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-`'i`i'Ii,RES   B00!H  A  SUICIDE-

wEEALplly  hIAi+I  cLAnls   I.o  BE  LII`rool,1+ls  AssAs§nT

-CASE  SEmo-unED   IN  I:¥s'JER¥-

Enid.   Okla.  January  17th,   190.?I.   Special  -       David  E.  Geolige,   a wealthy

resident  of  the  Territory.  who  comitted  suicide  here,  amo-unced  himself  on

his  death  bed  to  be  John Ti/ilkes  Booth.   the  assassin  of President  Lincoln.

He  stated  that  he  }iad  successfiilly  evaded  the  Officers  after  shooting  him

and  had  since  remained  incc)gnito.

His   statement  caused  a  sensation  and  an  investigation was  made.     Surgeons

examined  the  body  am'i  stated  the  man  to  be  of  the  age  Booth would  be  at  this

time  and  amo`mced  that  his  leg  was  broken  in  the  same  place  and  in  the   same

manner  as  that  of  Booth  after  julxping  fro!il  the  President's  Box  at  Ford's

Theatre.  after  the  assassina.tion.

All  the  time  George  has  received  money  regular  from  unknown  sources  and

telegrams  arriving  yesterday  and   today  as'£ed  ti.iat  the  body  be  he.ld  for  identi-

fication.     It  is  claimed.  that   one  telegram  came  from  the  address  -George  E.

Smith.   Col fax.   Iowa."   the   same   source  as  the  mysterio.ds  money  remittances.

Smith  is  un]mown  to  anyone  in  Oklahoma.    Upon  his  arrival  in  Enid  today,   he

cormanded  that  no  other  .r>erson  be  allowed  to  vi6w  the  remains  an`i  prcjmised

to  retur.n  for  the  bcjdy  later.    lfr.   Smith  was  as'ried  i±.  Mr.  George  had  ever

confided  any  of  his  life's  histcyry  to  him,   to  which  he  answered:-

W`L',tell,   yes,   to   some   extent.     He  has  hari  a  past  and  had  told  me   of  having

killed  a  man  in  Texas  for which  crime   I  think  he  has  been  acquitted.    He  may

be  Booth,   I  do  not  know."

George  committeci   suicide   in  the  Grand  Avenue  Hotel   ty  taking  poison.     I{e

previously  attempted  s-dicide  in  EI  Reno.     A  letter  found  in  hisp®cket   is

addressed  -   ''TO  Y"OM  IT  HAY  CO}i`CEEN''   and   sets  aside  a  former  will  which  he

rna,de,   although  its  contents  are  not  kncun.



He  was  worth  tc:j50,OOO.00.   owning  property  in  EI  Reno,   Indian  Territory  and

Dallas,   Texas.   and  a  lease  on  1800  acres  in  Indian  Territory.    He  carried

;5000.00  insurance,   No  reason  for  his  suicide  is  known.

George  maintained  to  his  attendants  that  he was  Booth  and  his  general  ap-

pearance  closely  resembles  that  of  the  murderer  of  Lincoln.    History  sta,tes

that  Booth was  killed  in  a  Virginia  Barn  and  that  his  rema.ins  were  burned

with  the  building..

-


