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Mr.   E.L.BlaLck,
I)ea,rborn,   Mioh.

My  dea,r   Mr.   Black:a

I  t,his   morning  recieved  t,he  M  S  S,   togetiier  wit,h  the
phot,ost,atio   pict,ure  of  t,he  Bates   side-show.   I  caLnnot  sul`f iciently
i,ha.nk  you  f or  your  kindness  in  this  mat,i,er,   for  it,  furnishes  me
wit,h  much  dat,a  of  valua.ble  cha,raoter  in  view   of  my  discussion  of`
t,his  matt,er  with     I)I.   Wilson.     I  ant   speciaLlly  pleaLsed  to  get,  a   line
on  Dr.  Wilson's  view  of  the  m8g#'.     It  appears  that  he  will  rna.ke
miich   of  the   st,atement,  of  Bla.nche   Boot,h.

I)I.  -WiEson  and   I  have.been  friends  for  a  number   of  years.
He   is  a  good  oanipa,igner,   a,nd  wit,h  t,he   ''st.uff"  which  he  ha,s  ga.thered
will  make   quite   `d.n  impression  upon  the  uninformed.     He  haLs  ha.a
unusua,I  opport,unity  of  travel,   for  his  work  has  kept  him  in  tile
field.      In  his  bra.vels  he  ha.s  interviewed  many  people,   a.nd  like`RIEe
Ba,t,es,   he  has  preserved  such  findings  as  will  best  serve  his  purpDSQ
I   fa.il  to  see  how  he  ca,n  get  b`,7  t.he  undisputed  faLcts   of  history,
and  why  he  t,aLkes  t,he  Bates  a.tt,itude,   aLna  specially  so  since  he
has   all  tbe  records  a,t,  his  door,   in  Wa,shington.

In  a  recent,   let,her  from  him  he   inl`ormed  ff,e   i,i'ia,i   i,ne   Ea.boodr
book  has  ±±E  his  approval,   being  f`ounded  upon  t,he   fetes  book.
which  is  t,rue  t,o  history.   eta.  He  faLrt,her  st,atea  t,ha.t  he  takes  up
the   st,ory  inhere   Pa,tes   leaLves   off .

I   am   inf`ormed  i,ha.Jc   Dr.   Wilson  has   quite   aL   room   f\ill   of

Boothsonia,   and  t,hat,  he  now  has  a,  rna,n  employed  I,o  clip,   olassifv,
et,a.        I   believe   tha,t,  the  Wilson  book  will  ap-pea.I  wit,hin  a.  few
mont,hs ,

Twhen  this  rna,tt,er  first  caLme  to  my  attention(that  is  i,halt,

#;sw:::o:a::i:::,s:::t;:s`::I;ng#:':h::::::s::=`::::dB::::n:;ths.
She  replied  i.hat  when  she  wrote  her  life   of  Lincoln,   she  made   quite
a.  thorough  irivest,igation  a.nd  f ound  t,1iat  i,here  was  no  rea,I  evidence
of  Eooth's   escape.



I   will   meet,  Dr.   Wilson   on  this   mat,i,er,   some.Monday  morn-

ing   in  Oct,ober,   and  if`  you  will  allow  me  to  keep   the   M  S   S  until
that,  time  I   will  greaLtly  apprecfiat,e  it.     Be  assured  I,hat  I  will
make  no  iise   of  your  valilable  rna,teria,1  save   for  the  purpose   of  de~
b a t, e I

I   woiild.  be.  pleased  to  know  how  you   su+)port   iin®  st,atement
t,ha,t   D.E.George   did,   bet-,ore  he   passed,   writ,e`the`name.J.-W.Booth.
If  t,hat  can  be  proven,   t,hen  it,  follows  +.ji,lit  George  was  not  St„
Helen,   etc.

I  have  a  photostatic  copy  of  i,he  s-ignat,ure   of  J.W.i.
t,aken   f`rom   t,he  MCHenry  Hotel,   in  ttheadville,   Pa,.    (This   is  ni}'  ho flie

townS.     This   was  reproduced  by  the   Cent,ury  Magizine   some  y`ears
aLgo.   Doubtless  you  halve   iL   It,  is  ident,ical  wit,h  t,he   Boot,h  signa.-
t,ure'on  t,he   Boot,h  check   as   shown  be   t,he   I)ea.rborn   Ina.

In  your  @earborn   lnd.,   articles  you  rela,i,e  i,hat  George.
prior  to   dea.th   st,a.ted  that,  he  haLd  gott,ehout,  of  Vvashington   in  a
trunp„   et,c.     How   do  you   suiport,   t,ha,t,   st,aLtement?

Bat,e5E   drama.tic  pictureof  i,he  iderit,ifica,i,ion  of  the
body  at,  the  Penniman  place:   his   intense   sorrow  f`or  his   ±`riend;
is  in  st,ra,nge   cont,ra.st  wi.t,h  his   side`show,   with  the  mummified  body
as  exhibit  A.

I   a.in  a,   busy  pa.st,or.   a.nd  have  given   some  time  to  this
strong  t,ale   of  rates.   Wilson,   et  a}  however,   since,the  immort,al

and  according  to  his
::.:i

Finis   L.   did  his   wc>rk   i,o   "Correct_Histo
wifes  statement,   profited  thereby;   I, owing  the  spirit  of  my
caLlling,   will  persue.'t,he  t,hing  in  t,he  int,erest,  o±`  truth.

Twhen   I  can  find  time   I   will  outline  ny  a,rgument  and  will

send  you  a  copy  for  Grit,ioism.
hacht,ELrfu±margmJs°::o#iranQqfff


