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Dear  }LTr  Allen;

Your  letter  of  April  Z5th  to  the  editor has  been
referred  to  the Hffiter.

I  shall  first  deal  wi.th  the  questions  that  are
answered  by  the  article  in  the  D©arborn  Independent  of I,fry  and,
which will  be  rather  late  reaching  you  dne  to  the  chang-.e  in  size
of  the  paper.    The  reward has  been paid,  as  you will  f ind  ty
this  article  and  the  Treasury  Department  holds  the  receipted
vouchers.    You will  also  find  in  this  story  that  the  Gorerrment
was  justified  in  being'  thoroughly  satis±'ied  that  they  had  the
body  of  Bo6th.       ',7f'ith  reference  to  i:r  Permiijiaji's  attitude.   t±iis
r,ray  be  explained  ty  tiLie  i.act  that  he  didm't  o'oject   to  T.7L'iate-,.er
auvertising  value  he  got  out  o±`  claiming.  tlriat  it  was  the  body
of  Booth  in his  undertaking  establishm^ent.    The  burial  place  of
the  body  is  thoroughly  covered  in  the  E!ay  and  story.     I  do  not
understand  how  you  co-`=.1d  have  an:jr  doubt  as  to  David  George  not
being  John  .i.`jfilkes  Bo ,tfi  after  co:aparin€;`  the  i-iandwriting  of  trio
two.     George's   eyes  \7r-,'i'.e  blue,   Botjth's  black.     Booth  and  George
had  Iiothing'  in  comon`as  to  education  anc].  culture.       The  only
statement   tbat  Geong`e  ever made  with  refer'ence  to  the  assa,ssina-
tion was  that  to  }L:rs  Harper.     It  did  -i.lot  agree  in  a,ny  of  its
details  `\7ith  the  facts  of  the  assassination  or  the  escape.      "ie
only  point  they  did  agree  c>n I.ras  that  Iiincoln was  assassinated.

History   does  record  t-flat  Gen  Gra,nt  left  `',7tiszii]igton
on  the  a±.termoon  of  the  day  of  the  assa;sination.     It  also  re-
cords  tl-lab  lull.en  the  Lincolns  first  as'Ked  the  Grants  to  i;-o  to  the
theatre  that  night  Gen  Grant  said  that  tiiey T7ould  accept  providing
they  remined  in  tov'm 'but  that  if  it  was  at  all  possible  they
\iv.acted  to  go  to  Burling.ton,  1T.  J.   to  see  tTrieir  children  who  were
in  school  there  and  `vFIIiom  t}iey  hadn't   seen  for  sometime.     Gen  Grant
repeated  this  to  President  Lincoln  between  two  and  three  o'clock
of  that  Friday  afternoon  during  a,  convtjrsation at  the  close  of
a  cabinet  meeting'.

IIincoln's  v{jry  last  note,  which  is  quoted  in  our
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articles  and which  is  on  file  in  the  Oldroyd  liincoln I`,,'?useirm  at  'i7ashington,
states   that  no  passes  i+tore  needed  to  +=``o   frou  I,`J{[=shiligton  to  PLichmond  as   the
war  w=s  over.     "I.B."  Tva:1.s  a  little  village  a  few  miles  soL].th  of  Surratts-
ville.     I:n.e  road  to  SuiTattsville  on  was  faioT,"  as  the  ''T.B.  P`oad.''    The
£"ard  at  the  brid8'e  (whose  vigilance  wg,s  naturally  lap.  due  to  the  secession
of  hostilities)   stated  in  his  si7orn  testimony  A=ay  16.1865,   ti-iat  iirhen  'he
asked  Booth  wliere  he  vvas  going,   tile  ans.t'v'er  -\i7as   "Bea.£ito.`t.jm,tt  wiich  v+g+s   another
name   ±`or  "I.B.t!         Phe  records   in  title  'i'Jasnrington  papers show  that  during  the
week  of j`Lpril  14.  1865,   there  was  i.Pee  passage  across  the  Anacostia  Bri6Lge
doi'm  to  lowei'  lELryland.

If  you  are  &t  any  time   in TtTjas,i-iington.   I  would  suggest  that
you  spend  a  coiaple  da3;-s  in  the  Congrc.?ssioml  Library  8'oing  over  the  National
Intelligencer  and  the 'f7'a,shington  Star  i.or  t}-iat  week.    You will  find. fran
these publications  that  people  did not  use  a  pass-word  but  had  been required
to  have  passes  if  they were  going on  dora  to  R. icinond.

tYe  are  not  trying  to  maKe  out  a  case  for Andrew Johnson  -ford
Imows  he  was  bad  en
mde against  him fa

E``\ L  -  but  we  are  absolutely  sure  that  no  case  can  be
ny  comection with the  assaBsinatlon.    What  do  you

read ln his  speech when ho  took the  oath  of  office  that  would  lead you  to
believe  that  there rag  a  connection?

If we attenpted  to  analyze  every mls-statement  ln  the  Bates

J%¥'h:en¥:#:i::s=;b:::o¥r#dt:t:i::::v::rh:i:::.bu¥:=o::u:°t::;b:eb=
turaoqualnted with  the  tmtb.    Oan yon  read  our article  of April  25th and
doubt  this?    I  an not  in the  least  surprised that you have  been  interested
in  the  Booth zrystery  since  you  flz.st  Saw  the  Bates  numry.    VAlho  wouldn't  be?
We are plamizlg to  i]ublish  five  or  six  acLditlonal  articles  giving more  details
as  to  the  family  life  of  `'The "a,d  Booths..I  the  other plots  ®f  tfro  abduction
and assassination of Llncom and  the  stor5r  of the  conspiraey  trials.    After
these  are  publisbed.  the  a,rticles  will  be  incorporated  ln a book.  which
ziaturally will  contain  a  trenendoug  number  of notes  and  references  that  Cannot
be given in nagazlne  articles.

Very  tmly yours

PHB  DmREQEN SHING  cQrmrm

ELB/I'
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