the South. I at once organized
and armed a force of about two hundred men, whom I distributed along the line, between the Susquehanna and

- Baltimore, principally at the briiges. These men were drilled regularly by drill-thasters, and were apparently

amployed in whitewashing the bridges, putting on some six or seven coats of wash, saturated with salt and
alam, to make the outside of the bridges as nearly fire-proof as possible, This whitewashing, so extensive in
its application, became the nine days' wonder of the neizhborhood. Thus the bridses were strongly guarded
and a train was ged so as to rate all the forees at one point in case of trouble, The programme of
Mr. Lincoln was changed, and it was decided that hé should go to Harrisburg from Philadelphia, and thence
over the Northern Central road by way of Baltimore, and thence to Washington. We were then informed by
wur detective, that the attention of the C pi s was turned from our road to the Northern Central, and that
they would there await the coming of Mr. Lincoln. This statement was confirmed by our Baltimore gentleman,
who came out again, and said thut their designs npon our road were postponed for the present, and until we ecar-
ried troops, would not be renewed. Mr. Lincoln was to be waylaid on the line of the Northern Central road,
and prevented from reaching Washington, or his life was to fall a sacrifice to thé attempit. Thus matteérs stood
on the afterncon of his arrival in Philadelphia. I felt it iny duty to communicate to him the ficts that had come
to my knowledge, and urge his going to Washington privately that night in our sleeping-car, instead of publiely
two days after, as was proposed. [ went to a hotel in Phiiadelphia, where I met the detective, Pinkerton, whe
‘was regi d under an & 1 name, and arranged with him to bring Mr. Judd, Mr. Lincoln's intimate friend,
to his room, in season to arrange for the journey to Washington that night. One of our sub-detectives made
three efforts to communieate with Mr. Judd while passing thirough the streets in the procession, and was three
times arrested and carried out of the crowd by the police. The fourth tine he succeeded,
Mr. Judd to the room at the hotel, where, he met the detective-in-chief and myse!f,

and brouzht
We lost ny time
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row wherever civilization prevailed. The manner of his death sent s thrill
of horror everywhere; the rebound of feeling decreed his earthly spotheosis,
By the consent of the common conscience and judgment, the honored and
beloved Emancipator became an adored Martyr; and Democrats in sll dands
mstnntly placed him by the side of \Vnnhlngton, in the calendar of their
saints and sages. The solemn words of his last inaugural address were
recalled in nearly all civilized languages;' and forty thousand French Demo-

in making known to him the facts which had come to our knowledge in refurence to the conspirsey, sond
most earncstly advised thst Mr. Lincoln should go to Washington privately that night In our sleeping-ess.
Mr, Judd fully entered into the plan, and said he would urge Mr. Lincoln to sdopt it. Un bis and Plokertan‘s
cominunicating with Mr. Lincoln after the services of the evening were over, he answered that he had engaged
to go to Hareisburg and speak the next day, and be wduld not bresk his engagement, even in the face of saéh
peril, but that after he had fuifilled the engagement he would follow such advice as we might give him in refer-
ence to his journey to Washington, It was then arranged by myself und Pinkerton that Mr. Lineoln should go te
Harrisburg the néxt day, and make his address, after which he was apparently to retire to Governor Curtin's bouse
“for the night, but in reality to go to a point sbout two milés out of Harrisburg, on the Pennsylvanis raliresd,
where an extra car and engine awnited to'take him to Philadelphia. At the time of his retiring, the telegraph lines
east, west, north and south from Harrisburg were cut, so that no message as to his movements eould be sent off in
ary direction. Mr. Lincoln could not probably arrive in season for our regular train that left at 11 2. x.,and 1 did not
dare to send him by an extra, for fear of its being found out or suspected that he was on the road, and it became
necessary for me to devise some excuse for the detention of the train. But three persons on the road besides myself
knew the plan. One of these, Mr, W, Stearns, [ sent by an carlier train to say to the people of the Washington
branch road that I had an important package which [ was getting ready for the 11 ». s train ; that it was necessary
I should have this package delivered in Washington early the next morning, without fall ; that I was stesining
every nerve to get it ready by 11 o'clock, but in case [ did not sueceed, I should delay the train until it was resdy,
probably not mure than half an hour, and I wished, a8 a personal favor, that the Washington train should swalt
the coming of vurs from Philadelphia, before leavinz, This request was willfhzly complied with by the man-
agers of the Washington branch, and Mr. Stearns, whom [ had sent to Baltimore, so informed me by telegraph ia
eipher.  The second person in the secret, Mr. H. F. Kenney. 1 sent to West Philadelphia, in company with
Pinkerton, in a earriage, to await the eoming of Mr, Lincoln. I gave bim s package of old milroad reports, dowe’
up with great care, with n great seal attached to It, and directed, in o faif round hand, to s persomat Willsed's
*E. J. Allen’ (the assuined name of Pinkerton), 1 marked it * very important, to be delivered without fall by
11 o'clock train, indorsing my own naine upon the package, Mr. Lincoln arrived in West Philadelphia, and
was immediately taken into the carrlaze with Mr. Kenaey uml Pinkerton, and driven to within s square of our
station, where Mr. Kenney jumped off with the package and waitwl till he saw the earriage drive up to the door -
and Mr. Lincoln and the detective get out and go in./ He then came up and gave the package to the econduetor, *
who was waiting at the door to reeeive ity In company with a police officer. Tickets had been bought beforehand
for Mr. Lincoln and party to Washington, including a tier of berths in the slecping-car. He passed between the
conductor and the police officer at the door, and neither suspeeted who he was. The conductor remarked as be
passed, * Well, old fellow, it'is Ineky for you that our President detained the train to send a package by it, or you
would have been-left.’  Mr, Linicoln and the detective being safely ensconced in the sleeping-car, and my paek-
age safely in the hands of the conductor, the train started for Baltimore, about fifteen minutes behind time.
Our man number three, George Stearns, started on the train to go to Baltimore, and hand it over, with its con-
tents, to man number one, William Stearns, who awaited its arrival in Baltimore. Before the train reached
Gray's Ferry bridge, and before Mr. Lincoln had resigned himself to slamber, the conductor eame to George
Stearns, and accosting him, said: *George, I thouzht yon and [ were friends.  Why did you not tell me Old Abe
was on board #* George, thinking the conductor had, in some way, become possessed of the seeret, answered :
*John, we are friends, and, as yon have found it ont, Old Abe is on board, and we wiil still be friends, and see
him safely through.' John answered, * Yes, if it costs me my life, he shall have a safe passage,’ and so George
stick toone end of the car, and the condgetor to the other every moment that his duties to the other passengers
would admit of it,  And Mr, Lineoln did arrive safely. It turned ont, however, that the contluctor was mistaken
In his man, A man’ strongly resembling Mr. Lineoln had come down to the train about half an honr before it
left, and bonght a ticket to Washington, with a ticket for the sleeping-ear. The eonduetor had seen him, and
concluded he was the veritable *Old Abe'  George delivered the sleeping-car and train over to William, in
Baltimore, and William, as had been previously arranged. took his place at the back and rode to Washinzton, where
he arrived on the rear of the sleeping-car, at about six A, s on time, and saw Mr, Lincoln in the hands of a friend.
safely deltveredat Willard's, when he secretly ejnculated, * God be praised!" He also saw my package of railroad
reports marked *highly important,® safely delivered into the hands for which it was intended. This beinz done,
he performed his morninz ablutions in peice and quiet, and enjoyed with unusual zest a breakfast at Wiflard's.
At eight o'clock, the time ced upon, the telegraph wires were joined, and the first inéssage flashed across the
line was, * Your package has arrived safely. and been delivered.—WirLiaw.' Then there went up from the
writer of thisa shout of joy, and a devout thanksziving to Him from whom all blessings tlow, and the few in the
secret joined in a heartfelt amen,  Thus bezan and ended a chapter in the history of the Rebellion that has never
been before written, but about whieh there have been many hints entitled a Seoteh eap and riding cloak, &e.,
neithensof which had any foundation in truth,  Mr. Lincoln was safely inanzurated, after which 1 discharged our
detectiva foree, and also the semi-military whitewashers, and all was quiet and serene non the railroad™
VThe British Standard, a leading English journal, said of it: * It is the most remarkabie thing of the sort
ever pronounced by any President of the United States, from the first day until now. Its Alpha and its Omega
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