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Crook in the possession of vivid al]d unique
I.ecollection  of  the  martyr- president.    Col-
onel   Crook   was   tbe   bodyguard  of  Presi-
dent  Linc'oln  during  the  most  interesting
!pei.iod  o£  Lincoln's  life,  and   naturally  he

}came   mol.e   closely   and   con'tinuously   ln
:contact  with tbe  great  American  than  did
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first, impressioDs  with  an  estimate  of  I,in-
co|n  formed  from  the  vantage  Qf  gl.eater
perspective   and   rendered   convincing   by
comparison   with`  other   Presidents.     The
l<|tter  has   been   possible   because   Colonel
Crook  has  been e\ontinuously an employe of
the   White  House  from  the  days   o£   Lin-
coln  to   the   present   time.    Indeed.   Janu-
ary  of  this  year.   marked   the   completion

%fou£!e:   forty-fourth   year  _in   the    white
Colonel  Crook  ls  now  ln  b.is  sixty-nintb

year  and   was  thus   little   more   than   20
years   of  age  when   the   Civil   War   broke
opt.   At 21  he  erilisted  in  the  U2iion  Army
end  6el'ved  for  some   time  in   tlie   i`anks.
At  the  expil.ation  of  his  enlistment  he  se-
cured  a  position  on the  police  force  at  the
national  capital.    It  was  thris  that  he  be-
cam_e_ 'eligible   for   the   position   of   body-
grird  tollie President.   In order to enflble
a  `rotatlofl   of   sei.vice   three   othei`   men,
E.Iphonso   Dunn,   John   Parker   and   Alex-
ari€er   Spitn-all   long   since   dead,   were

:i%Q<p€:::dueendtt3u%Cttng8u§Ee%{flarijoguusa:frscuf£:
Stances   Crook   t:ame   to   be   closer   asso-
cia-ted``witb    Lincoln    th.n    any    of    the
otheng   and   w!is  in   the   company   of   the
war  president  on  all  the  most  intei.estiug
a-ccastonB  of  LIB `Iater  career.
.`Poaslbly the  especial  attention  bestowed--g .Crook  `was  due  ln
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at  least  to  tbe`  fact  that  this  particular
bodyguard  ,was  comparatively  young  and,
as   he   himself   now  confesses,   had   Bone-
thing   of   the   attitude   of   a   bashful   bdy
toward   the  tall   Pi.esident.     Liricoln   did
everything  in  his  power  to  put  his  pro-
tector  at  his  ease,  afld  {n  their  walks  to
and  from  tl]e  White  House  kept  up  a rut}-
Ding   fire   of   conversation   with   his   com-
panion.     Not   {pfrequently,   Colonel   Crook
l'elates  the  topicj` discussed'  concerned. the
possibility  of `an   attempt  on  the   pal.t  of
any  person  to  do  harm  to  the  President.

A  circumstance  that  conti`ibuted  to  the
`cP:ig:n%YCEoeotge#&sP£%e#*dde¥E:LL±tnn%\\FBELEnd.

variable  practice  of  having  his  bodyguard
Walk  by  liis  side instead  of  some  distance
ln liis real.-after  the  fashion of an orderly
-as   has   been   the   ctistom   of   President
Roose`.elt   and   other   recent   chief  `magls-
trates.     Lincoln   never   liked   tB_e,  idea   Of

•rbeing specially  guarded  and  when.  follow-
\\Ing   the   ap.oearance   o£   Garowski,   a-   Bus-

pic`ious    Pole,     who    skulked    about,  the
White  House  group_ds,  and  a  very  i}arro.w
escape  from  a  bullet   firedp at  him  aJs  ho

was  drlvlng  ln  the  outskirts.o£  Washing-
ton,  he'`finally  did  consent  to  special  pr_o-
tective  measures,  but  he  lnslsted  thzLt' no
public  announcement  Should  be  `made~-re-
gal.ding these precautions;  that tbe  guards
should  wear  plain  clothes  instead  of  uni-
forms,   and   that`  the   guard   who-&ccom-
panled  him  on  his  walks  about  the  capi-
tal    should    ever    remain    at    his    side
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night,\  often   remaining  `until
midnight   beside,  the   opei.ators   at   ,tt
kdys.     Colonel  Crook's   recollection  -of
Pres!,dent   on   these   niglit   pilgrimages
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after   the   fashion   of   a   personal   friend, i
and  with  Bo  suggestion  of  that protection,  i
whicll ` was  obnoxious  to  liincolh,I because
lt   seemed   an  admission  of   lack  o€  confl-  ,I
dence  in  the  peopla of the  country.    _

Colonel   CI.ook   declares   that   ha   galned'''
perhaps   his   best   lnslght   into   the   gen-;
eroiis,  patient,  kindly  nature  of  the  war
President  during  his   nlglitly  walks  with (
Lincoln to the War  Department.    In those
days,  be  it  explained,  there  was  no  tele-
gi.aph  and  telephone  station  in`  the  WbLte ,
LHouse,   suc.h`as   theL.e   ls   today,   and  the

fprr;e:£dtehnet'w¥.:§,ntE:i¥!:g:dnetfs8;:6jr:a:,:
£t.ont,  had  to  gd  tQ  the  War  Department!''
Building,   where  the  telegraph  office  was„
`located.-    Thla Lincoln  did   almost   ever

ure   striding   beside   him   in   the   gloom
wl.apped   in   the  rough  gray  Shawl   be  t`n
Varia,bly   wore  on  such  night  expegitioBS

gFsdewnfotrhm:£usst%]eL±gbhet:VeFwh£¥ia::PL¥o8fi¥

5i:g:icnueps:tioof,  i.e.a l':c csa!?.nnea||tyhl'::g-i.Ej
di.aw  his  bodyguard  to  his  side\and  war
some _paces  l]and  in   hand  or  arm  ln  q¥]
with  the  younger  mar<.    ,

•It  fell  to  the  lot  o£  Colonel  Crook;I ea"
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permittirig  guests  at  the  White  House  re-
eeptions'  to   entel.   the   presence   of   the
President   clad   in   voluminous   cloaks
otber' garments   that   might   readily   a
ceal  weapons.    Nowadays  no,wompp
rylng   a   muff   or   man   witn   big  'If
thrust  deep   into   the   pocket   of,aL  4(
coat  would  be  permitted  to  approach  tgre
President,. but   until   the   latter   pint
tbe   Lincoln   administration   such   prec
tlons  had  not.been  dreamed  of.     On
night   on   which   Colonel   Crook   first   :
the   innovatlop   Into   practice   he   en
tered   some   vigol.ous   protests   from   so fie.
of   the  -White   House   guests,   not{
fflmous  Kate  Chase  Sprague,  w`Jio
wearing  a  wrap
dre'8s,  but  th

that  completely
e  young  and, rat

uard  kept /his  te\m
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patiently  explained  to  each  protestant tne
I.eason  for  the  hew  rule  he  succeeded  in
inducing  them   dll   to   comply.

IIow   intimate   was   Crook',s  association
With   Lincoln   will   be   the   better   under-
stood  when  it  is  explained  that  at  night
he`was  on  du_ty  in  the  corridor  just  out-
inde    the   Presldent's    I)edl;oom~so    close
that   I I.eq'uently   he  -could   hear   the   great
man   sigh   or   moan   in   his   sleep   after   a

ay  of  unusual  anguish  and  anxiety.    Oc-
c`a§ionally   he   wouldr  have   to   awake   the
sleeper   to   deliver   some-1mpoi.tant   tele-
gram,    but   Crook   declares   that   Ijincoln
never  dlsblayed  any  ii.I.itation  at  such  iri-
terruptions.-`  He   tells,   too,   of   one   octa-
gion   when   entei'ing  the  President's  room
in   response  to   the  usual   "Come   in."  'he
was   surprised   to  find   Lincoln  busily   en-

i¥.g!,;:]I:?:aeiiy|i_|ng:_?:_iu:t::::.,+P|nen!;i:;;:i:.ef:h:;droll  chief  magistrate,  with  a  half  smile.
Colonel  Ci.ook  was  frequently  called  upon
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o\fpee.   and   these   interchanges   gave   him
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e`vidently  to  the  limit  of  her  patience  to
accompany  her  on' a  promised  drive,  Lin-
coin  a-rose  from  his  desk  witb  a  resigned
expression,  but  with  a  merry  twinkle,ln
his    eyes,    and    I.emarked    to    Crook:  ,"I`guess   I   would   bettel.   go."

Iiincoln's  foDdness  for  Crook  was  prob-

Ci.o-ok-and  '1ittle   Tad   Ijlncoln, ` the-, apple
of  the  Pi.esident`s  eye,  were  fast'£riends.`
Incidentally,  it  may  be  mentioned  police-
men  seem  to  possess  an  especial  fascli}a-
tion`for  the  young  sons of  our  presidents.
Readers of the newspapers  may remember

i

:ably  partly   attributable  to  the<  fact  that
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thflt  during  the  eai.ly  days  of  the  Roose-
velt  admlnisti.ation  the  then  very  youth-
ful  Quentin  and  Archie  were  tlie  almost
inseparable   companions   of   certain   blue-

§i8t::ned::i:mTeaaguft%lon[:i[en[t;:%%¥s8{:;I:€`r¥;:o!i€
lectlon   of I  him   and   the   veterab   White
House  employe adds  his testimony  to  that
of-other,intimates  o£  Lincoln  ln  tne  dec-
laratlon   that   the   gad-faced   President.a

lighter  moods  were  ln   no  wise  so  pleas-I
`dnog;ynditshc:°S:odn:a:phpeenrh:orr:rdg:?oufpat::

White  HQHse ``with  Tad,   playiEg  all  sorts`
of tjuvenlle  games.  It `was  fol.  Tad's  sake,
too,   that   Lincoln.   accompanied  by   body-
gual`d   Crook,   made   frequent   visits   to   a
quaint   little   toy  shop,   still   1n   existence,
a  Couple  of  blocks  from  the  White  House,
and  there .in  his  I.are  intervals  of  leisure
sought  new   pl.aythings  for  the  little   lad
who   occupied   the   largest   place   in   his
heart.

Crook,   who  had  been  on  dut`y  with  the
President  all  day,  did'-not  accompany  Lin-
coln  to  Ford's.Theater  the  night  of  the
assassination.  He  always  refers  to  his  a,b-
.sence  with  a .certain  regret,-  for  he  had  a
special   system   of   Ills   own   for   guai.dil]g
tbe   Chief   Magistrate   on   such   public   ap.
pearances,    &nd   he   is   convinced   to   this
day  that  if  he  had  been  at  his  usual  sta-
tion   at  the   door   of  the   President's   box
Bootli    would    never    have    passed    him.
Tnere  would  seem  to  be  some  ground  fol'
Crook's  confidence,   for  the  bodyguzlrd  ditl
frustl.ate  the  plans  of  a  man  who  sought
to` gain  fludience  with  Lincoln  dui.ing  the
latter's   famous   visit   to   City   Point,   al]d
who,     when     refused     admission,     made
threats   against   the    President.     At   the
tline   the   man   gave   the   name  o£  Smith,
but  Crook  has  always  been  confident  that
lt    was    none   'other    th{m    the    notoi.io`Is
Surrat,  with  whose appearance  under  nor-
mal   Conditions   he   was   familiar   through
having  lived  in  the  same  county  in  Mary-`
land  before  the  war.

After  the death of  Iilflcoln  Colonel  Crook
accompanied  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Chlcclgo, and
later  retul.ned  to  the  White  House  as  the
bodyguard  of   Presiden`t   Johnson.   Ei.e   he`
retired   from' the   pl.esidepcy   Johnson t in-
st?lied  him  in  a  permanent  clerkshlp   at
the   White   House;` and   he   continued   ln
this  capacity  during  the  forepart  of  the
G`i.ant   regime.  ,In   1876   Grant   appoillted
Crook  act`ing   secretary  to= the  President,
and  ,1n   March,   1877.   appointed   him   dls-
`bul'slng   officer   of   tbe   White   House,   in
which    position    he    has    continued    ever
since,   havtog  ln  the  aggregate  expended
hundreds  o£,thousands  of  dollars  for  the
mai`ntenance  of  the  presidential  establish-
ment.

Colonel   Crook's   home   ln   the   city   o£
Washington  ls  filled  witb  relics  and  me-
meEtoes   ®£   Iilncoln   and otnei. Presidents.
Probably  the  most  prized  9f  all  the  keep-
sakes  ls ,a  card  ln  Iiincoln's  handwriting-
which    tbe   Pres{deflt   addressed    to    the

provost  marshal  generat' when  Cro®t-.a
bls   other   bodyguard,   Alela.trder   S
were  drafted  for-servlco  in  the

The  President  wrote  that  ho  could  tl
sbare   these   men   and   asked  .the   ®fl
above-mentioned  to   "please  fix"  the  rna
ter.     This  precious  bit  of  paper  repo
for  ye,irs   in   the   Wag   Department   fll
but  when   Robert  T.   Ijlncoln,  Son  ot
martyr  president  was   secretary  of yw
he  gave`-it  to  bis  father's  old  guar\d.   A
other   of   Colonel   Crook'B   souveni"(tr
mahogany   cane   made  `\£rom   the   rail
the   little   spii`a,I   stairway   wherebr'  Ll
coln    reached   his   office   and    whlcb   I
long   since   been   tol`n-  down.

Colonel   Ci.ook   has   some   almost   "1c
less  specimens  of  the  china  service  whte
Mrs.  Lincoln selected for tbe  White Hou
<1nd     which    Colonel     Crook    declal.es
have  been  more  beautiful  than  any  tabl
war.e   purchased   before   or   since   fob
on   the   Pi.esidentlal   table.      Tliei.e   ls
dainty  cup  and  Saucer  and  a  plate  wh]
Lincoln   used  ~  all`  ornamen'ted   by   t
bl.oad   maroon   band   and   the   eagle   ap
Coat  of  qrms  ln  Colorrs.     0lfi  Pbotog
of    Lincoln,    including    the    favoriteL   ro
Of  the  President,  witli  Tad  and  other  in
mentoes,    also    have    place   ln    tbe   ho
pi.esided   ovei.   by   Colonel   Crook   and   n
second  wife,   who  was  Mrs.   Clara  RI
Pi.iddy,   when   Colonel   Crook   marl.fed,,
nine  yeai's   ago.

One      possession    lot      Colonel      Crook
whi-ch,  though  not  a  relic  Of  the   Llnco
period,   he   yet   prizes   very   highly,   is
violin    whliih   was   once   owned   b.v#
Bull.  ,   Colonel   Crook   ls   a,  "fiddler,"i``
disdain-a   to   call   himself   a   violinist.  ,
is  his  one  diversion  and  he ,has  indul£
in   it   ever   since   he   was   a   boy   Qf ``-1
He   plays   entirely   by   ear,   never   havli
read  fl  note  of  music,  but  herdisplays  e
ceptional    talent.      Many    a    ulght
business   is   not   pressing   at   tlie
House  the  officials  on  duty-at-the
dent's  offl(.es  will  appeal  to  Colonel  Cro
by   telephone   at   his   home   and   he   wl
i_¥~_::_SponasLe_t<Q`+ihe£:^enwt]l.„eha+tleg.h+?:ag:playing   far   into   the   nlght=,while
member  of  tbe.  White  HQ]]Se  sea-ff,
phone  receivei.  at  his  eqvr;E`e;}ggg.€
distance concert.


