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Scng8 Authoritu or. Lincoha
Doctors  Found  the  Wrq,ng  Foot  Broken  When  They  Focused

X-Ray  on  Shrunken  Cadaver  of  Western  Saloon

Fighter,   Declares   Lewis.

The  amvesing  coatrouersu  over  the  death  of  John  Wtlkes  Booth,  a,S-
sasswi  of  Abralrarm  Lincoln,  afSer  doctors  ea}amined,  a,  rmunmified,  corg)se
of. what _is  8apposed, i.o  have been the  actor, had 1,ed  Ltoyd, Lewis. author
of ``Muths  After  I,incofm,"  to place the  story  of the  actor's 8iitci,a,e-i,n Erbid,
Okha., in  1903, in  the  categoru  of  a  T>qulular  fork tale.

By I,I,OYD LEWIS.
_ (Copyright,   1931.  by  I,he  United  Press.)

CHICAGO,  Dec.  23.-According  to  watchful  reporters,
six instead Of three  Chica-go doctors are focusing X-ray ma-
chines  upon  a  pitifully  shrunken  cadaver  in  an  attempt  to

1

decide  whether  it  be  that  of  the
re'al  or  the  pretended  John  Wilkes
Booth,  assassin _of Lincoln.

Such  a,n  examination  may  gratify
scientists  and  enhance  the  sideshow
value  Of  this` shrunken  monstrosity,
but it can prove nothing except that
the   pretender    had   certain    scars

rohLcahver°b%%£]%atr:]jLeyd¥}thB:gt°hs.e.Said
Saloon  Fighter.

David  E.  George,  whose  mummy
is,  being   scrutinized,  is  reputed  to'have  had  salapn  fights  in  his  life,
up   to   his   suicide   in   1903,   in   the
Southwest.       Hundreds     of     Wild
Westerners  could, by  this  system  of
proof,  be  established  as  Booth.

The  doctors began  by announcing`the  muminy  had  a\ fl'actured_ _fi&hf

foot,  but  when  it  Was  pointed  out
that Booth had a fractured left foot,
bhah:'Xmy,:u]`ecf¥)¥ootsdhisoc£¥esr{::soft££

lrjury.
Plenty  of  Proof.

B,efore this mummy can be proved
Bcroth's,  it  must be  established  that
Booth  was  not  killed  as  the  United
States  government  add  many  wit-
nesses  said  in  1865.I Against  the  sworn  testimony  is  a
vast  body of  legend, rumor, fantas-
tic   claims.    From   primitive   `times

mankind  always  has
suck  folk  tales.

I  have   heard   baekwoodsmen   in
Utah  say  Brigham  Young  did  clot
die  as announced,  but was wander-
ing in Mexico for many years.   To-
day many  say  Jesse  James  was  not
shot  by Robert  Ford.

Only Ballyhoo
to  Old  Veteran.

`    (Copyright,   1931,  by  United  Press.)  `

MADISON,    Wis.,    Dec.    23.LDr.
Hervie  A.  Dobson,  88,  U.  S.  Secret
Service    operative    in    Washington
when  Abraham  I.incoln  was  Presi-
dent,  today  said "this  John  Wilkes
Bcoth mummy argument is just sci-
entific  ballyhoo for next year's car-
nival  season."

"If this thing is Booth," he asked,
"how  did  the  man  who  was  cap-

iuarpepdeint:hb£?gE88gh;sndA}aprr;+'in[¥;
pocket?"How  did  another  conspirator  in
that  crime  happen  to  be  with  him
then?  -"Why did Booth's brother and sis-
ter,  who came  in a closed carriage,
ask  to see  the  body  and  then  want
tr,  take  ib away  with them?"If  it  was  not  Booth  whose  body
lay  on  the  gunboat  when  so  many
Of  the  people  in   Washington  who
knew him came to see it. why wasn't
that lmown  then?"


